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To which is added à ſhort MeMortat. of the Life and 
Death of a fellow Labourer in the Church, our valuable 


Friend n * E, late of Bucks County. 
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And they that underſland among the People, ſhall inſtruct many, 
Many ſhall run to and fro, and Knowledge ſhall be increaſed. | 
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P. the 22 al of the following, pages has 


wilt receive a pious man's plain account 
of his beginning in the wei ighty work of re- 
ligion, and his pro greſs in a life devoted to 
promote the cauſe of ri — _—_ the 
real happineſs of mankind. 


Having experienced the Sx piritual haprilin | 
which is eſſential to 8 and 98 | 
in a ſtate of watchfulneſs and humility, he 
became, under the Lord's Anointing, | a well 
qualified inſtrument for the inſtruction and 
edification of others in the way of God- 


lineſs, and by attending to the gift of Codd * Y 


miniſtry committed to his truſt, and 
forming the duties required of him, he wit- 
neſſed à growth from ſtature to ſtayyre, and 
attained to be an upright: elder and fither in 
the church, being an example to the beliebert 


in word in eee, in Eee in u and 
nary, | gps 


It is not for ern the or 88 mere mo- 
9e of commendation, that any thing is here 


= . premiſed 
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premiſed reſpecting the deceaſed; but as the 
enſuing narrative will be likely to come un- 
der the obſervation of many to whom he was 
either little known, or wholly a ſtranger, it 
ſeems neceſſary for the information of ſuch 
enquirers, to make known the eſtimation in 
which he was held b his brethren with whom 
he was connected in religious ſociety, who 
have given full declaration of their chriſtian 
unity and fellowſhip with him, and that his 
life and conduct adorned the doctrine af 
Gol; pel, which he was concerned to publiſh, 


The monthly an d quarterly- meetings of 
which. he was a 3 from their firſt eſta- 
pliſhment, and who were many years partak- 
ers of his pious example and labours, after 
. recounting divers of his viſits abroad, which 
are fully related by himſelf, reſtify, that 


*. 
„ 


gy Alths', he was of a weakly * 
* aud often infirm, eſpecially in che latter part 
« of his life, yet he appeared to be much de- 
« yoted to the ſervice of Truth and the good 


$$ 1 Ky of mankind, and gave up his time for that 


7-8 -purpele, when he apprehended it vyas re- 
© quired, of him, being-favoured with a ſuf- 
1. ficiohgy of gutward things, and we believe 
ie he d looſe from the world, and its con- 
6 neCtiqns, not ſeeking, but refraining op- 
4 portunities he might have had to get out- | 
ard riches; j he viſited neighbouring year- 
15 2 8 e and other meetings of friends 


N laſt year ml + and was Os 


LEE) 

6 ful in the diſcipline of the church, living | 
* a valuable gift in that reſpect, and was 
„good example in a diligent care to attend 
all che meetings both for worſhip and dif- 
4 cipline to which he belonged, cautious of 
„6 being forward in his public appearances; 
and for the moſt part exampled us to filence 
in our meetings at home, eſpecially in the 
* latter, part of his time; yet when he did 
* appear in teſtimony we think it may be 
truly ſaid his doctrine dropt as the dew, 
te being lively, and Rog: to the honeſt 
** hearted, tho' cloſe, and ſearching, to the 
* careleſs profeſſors, as. well as to the pro- 

: IN hi 
“ phane, and hypocritical.” 4925 2nd. 
The elders who have ruled well are to be 
 *£ accounted honourable; ſo the remembrance 
** of the fatherly, diligent, humble, upright; 
t honeſt, and ſelf-denying example of this 
* our deceaſed friend, as alſo his various ſer- 
vices in our meetings and neighbourhood 
remain freſh, and of a pleaſant ſavour to 
Abſaract from the teſtimony of the monthly; meeting 
Nottingham dated fourth month twenty-ſeventh 
1770, and ſigned by Samuel England, tlerk, 
"Which is certified to he read and approvediin the 
Metern quarterly-meeting held at London Grove 
n Cheſter County, the nineteenth of the eighth 
month 1776, by Iſaac Fackſon, clerk, DN 3 


In confrmatzon of he truth of which. 
memorial concerning him, f many others of 
his brethren in various places can freely 
fubſcribe. >, Ss = © 
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» . * 7 F 


* 


* 
His deportment was grave, and reverent, 
is judgment ſound and clear, in matters 
of a ſpiritual or temporal concern, and his 
— diſpoſition being chearful, he ſome- 
times diſcovered a turn of pleaſantry i in con- 
verſation, which being careful to circumſcribe 


within due limitations, rendered his com- 


ny innocently agreeable and inſtructive. 


Being deeply ſenſible of the weight and 
Wien of the Goſpel miniſtry, he mani- 
feſted great circumſpection and care, that it 
might be preſerved pure and unblemiſhed 
from miſtaken, or falſe appearances in him- 
ſelf or others, and in the exerciſe of his gift, 
his declarations were plain, familiar, and con- 
eiſe, accompanied with a fervent concern that 
bis fellow believers and all others might be 

brought to the ſure knowledge of an holy 
living principle given to direct and lead into 
true devotion of heart, and the practice of 
ſelf denial, conſiſtent with the doctrine and 
precepts of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, for the 
prevalence and enlargement of whoſe peace- 
able kingdom, he was earneſtly engaged, as 
the following narrative alſo makes evident, 
that with a degree of propriety he might have 
adopted the language of an eminent miniſter 
in the early age of the Chriſtian church, ad- 
dreſſed to the believers, ** Knowing that Sport- 
mit put off this my tabernacle, even as 
or Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhewn me; more- 
over IT will 3 that you may be able 
. my deceaſe to 792 0 Oe things in remem- 


brange ! f 


( vi 


brance! for we have not followed cunningly de- 
viſed fables, when we made known unto you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
2 Pet. i. 14-15-16.” „„ 
What he hath written, and left us is now 
recommended to thy peruſal and conſidera- 
tion, in which if thou art ſeriouſly attentive, 
and not ſuperficial, thou mayeſt under the 
Divine bleſſing receive profitable inſtruction 


in righteouſneſs, which is the intent of the 
publication. | 


Philadelphia, gch Month, 1779. 
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Hi early fn of the pb of | divine. — ans 


piritual conflicts in his youth. — Death of bit fa. 
iber. lis marriage—The - ſettl#ment of a. monthly 
meeting at Nottingbum — His joining with ather - 
Friends. in vifiting of families the firſt and ſecond 


 Fime- His being appointed an 0 85 ant ce od; 


Lee in * minifry, Te, 8 


Mr 

Was den in the Townſhip of , Nottingham, 
in the County of Cheſter, and Province of 
- Pennſylvania, on the Fourth Day of the Sixth 
Month, 1505, and was tenderly brought up in 
= rofeffion of the Truth by my parents, Jonn and 


NNan CHURCHMaN, who were diligent atten- 5 
Meetings, both on the firſt, and 


ders of Religious 
other days of the week, and encouragers of their 


| TOONS: in that praftice, which is certainly a N 
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2 Tus LIFE Ax D TRAVELS, 
in parents fo to do, and often owned by the reaches 
of Divine Love, even to thoſe who are very young 

in years, of which I am a living Witneſs ; for tho 

I early felt reproof for bad words and actions, 

yet knew not whence it came, until about the age 
of eight years, as I fat in a ſmall meeting, the 
ord by the reaches of his heavenly love, and 
dodneſs, ſo overcame. and tendered my heart, 
and by his eu ht diſcovered to me the 

+ © knowledge of Himſelf, that I faw myſelf, arid what 
I had been doing, and what it was which had re- 
proved me for evil, and was made in the ſecret 
of my heart to confeſs that, childhood and youth, 
and the fooliſh actions and words, to which they 
are propenſe, are truly vanity; yet bleſſed for 
ever be the name of the Lord! who in his infinite 
mercy and goodneſs clearly informed me, that it 
N I would mind the diſcoveries. of his Truth, and 
pure Light for the future, what 1 had done in the 
time of my ignorance, he would wink at and for- 
give; and Oh! the ſtream of Love which filled 
my heart with ſolid Joy at that time, and laſted 

for many days, is beyond all eæpreſſion; indeed 
I'wagrly taught to think different from ſuch who 
hold the perdition of infants, and am ſince con- 
- firmed in fully believing that the ſin of our firſt 
parents is not imputed to us, (tho' as their off- 
ſpring we are by nature prone to evil, which brings 
wrath) until by the diſcovery of light and grace, we 
are taught to diſtinguiſn between good and evil, 
and in the ſeed and inward principle that ſheweth 
the evil, we feel the enmity placed againſt the evil, 

and the author thereof, the devil, or wicked one; 
if we afterwards commit thoſe things which we 
law to be evil, we then fall under condemnation, 
dad wrath, and here every foul that ſins mut die 
to the ſim he hath committed, and witneſs the Being 


raiſed 
N 1 5 oY * : 
, % # 7 x 
8 4 4 


r JOHN CHURCHMAN:. 33 
raiſed; again by the power of God, into newneſs of 
life in Cnnlsr Jzsus, not to live to himſelf, to 
fulfil the will of the fleſh; but to ive: -unto 2 8 
who died to take away n. Ans 

1 may not forget to relate this one © abide * my.. 
father ſent: me about three miles on an errand; 1 
rode a mare which bad a colt perhaps half a year 
old; on my return home, the colt ran- away from 
the mare to a company of wild horſes, which were 1 
feeding not far from the path I was in, {o-Lqgyent- 
home without the golt; my father aſked me Where 
the colt was, I told him where it went fron\ me; he 
bid me go to the place with ſpeed, that it might 
follpw the mare home; I went, and found the 
wild horſes feeding on a piece of ground L tj 
the timber trees had been killed perhaps about two, =; 
or three ours. but before I went among the dead 
trees, a mighty wind aroſe, which blew fome. down, 5 
and many Eos flew: about; L ſtood ſtill with my 
mind 2 inward to the Lord, wWho A believed 
was able to preſerve me from hurt; ſo I paſſed 
among the trees without fear, ſave the: ſear of the 
Lord, which fills the hearts of his humble depend- 
ing children, with love that is ſtronger than death; 

I found the colt, which readily followed the mare, 
and I returned home with great bowedneſs of heart, 

and thankfulneſs to the Lord, for his SE 9 
 goodacls: to me on this ed 3 Phe: 

It was my practice: when I went to bed, to ex a- 
mine how I had fpent the paſt day, and to endea- 
vour to feel the preſence. of the Lord near, which *' 
I did for ſome 8 time prefer to all other WR. 
things, and I found this practice A . help to fleep ® _ 
ſweetly, and by long experience I can recommend 
it to children, and thoſe alſo of riper age. 
I ſuppoſe that no one living knew my condition; 
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th eee of +; od BOY | 
once at my father's who ſpake about religious mat- 
ters with an aſſected tone, as if be was a good: man; 
"when he went away, I was near him, and wien he 


mounted hig -horſe; taking a diſlike to ſome of his, 4 


motions, he called him an ugly dumb beaſt,” with _ 
uch an accent, as beſpake gr ear difpteafure, nd” 
grieved me much; for I dick e, that a man 
Whoſe mind was fneciiried with divine love. truly, 
* not ſpeak ſpeak wrathfully, or diminutively, even 
beaſts of the field, which were given to man 
For his uſe, be did Noteuake them himſelf; I relate 


_ «this inſtance, that it may be a warning to all, chat 


be careful of giving offence to the little 


given to play, and began to delight again in ſeveral 
- things, for which I had before been reproved, and 
ill by the divine witneſs in my mind, was brought 


under Linde for; but having loſt my innocence 
and tovering of the pure blefied ſpirit, Jendea- 
.- youred through fear to fly from the voice of the 


holy ſpirit in my own heart; the enemy perſuaded 
me, that I could never be reſtored to my former 


* ſtate; * becauſe I had ſinned againſt ſo great knows. . * 


ledge, or if I was, the judgment through which 1 

ſt paſs, would be intolerable: to bear, fo that 1 
had better be chearful, ar. d take my cafe and de: 
light; but when I was about nine years old, my 


father ſent me to ſchool to learn to read, (having 

a 3 F | deen taught to know my letters, and ſpell A 3 FAY 
home) in which I took great delight, and thereby 

Adiverted myſelf from feeling my pain of mind, for 


N 9 loſs of my innocence which I had ſuſtain- 
and .altho* the man, by whom I was taught, 
was. poor, and fat in his loom, being a weaver, 


v ne * children * to n, 1 88 2 


2 Notwichſtanding I had been favoured as: before 7 
7 \® mentioned ; yet 6 I grew in years, I was much 


_ gracious ne ſtill favored me with convictipn, 
and by his ſpirit as witneſs againſt» me, and in 


"or r 


er John eue AN; 3 


' faſt, and he ſoon put me to writing, alk findin 
my . ull as ripe as is common in boys 
that began to teach me Arithmetic; yet 


mercy — viſned me with a ſore ſit of fick- 


neſs, and by 
_ little more to 


of age, and being pretty 
_ weeks; I had in the following ſpring a e 3 
the ſame diſorder, (the pleuriſy) in which, by out. "© 
ward correction with ſickneſs, and inward : judg- , 
ment, he was pleaſed to draw me to himſelf, which 


did hope never more to ſtray from him, to. f6 


rod of correction brought me a 

vielf; - this was in the forepart-of © = 

the winter, when I was between nine, and ten care 
well recovered ſq; ſomdt 

lapſe of 


cauſed me to renew my covenant with him, and . 


xperienced to be 


lying vanities, whoſe ſweets I had e 


bitter, yea exceeding bitterneſs in the end. Thad  _ . . | 
taken great delight from a child to play with — Þ 


tles, and pipes, made of the bark of ſmall branches 
8 trees, and of ftraws of wheat and rye; but no- 
ee me to obſerve children delight therein 3 
[. ventured to tell my mind to "+ of . 1 
concerning ſuch things 1 
Man is diſtinguiſhed from ocking e v0. 8 
only by his voice; but by varying the breath te * 


ther with the örderly motion of tongue and . 4 


that voice is made to convey the ideas of the mind, "# 9 


and us he was created to Slorif 


to promote his glory amo 


— 3 . 5 
— 3. 44% »4 . : ord 


and choughts of the heart to his fellow- creatures 
his maker, he 
uld be directed 
men; whether in things 
natural, of ſpiritualy that is of this-life, or that n * 

come; muſic as now commonly uſed; and whif | 


end and intention of his voice 


and finging, have no ſuch tendency; put are riither... 


diverſions of the mind from what it ought tobe * 4 
ty and therefore a baſe comſuniption © 


. 
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6 Tan LIE. AND TRAVELS 


of iprecious time, man muſt be accountable 
for, which if enough regarded, inſtead of muſic, 


whiſtling, and finging merry, fooliſh, and prophane 


longs, many would have occaſion to lament and 
weep for their miſpent time. I leave it as a caution | 


to parents, to beware of indulging their dear chil- 


dren in any thing, which may 5 thEir tender 
minds with a deſire after muſic 
when they grow in years; but that inſtead thereof, 


by living in the pure fear of the Lord, and near 


the ſpirit of truth in their own hearts, they may be 
furniſhed with example, and precept to direct the 
minds of their offspring, to attend to the voice of 
him who called to Samuel in days of old, and re- 
ains to be the ſame teacher to his people in this 


= age may his Roy name be u ee 2 wh 


and ever! 2 


A retained my care, and ene e ie be . F 
\ nie; but through unwatchfulneſs, and a defire for 
| 1 which led into lightneſs, and forgetfulneſs, I 


oſt this ſtate before I was twelve years of age, and 
tho* the Lord was near, and followed me by his 
reproof, in order to bring me under judgment, I fled 
from it as much as I could; having let in a belief, 
that as I had been favoured to taſte in ſo wonderful 
a manner, of the good word of Life, and power 
of the world to come, and had ſo ſhamefully fallen 
away, there remained for me, no more ſacrifice for 


ſim; but a fearful looking for of judgment, and 
Fiery indignation,“ Which as 1 aboug ht ſeemed to 


burn in me to that degree, that pine afraid to be 
. for it ſeemed to be loudly proclaimed: in me, 


that Whether I cat, or drank, waked, or flept, I was 


accurſed, | and when alone Labhorred myſelf; but 


Vhen in company uſed my utmoſt endeavors to hide 


condition, by being chearful and arch in my 


lee e e thaetbe by: men, 
dave 


* * , 
. 


r ſuch diverſion 
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oi Ju CHURCHMAN, 


have a knack as they called! it, at jeſting and witty" 
turns; yet even in this time, I entertamed fuch a 
value for religion, that I was not willing to reveal 
my ſituation; left 1 ſhould be a reproach thereto, 

or diſcourage others from ſeeking happineſs)" bur 
when night came, and I went to bed, no tongue 
can expreſs the anguiſn I felt, afraid to lay awake, 
and afraid to deſire ſleep, leſt 1 ſhould be et off 
from the land of the living, and my portion appoint 
ed in utter darkneſs; I fo far neglected my ferne 
ing, that when about thirteen years old, 1 could 
not read but in a poor manner, tho? once noted to 
be a ready reader; I was not willing that good 
friends ſhould dane notice of me, or look me ſtea- 


7 x 
F 
% * 


din in the face; for 1 thought they would diſcern} plus 


my wickedneſs, and it would be a trouble to them, 


or by their reproving me, add to my diſtreſs; 1 
ſeemed? to be left without any power to reſiſt what 


I knew to be evil, and being aſhamed that I had g 


loſt my little learning, 1 ſought to divert myſelf by 
endeavouring to regain it; my former genius, and 


delight ſo returned, that when 1 was about fifteen 
Vears of age, I had made great improvement, not 


e in reading, but in writing, and arithmetick, 
ſeveral branches of the mathematicks, and 92 
* to value myſelf in ſome degree thereon, and ſo 
got over the convictions of the divine witneſs, 
which ſpoke trouble in me; nevertheleſs during 
this time I kept cloſe in attending meetings, hopin 
at ſeaſons, that perhaps the Lord would e 


once more to viſit me; for a ſaying of an eminent 
pious man was revived in my remembranee 4 That 
* if there remained a deſire in the heart after Re- 
demption, as it was kept to, the Lord * - 


again affuredly viſit fuch in his own time“ 
that I was fearful of neglecting meetings, if 
| "PROS had not forwarded me, 1 I might lh of © 
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the good intended for ine; yet the ſubtle i 
of the power of darkneſs was at times very great, 

ſuggeſting to me that all things came by nature, 
| and, that there was no God, no heaven, no devil; 
no puniſhment for evil, religion a jeſt, and painful 
care about futurity a ſilly whim, propagated to de- 

rie people of pleaſure; but bleſſed be the Lord ! 
he preſerved me from that Mare,” for while I felt 
bis judgment for ſin, I d in his Being, and 
dbalineſe, and I am indeed fully of the mind, that 
no man can be an Atheiſt; before he acts contrary 
to knowledge, when to allay the horror, and an- 
iſh of mind, he feels for "the commiſſion of ſin; 
de cleſes in with this temptation: At other times, 
the ſame ſubtle power would tempt me to diſpair 
Uf mercy, which if given way to, would lead to 
diſtraction; but the hand of the Lord was under - 
— tho“ for my, diſobedience he ſuffered me to 
main in the wilderneſs, and to dwell among fiery 
pents, until he had waſted that in me, which 
luſted after forbidden things. 
In this ſtate 1 2 until 10. about mites 


42 deen years. of ages and as I was walking one day 


to meeting, thinking on my forlorn condition, and 
remembring the bread in my Father's 
| houſe, r I was a dutiſul child, and: that by 
ſtrayiag from him, and ſpending my portion, I 
had been eight years in grievous want, I inwardly 
cried, if thou art again to viſit me, I bes 
ſcech thee. Oh Lord! viſit my body with fickneſs, 
or or whatever thou may leaſe, 1o that the 
Will of the old man may be flain with the tranſ- 
bee and every thy in me, that thy.contro- 
againſt, that I may be made a fanQtified 

veſſel: ; — power; ſpare only my life; until my 
| de F +. hag $69 and 15 gar de "Wot 
x r err 4 2 
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„ond EHUREANAK  g 
About this time my father died in the tenth month, 


74, Which was à great loſs to our whole family, 
and as he had allotted me to live with, and take 


care of my mother, it became my duty to keep 


moſtly at home; I ſpent near à year much in the 
condition above mentioned; often out of hope o 
ever attaining te that ſtate, L had witneſſed when 
very young; but in the fall of the, year after L had 
arrived to the age of 20 years; it pleaſed the Lord 
to remember me, who, had been an Exile, in caps 
tivity under the old taſkmaſter in Egypt ſpiritually, | 
and by his righteous 3 mixed with unſpeak - 
able mercies, to make v 2 on deliverance ; I. 
was viſited with a ſore fit „which in a few 
days ſo fully awakened me, 7 I had no hope of 
ever being again intruſted with health; my miſpent 
time, and all my tranſgreſſions were brought to my 
remembrance, and heavy judgment was upon me 
for them; I was met with in this narrow path, and 
could no longer fly from God and his ſpirit in mx 
conſcience, whoſe ſore diſpleafure L had juſtly in- 
curred. I had heard of men who had been noto- 
rious offenders, and fled from the juſtice of the 
common law, until they became out- lawed; ſuch 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe my cafe appeared to be; 
thought I had as it were heard an act of grace and 4 
free pardon repeatedly proclaimed, if 1 — re: 
turn and live uprightiy for the future; but in ih 
time of ſuch viſitations, I concluded it was only to 


bring me under judgment to take me from my 


pleaſure, for that mine offences would never be 
pardoned, and fo I had withſtoog, or neglected 
thoſe viſitations; I now ſaw clearhy, that 1 
had followed the. lying ſuggeſtions of ſatan mine 
enemy: At this time my old will in the fallen na, 
ture gave up it's life, and I cryed, I am net 
"avorthy to live or, enjoy favour, yet Oh Lord! if thou 
ile be plead to look on — with an 9 of a 
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that I felt the incomes and owning 


what thou wilt with ne, magnify thy own name, pre- 
pare me by thy judgments and power that thy mercy may 
be Jhewn in and by me, whether thou cut the thread 
of my life, or | ſhall gram me more days, which is only 
in thy power ;'' now my heart was made exceeding- 
ly tender, I wept much, and an evidence was given 
me, that the Lord had heard my cry, and in mercy 
locked down on me from his holy habitation, and 


C a willing heart and patience' was given me to bear 


his chaſtiſements and the working of his eternal 
word of power, which created all things at the 
beginning, and by which poor fallen man only is 
ereated a new in the heavenly Image, and prepared 
to praiſe him with acceptance, who lives for ever, 


9 and e * 


"Whilſt 1 lay in this condition, perhaps 1 was 
thought by thoſe who watched with me to be near 
. expiring; but tho” I ſaid little or nothing, ' believe 
1 was quite ſenſible, yet exceedingly weakened, 
having for about twenty-four hours felt more in- 
ward and inexpreſſible anguiſh, than outward pain, 
which was no doubt 3 I take it to be toward 
the morning of the fifth day and night of my illneſs, 
of divine love 
in a greater degree than ever; for the proſpect I 
nad of ſo great forgiveneſs made me love the more; 
for love is ever reciprocal. I remember, that I faw 
the morning light, and thought all things looked 
new and ſweet; I lay where the ſun ſhone near, or 
on my bed, and have ſometimes fince thou ght, that 
being weak, the ſtrength of the light and too much 


company hurt me; I leave this hit to excite nurſes 


and thoſe who have the care of very weak indiſpo- | 


| ſed people to beware of letting over much » wa | 
dome u 
fſuch who are ſenſible of the weak by being inwar TL 
to feel the ſympathy . whick 


truth gives, the as of ſuch bang truly re- 
ING: = n 1 


them, or many viſitors, except they 


and quiet, Waiting 
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vw JOHN CHURCHMAN.s as 
.. It : pleaſed the Lord ſo to reſtore me, Mat I re- 
covered my uſual ſtrength, and Was frequently 
humbled: under a ſenſe of the tender dealings of a 
merciful God, whoſe. goodneſs. and owning love I 
felt to be very. near; 1 then-loved retirement and 
inwardly: to feel after the incomes of life, and was 
often fearful leſt Ih again fall away. In this 
time it was manifeſted te me, that if in patience 1 
ſtood faithful, I ſhqulq de galled to the work of the 
e I loved ta attend religious meetings, 
eſpecially 
ſhewn me, that all who attend thoſe meetings ſhould 
inwardly wait in great awfulneſs, to know the im- 
mediate preſence of Chriſt the head of the Church, 
to give them an underſtanding what their ſeveral 
ſervices are, and for ability to anſwer the requirings 
of truth, for it is by the light, and ſpirit Wers 
that the Lord's work is done with acceptance, and 
none ſhould preſume to ſpeak, or act without its 
motion, and direction; for they who act and ſpeak 
without it, do often darken counſel, / miſlead the 
weak, and expoſe their own folly, to the burthen, 
and grief of ſenſible friends; it was in great 
fear, that I attempted to ſpeak in theſe meetings, 
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thoſe for discipline, and it was clearx 


and as I kept low with an eye ſingle to the honounrt | 


of truth, I felt peace, and inward ſtrength! to in- 
.creaſe from time to time, and it is good for all whp 
are concerned to ſpeak to matters in meetings for 


diſcipline, in the firſt place to take heed that their 


own ſpirits do not prompt thereto, and to mind the 
time when to ſpeak fitly; for a word in ſeaſon from 
a pure heart, is F and frequently prevents 
debates inſtead of miniſtring contention, and when 
they have ſpoken to buſineſs, they ſhould tutn in- 
ward to feel whether the pure truth owns them, 


and in that reſt, withaut an over anxious care whe- | 


ttmer it ſucceeds at that time, ot not, ſo friends wil! 
be pręſerved from being lifted up, W ear. 
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- ſervices ? f owned; or if it ſhould be 
fſeſected, or Ni in this inward humble ſtate 
= labour is felt, and ſeen to be che Lord's. 
* is a great favour from the Lord, that be is 

aſed to cover his children with his pure fear, and 
ay their ſouls with the garment of humibery, that 
He may ſtand in his gion 
Walting to be taught of 
Ew be guided in dee 
x ; minding that exce hint ortation“ 
. fedfast, immoveable „aa) ys abounding in t 
. work ef the Lord.“ 4n 4 degret of reverent 
Rr I blefs che name ef the Lord through 
beloved Son, that I then according to my mea- 
re Knew 'what I now write, it was a time of grow- 
"with me, I rarely paſſed a day without feeling 
\ the incomes of divine life, and was favoured Rong 
to deſire The fincere milk of the holy word, 
at in humility I might /prow thereby in Fabſtance; = 
- Gan afterwards Twi left, and withdrawn from, ſo 
_ that for days, yea many days together, 1 was with- 
Hut d relreſhment, ready to fear that 
| Had” offended my gracious Redeemer, and deing 
ul, and inwardly engaged to know 
eauſe, 1 had to confider,” that children the“ 
may be thriving, and darlings of their natural pa- 
rents, are not fit for much buſineſs,” until they are 
= weaned, and altho“ they grow &nely, they are gra- 
= Aually taught to wait the appointed time dad den 
mals, before they have much care of their father's 
pPufineſs, and are further prepared, ſo as to miſs a 
det meal, or be a longer time without out ward food, 
peſore they: are fit for a journey, and with theſe 
= thoughts, (leaving the reader to judge from whence 1 
| «they came) a hope began to revive in me, that! 
Was not kes, Which indeed, as I kept patient, 
I was abundantly ſenſible of at times, even thoſe * 
= wh which are in | the Lord's hand; for his mn 
. Ip | 1 IO: ; „ ren 


ne "Sr acceptance, 
ays, in mecknels to 
2 feel the 2 8 


in he 


— 


L 


#3 


with me, and guide me, if it 
5 wie I came to the houſe ic was dark; L cat- 


os JOHN an nonue: 


Fen experience that the times of refteſhment come 
From him, who when he hath exerciſed and proved 
them in his infinite Kindneſs is pleaſell to " raul 
them to fit down, and-condeſcends himſelf to ferve 


them. Bleſſed for ever be the 
who knows how to Pry 
faithful; and to india 
_ tural man would con 


converſation, but in 


them overconſ with ſleep, and my 
friend on that account, was Sar 
not what was beſt to do, and 


manner, Lord! thou knoweſt that I am young, und 


great, that I knew 


name of the Lord 


e his ſoldiers to remain 
th patience 8 wg na- 
Serine! . 
cry friends mould ve 
act only in word, 3 
Meeting s for the i 

God, and it grieved me i 0 to 


EZ 
Wein br ene 


reaſoned after this 
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he an elderly man, he will not take it well, aut !! 
ſhouldpeak to him, and perhaps 1 may yet fal, 


and if ſo the more I take 
Fall will be; beſides, tho? [hey have 
— diſcipline, "when truth hath 


things,” from a fear of getting a 


upon me, the greater my. 


ads m ming 1 2 21 
eee meetings, T rom. bo 


or ſpeak e particulars ; For I was cautious indeed 
S ofe days, pt talking about religion, or good 


habie thereof, and . 


Jo ndt know the true motion{ which'l thought! Thad - 
obſerved to be the failing of ome, In this ſtreight 
it came into my mind te go to the perſon in che 

ight, as the moſt private time, and manner; for H 


took him aſide before, or after a meeting, others 
wwight' wonder for what, and 1 might betray 

- weakneſs,” and reproach the good cauſe, and Was. 
no good, and if the friend thould' Fae? dif 


with me, he might publicly ſnew, what ot crwite 


he would conceal, after a 3 deliberation; fo * > 


in the evening 1 Went; defiri 


the Lord ta go 
a motion from 
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led, and the friend came out to ſee who was 


there, and invited me in, I told him I was in 
haſte to go home; but wanted to ſpeak with him 
if he pleaſed; and ſo paſſed quietly toward home, 


| to dra him from the door, and then told him my 


concern for him in a plain manner, 
and without, ſtaxing tam oy, n much, left him in a 
tender loving ie 


29 


home with great Wl_ when tho doeſt, 

or giveſt alms, let hm what thy 

| as ht doth, was an excelle=preceptz-that left hand 
ſelf Thould not fc in ch things, no matter 


eos privately they are done,” they often anſwer the 
end better; neither is it 4 fault to lay things low, 
and familiar, the truth will have its own weight, 
and accompany what it dictates with its own evi- 
dence. My intention in writing this, is to encou- 
rage the humbled careful traveller in the of his 
duty. At ſome times, it appeared to be dich to do 
e pings good on write my mind to ſome, Which I did 


ith 
5, in the moſt private r and the good o 
to whom I wrote. _ ge yy 
When I had entered the twenty fifth year of my 
r TI accompliſhed marriage with Margaret Brown 
virtuous young woman, whom I had loved as a 


; _ Aſſer for ſeveral years, becauſe I believed ſhe loved 


religion; I think I may ſay ſafely, it was in à goο. 


Lege of the Lord's pure fear, zfid a ſenſe of the 
pointings of truth, on both ſides, that we took each 


-other on the 2710 day of the eleventh month 1729, 


5 (old Nile) in an appointed meeting at Eaſt Notting- 


ham, and I thought that our Hear enly Father owned 
us with his preſence at that time. The Covenants 
made in marriage are.exceeding great, and 1 think 


they never can be rightly, kept, und truly performed 
without Divine aſſiſtance; and am convinced, if all 
{PO enter into a marriage ö in the LF. 

ear 
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8, as I aimed only at à diſcharge of du- 
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15 friends on the ſervios had a good opportunity, ſeve 
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fear truly ſeek his aſſiſtance, they would know their 
own tempers kept down, and inftead of jarring, and 
diſcord, unity of ſpirit, harmony of conduct, and 

a concern to beyexamplary to their offspring would _ 
increaſe, and be maintained. ooo 
The Summer following in the year 1730 2 

Monthly- meeting eiegham, (being 
before a branch //) ech-mecting) 

dy the advice, /) de quarterly 

meeting; this Brann 


upon me, and manyan 


might be managed*to.theHonour thereof for we _ 
had but few ſubſtantial elderly friends. In a ſenſe 


of our weakneſs, it was the breathing deſire of my 
ſoul, that the Lord would be pleaſed for his own 


ſake, and the honour of his great Name, to be near 


to his children, and inſpire them with wiſdom; and _ 
R his own work; and bleſſed for ever he 
his holy Name! I believe he heard our cry, and in 
meaſure anſwered our prayers; being kept low, and 
humble, it was a growing time to ſeveral, My af- 


fection to friends of New-Garden whe wee 939 
ted 


Was ſo great, that for many months after we par 
from them, I ſeldom miſſed attending it, and there- 
in had great ſatisfaction, and ſome of their members 
frequently attended ours, for our love towards gan 
other was mutual. r 
' When I was about twenty-ſix years of age, ſWme 
friends were appointed to perform a family viſit, and 
being deſirous of my company, I joined with them, 
and therein felt the ownings of Truth in ſome de- 
gree; but notwithſtanding I ſaw at times the ſtates 
of families, and particulars, yet not in ſo clear a 
manner as I thought neceſſary to become my duty © _, 
to open my mouth in the ſervice, ſave now and then, 
in a private way to particulars, of which none knew _ 
except thoſe to whom I ſpake. * At one houſe the _ 
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family be — pteſent; I felt the Divine preſence to 
be very; ncar, and-a, motion to conclude that fitting 
in -fupplication, and thankſgiving to the Lord, but 
was not haſty, for feat of doing what was not re- 


De of me, ſo omitted jt, and afterwards aſked 12 


an experienced a 
1 any friend app 
prayer, before they 


her; if be bad ever 
N . in public 
ered in public 


+ | teflimony; which enge in fuch a manner 
. + 88:40 give him uo mirs 


Fof me; he anfwered 
&-nay, I: believe it would: be very uncommon,” it 
ſtruck me pretty cloſely, but I kept my condition 
very private; having been exceedingly fearful of 


ase. and now began to doubt whether it was 


not a deluſion for me, te entertain an apprehenſion, 
that I ſhould be called tothe work of the miniſtry; 
the concern whereof had been at times very heavy 
upon me; tho, no motion that felt like a gentle 
- command to break filence, until at the houſe before 
mentioned; now I let in reaſoning, and ſo departed | 
f;or a time from my inward guide and ſafeſt counſel- 
lor, as all aſſuredly will, who place their depend» 
ance on man for inſtruſtion, to perform duties re- 
3 them; or who forbear, or reaſon againſt 
humbling, gentle motions, and leadings of the 
" ſpixit of truth: Much fafer it is to attend ſteadily 
| thereunto for inſtruction, and ability to perform 
religious ſervices, which when ſo performed in 
meckneſs, we ought to be tender of the ſentiments 
of our brethren concerning them, and not over 
confident of our call, and commiſſion; for our bre= - 
thren have a meaſure of the ſame ſpirit by which 
we arc taught, and have a ſenſe and right thereby 
given to judge of our ſervice; a becoming diffidence 
of ourſelves, and a readineſs to attend to the advice 
of ſuch, is cver the badge of true diſcipleſhip; 
1 Divine Love teaches to eſteem others, 


| rather than ourſelves. 


* . 


folks, fome of whom were not of the eb 
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„ bonne „ 
re to men but U Mid ;, 
togauy one; I ſeemed to; be forſaken; 


th 2 not fible of wuch judgment for amy.  Omife ; 
= duty for I could With Gpcerity: ——— 


ho — all things, that it did hot proceed 
willful; difobedience 3 1 ut a fear of . 


a wrong ſpirit, and a hope revived that my. | 
gracious: Lordi and aller would 'vot-quite eat mm 
F © 


me long before: Ira, why but 
Had — — of the TAR N Fafy 41 | . 
When this viſit wWwas over I Ea lache heme; | 
yer was careful to attend meetings on the firſt ant 
other days of the week, and found work engugdto 8 4 
watch againſt a lukewarm, indolent Spirit, whigh. 3 
' wquid:come over me When I fat don to wait: ohen 
God; thoꝰ I came to the meeting in a Ve Warm ent 
gagement of mind; I found the warfare againſt lyke- 
_ warmneſs, ſleepineſs, and a roving mind, muſt be 
ſteadily maintained, and if none of theſe hinder- 
ances were given way to, the Lord when be had 
praped his children, would ariſe for their help, And 
ſoattet his and their enemies, Which my foul zu- 
perienced many times beyond expreſſion: The Loc d 
alone is all- powerful, and worthy to be waited upon 
and worſhipped in humility, and reverent -adora- 
tion of foul for ever, Indolence and lukewarmneſs 
1 darkneſs, and death over à mecting, and 
n generally given way to, occaſion hard work for 

— e maſt livingly A tr] friends to get from 
under the burthen and Weight thereof; it was a 

mercy that I was preſerved ſeeking, and could, not 
be ſatisfied withaut feeling the rent wings of Di or 
2 by 8 I — grew de bag dope 

gion, tho? 1 ann o h 2 
would be laſting . as n 1 _ 
The love of — 11 believe. i Aas, eo n Aellre 


that the "TY ** 0 — 
r 8 mig = 
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ſiderable pains to attend neighbouti 


Not being Jdenſfible-: 
which he Church through i 


ing, and ability from him; when I attended thoſe 
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might be maintained, made me willing to 


mant 
tou moi 


meetings, Which I think was * 


ſome good degree, being thereby oftan duſtructed; 
and I bad often admired at the flackneſs of ſome; 


that ſuffer trifling things to keep them from their 
ys on week days, and firſt days; 
monthly meetings, 
they are ſdldom * 18 ſervice when tley come; 
re Divine Love, in 
s Teveral members edi. 
fleth itſelf, and as any one becomes truly ſenfible 
thereof, they will delight to wait upon God, Wirk 
their brethren and ſiſters, who is the fountain of 


Pure Love, and ſe fills the hearts of his 
depending children benen; Wnt yt they.are 
| N known to be his Diſciples- nns gz) 


In the year 1731, our aqgivht and worthy: friend 
W illiam Brown, who had been in the ſtation of an 
elder many years, growing fecble, and incapable to 


de attend the Ouarteriy-mecting of miniſters and 
elders, Friends of our particular meeting propoſed 


me to che Monthly-meeting for that — which 
brought a cloſe exerciſe upon me, conſidering my- 
ſelf a youth, and the weight of the ſervict; but 
after a ſolid conſideration, found moſt wy 


ſubmitting to the meeting, with fervent inward de- 


ſires, that the Lord would be pleaſed to be with me 
therein, to preſerve me from acting, or judging in 
my own will and ſpirit, Knowing that the ſervice 


could not be performed Hut by wiſdom, underſtand- 


large and weighty meetings of miniſters and el- 


ders, the care and fear that was upon me is not 


eaſily expreſſed; and may I never forget the graci- 


ous condeſcenſion of kind providence, who was 


8 on me, by the ſhedding abroad of his 
| nan that I verily — they re- 


e | 1 ſemdled 


ſembled the ſchool of the prophets, the High: Prieſt, 
great Prophet, and. Biſhop of Souls, our Lord Jeſus, 
e IED- n eat 
An apprehenſion that I Hhould be called to the 
miniſtry,-and;a concern on that account, had been, 
at times, for ſexeral ygars, weightily on my mund 
but I now eagain thought I was miſtaken in that Be- 
lief, and that it was Milly: a preparative to qualify: 
me for the ſtation of an elder, and thereby my 
exexcile became ſomewhat lighter fof time; the 
tenderneſs and love I felt to thoſe engaged in pub- 
| . Wag very great, and I believe I was 
made helpful to ſome by giving private hints, when 
and to whom I thought there was occaſion, in plain- 
neſa, i ſimplicity and fear; which often afforded in-. 
ſtruction to myſelf as well as to them 


In 1733, 1 accompanied friends on another viſit 
to families, wherein, at imes, I felt the opening. of 
truth in the love of it, and a few words to ſpeak to 
the ſtates of ſome, tho in great fear, leſt I ſhould = 
put my hand to that weighty work without the real _ 
requiring of duty; and at one family, on a morning 
prey early, being the ſirſt we went to on that day, 
thought it would be better for the whole family, 
in a religious ſenſe, if the heads of it were more 
zealous in attending meetings: I ſaw the neceſſity 
of; being examples to children and ſervants, by a 
careful attendance. of meetings for worſhip on the 
firſt, and other days of the week; but I was ſo 
Veak and poor, that I dgubted whether it was my 
duty to mention any thinthereof to them, ſo con- 
cluded go omit it; by which I hoped to judge of 
what I en about before, and fo grew caſy in 


my min 8, ag we were on the, way to theinext | 
houſe, I began to judge, that I had no real buſineſs 

to have ſaid any thing at any houſe; and having for- 
borne in my own will, I was, now left to my own 
judgment for a time. At the next houſe, friends were 

Nis | 7M 2 Parti- 


— * 
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fly & ; and tenderly concerned to peak 
ſeybral ſtates, and of 2 Which 1 
thought inſtruQivez but L:fat dy and poor; and 


1 remained during our paſſage xo the next houſe; 
where 1 färed no _ but worſe; 3 and 


judgment; being — 1 as" to the ſervice in 
which we ——— 10 — and tho“ I 1 


a häng to the — friefifh how it fared with 
FG T7 they were affected therewith as I apprehendedz 


Was in 1 darkneſs and diſtreſs, and ſomet nes 
thought of leaving the company privately,” v6 
home, but again concluded; ' chat would not only 
be u diſappointment to my friends, but diſnonehts- 
bie to truth, chich made me determine td go for- 
ward, and endure my own pain, as much undif- 


covered as poſſible; ns com panions, as 1 before 


| obſerved; were affected, and Ft ſave one ſeemed 
Aoſed up from doing "this «tyice; and in the even- 
ing of the fame- 5 the laſt houfe, all of them 
were Gledt:' There was à fehbol-houſe' near, the 
maſter! 'bein a friend, and the children moſtly be- 
longing to ends; whom ſome of our co 


bw omitted it, which now fome thought Was no 
und therefore this cloud of "darkneſs and 
5 ail reſs came upon us; and were willing to meet at 

the ſchool-houſe next morning, to try if we ebuld 
recover our former 8 ow nings of truth; 
Which being agreed to, cach tobk our way home, 
it being now nigh N alone, I rode flow, under 


BE og where domdlc inquirhin hs © | 


cauſe. of my own diſtrefs, and after ſome tyme; be- 
ing favored; with great Nenkninefs and 
mind, I wag inwardly inſtructed after this marmer: 
Thou ſakdgft what was wanting in a faniiy this morn. 


ing; and Would not emhort te more diſigrnee, of amends. 


ment in thut veſpoct, and therefore if 1he9' continue to 
a VO” it hall te vg of ff nber; on which 1 
SEO] , | | became 


appeared willing to viſit, but others being 8 


tude of 


* 


ION CRTREHMAN i 


became btoleen in ſpirit, and eried in ſecret; may 
I not perform it yet, and be reſtored: to thy favoi 
Oh Lord! 1 am now willing to dd whitfoever thou, 
requites of mie, if thou wilt be plegſed to be Wielt 
mej and bleſtel be his name, in „meren he heard 
my "ſippheatibn, and I was waded” tar 
müſt go to the houſe again; Leonbluded te 
do next morning, and Wear Nemd wigg u degree of 
comfort, und being weary in body vids, flept- 
hop, and awoke in the morning quiet and'cafp 
in pi, and now began to Eonclude, that I might 
meet n company, and be excuſed; but my coves 
nant © going was brought to my remembrance; 2 
and I was given to believe, that petice was reſtored * 
on condition of my performance; therefore I went 
to the hpuſe; tho? lover) miles diſtarit, before farts 
riſe; the man of the houſe Was up, he invited me 
in, and 1 followed him, And ſitting down by the fire 
ol g tool weather,) with my mind Tetireg,” I felt 


8 


at I muſt not ſpeak before the reſt of the 119 5 

t rather in private, yet was fearful of calling 

ut, being unwilling ta diſcover any thing 8 ny 

the tnean time, he went out, or walked th 

1 Was to go, I followed, and told hid WOw $ 

hen we were at his houſe the' morning before, 

| and could not be eaſy without exlorting Him to be 

Tre careful in feveral reſpects, and a better exam- 

ple to his family in his attendance of meetings; he 

ſeemed ae. and faid, le hoped he a 

my ad vic 

at the 


E then left him, and met ny comparion 
houſe, and" enjoyed great pegce. 
leave thiy rematk; to excite all to dv Th Meek 
and and to beware of the will of the creature, 
and the! aſd of fle und blood, Which lead , 
nito doubting" and diſobedience; chey who WB” 
Faithful itt frat things, ſhall truly Kb W an erte 

"that" dem "and Koda ef vieh is from 


0 


"Due 
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1 # LY 1 o 
* * 


8 


n IAN LITE AN TRAVELS. 
Hefore we had gone through this viſit, I attended 
te quarterly meeting of miniſters and elders, at 
Concord, and a8 1 pa therein, the unwearied ad- 
Jerſary renewed a former charge againſt me, by 
ſuggeſting to my mind, that I mighs know I had 
been wrong and under a deluſion, in entertaining 
2 belief I ſhould be called to the work of the mi- 
niſtry; for that all who had ever been rightly en- 
gaged therein, it was in acroſs greatly to the will 
of the creature, Which was not my caſe, for I was 
willing; this I felt to be true, and was therefore 
now exceedingly diſtreſſed, not conſidering that I 
was made willing by the weight of the excerciſe, 
which had been ſeveral years at times very heavy 
Apen me, until it feemed as a fire in my bones, and 
as, tho I was dumb with filence, I held my peace even 


2 How :good, and my . ſorrow 4as ſtirred, my heart was: 
7 5 mes WW te I un muſing the fire burned, 


«| XXX1x». 2, 3. While under this conflict, a 
ood up mn theſe words, Alſo I heard the. 

2 0 4 the Lord, — zobom J e ſend, and who. 
wil go for us* A e am 1, ſend me, 

Ia. vi. 8. Lacke. g/ 5 to —— whoſe will was; 
L rightly ſubjected to 5 Lord, it became their 
« meat and drink, to do the will of him, who had 
4 ſubjected them by his divine power, and ini 
« .enced their hearts with his love to mankind ;” by 
which I, was relieved, and my ſpirit humbled and. 
made N Next morning being. the firſt day. 

8 the 2 went to Kennet rede gs * 


King a * motion in a family viſit, as already re- 


Ried, 1 food, up, and R a few ſentences in 

| rand brokenneſs of ſpir tʒ and had ſolid {ITY 
on. I attended the Guarier = la of buſineſs At 
5010 6 Concord 


wy ” 


: : | a 


Concord on ſecond day; on my return from whetice - 


home,; I let in the old reaſonet, who ſuggeſted to 
me, that if I was called to the public” miniſtry, I 
had not waited: for a ſufficient ec miſſion to ſpcak 
for ſoine had been raiſed up with great power, and 
authotity they could not withſtand; but that I might 
have been ſtill and quiet, tlie motion was ſo gentle 
and low, and that 1 muſt not thinſt to ſpeak in pub. 
lic teſtimony in great meetings with d mA m 
tion; and in To doing, I had  committed?a fin that 
would not be readily forgiven, perhaps a ſin againſt 


endeavoured to be quiet in my mind, ſeeking! to 


know the Truth of ' my. preſent condition, I Was 
ſeeretly draw to follow and attend to ſometlling, 
that ſpoke inwardly after this manner “ if thou 
waſt to take à lad, an entire ſtranger to thy lan- 


.. 
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4 
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guage and buſineſs; however likely he appeared for 


ſervice; thou muſt ſpeak loud and diſtinctly to him, 
and perhaps with an accent br tone, that might ſhew 
thee to be in earneſt; to engage his attenflon; and 


point out the buſineſs; but thou wouldſt expect ijt 


Mould be otherwiſe with a child brought up in thine 
houſe, who knew thy language, and with whom 


thou hadſt been familiar; thou would expect him 


to wait by thee, and wateh thy motions, ſo as to be 
inſtructed by thine eye looking upon him, or point- 
ing thy finger, and wouldſt rebuke, or correct ſuch 
an one, if he did not obey thy will on ſuch a mall 


intelligent information.“ I was inſtantly relieved 


thereby, and leave my reader to judge from whenee 


this intimation came; believing it would be no etime 


in me, to judge it to be from the Spirit of | 


that was to lead and guide into all Truths! 


When this meeting was over, being in the ninth 
month 1733, we proceeded to finiſſi our family viſit, 
the part which remained was on the well ide of 


Suſquehanna, at Buſh river, and a few families be- 


| gun 


. ö 
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. 


me, With a gentle motion to 22 ow 


| have bread; for when I found a motion to ſpeak, I 


4 


4 thi 1E uud 2 18 


1 near Deer ereek; we were remarkabiy 
bured with the, preſence of our great and, good 
— pk who pened the ſtates of families to us, 

enen to dpeak thereto; may his holy 
2 The piſtt being finiſhed, we rg- 
— hame; and in 4 ſhort time after 85; fat — 
ameck day meeting, I had a few words fre _ 5 

ni 


feared o bit, ſtill remembring lowed a 
former: negleft,, ſo 1: — — as on my 
mind, and therein had peace, and afterwards was fi- 


lent foriſeveral wecks, in which time I let in n fear, 


4; was forſaken by my dear Lord and Maſter, whom 
1:loved above all way 6 for I had ng openings in 
heavenly. 1 s 4 thaught, but was left poor 


and nerdy, yet I loved friends, and, r membring a 
Aying of a münden formerly : Wa know that we have 
pad ſrom death! unto lie, b 


ee love the Bre- 
ihren, 1 John ili. 14. I hoped, that I was not quite 
Forgotten; ſome remarkable ſentences had ſixed in 
my mind ſometime before, uad, Igo began to 


underſtamm more ſenſibly, in © miniftry-ſhowld be of 


neceſſity,,andnot-of choice, and dherk is no lining 


by — oriby preaching merely; for ſomething 
an me was ready to wiſh to be employed, that] might 


Had che owning love of the heavenly Father; which 
is and ever will be hread to his children the crea- 
turely will, would chooſe aud would be buy with 
queſtioning, is it not, or may it not be ſo and ſo 

i e / that womaniſh part, which i is not permitte 


eſlion, 
for want of learning af the huſband at home, — 


to ſpeak in the chutch, it runs firſt-3 


ing in ſubjection to him, Which if Eye had literally 
done, un ſtead of reaſoning with the ſerpent that 
temptei; he might hayt heen preſerved from being 


n tempter. Our ſtreugth, preſervation, health, an 


peace ſtand in dur entire I dhe will f tke 


n ä Lord, 


res wo RO" 


mar eee ace of yeh Arufferinz light 
reigning, Mill dwefhing with! 9 c Br 
our own” hearts; humbly waititig for, aud feelin 
after; his- power to aul wt 1 the Reſurteaibhr? 3 
and the Life, and when he is 18 caled to e 1 
children partake in 3 His glory 1 
I continued in the ffation of an Fife, er, i te” | 
times delivered a few ſentencegin bl OO, TG. 
which occaſioned, me to apprehend I 'ſhould net 5e 
ia my proper place, except Trequieſted'to be bp 
from my elderflfip; after à time of 'weighty cone 
deration, I modeſtig requeſted, that Nie . 
cöhfider my caſe, for inſtead of taking care 
miniſtry of others, 1 ſtood in need o tlie care of 
others, and that 8 Could be relicying to my mind, 1 
if they" would nominate an eldet In my room, which 
was taken into conſideratiqn for à time; friends F 
waiti gr ſuppofe to fee'what proof I mould make of, 
'"Tattended/the winter quarterly meet. 
| ing of jects and elders, and Had to give an ac⸗ 
- codhe” of the" miniſtry at out fnebtin wing, he! 1 
being called” to 5 one elfter - iy r ick or 
— wo" the ſettlement 7, tlie meeting 8 ey 
wy Ws," hoo FEET 90 5 
0 Ha 


"Ott min Ne 
Acne, r 
; a ee 
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mii He püblie eie WH, j 
pot — 5 that via" wi — 
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than titel i "white .Was 
what T Meter a>" Inder che Werbe fen d 
nnd, Ir ir was ict Fromm a Kluge GE DEE 
HRA Un —— Fane apr Und; Put 


Fm til Gfferefck Befcseft th rdf, Bez. 1 
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Dor further, 
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ther pure 


bby 
Ti &, and e ends... 


26 To, "LIFE, are TRAVELS, | 
further, which zg d pat do tes work, but to put 


\praftice what thiey heard recommended, was on- 
well receiving of it, and if, that was really the 


LY — 65 our ſociety, would: appear more beautiful WR 
dt preſent; thus the matter cloſed, and I had pe 
"$$ ** the remark. T think this was the laſt e 21 


ded as an elder; before the next quarterly 
T month 17 34. wee apc 
recommended. in my place. |\ V 5 
About this time as I fat in 'one E's our own vets 
ings, felt a flow of affection to the people, for many 
not of our ſociety came there, perhaps out of curi- 
ofity,. ſeveral young miniſters having come forth in 
ub ic teſtimony, in which extraordinary flow of af 
ection, I had a very bright opening as I thought, 
and expected to ſtand up with it very ſoon, but be- 


ing willing to weigh it carefully was not very forward, 

, viewing its decreaſing brightneſs, until ſomething 

ſaid as it were within me, “ is the woe in it,“ 18 

neceſſity. laid upon thee, 1 Cor, ix. 16. And theres. 

fore woe if thou preach not the goſpel. This put 


me to a ſtand, and made me — after the living 


7 


= preſence of him, .in whoſe name and power I deſired 


to; if I appeared in teſtimony; and not feelin 
SET ver of Truth e nd 5 
9 0 | Ny 5 7255 And te | 
mul tor ts prefer vate 

ength aud . the ung, 
ne 55 1 Fe UN 
nany., 72 * My Aa 
5 ar: {ail cheir ſhips and, 
8 TE, 2 in würd 6-15 
75 ang, ne, cop; xangly ge- 
the dings of, the eee 
tat times to,reach\.qyer;ſea and 
1 but; hgweyer, f 
I believed; wa my has x 
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athy 17 
| my; | 


wag elated, 


ers TH 


"Thould 


2 
CY * } 


do ein nun enn. . 
mond 10 approve of. my miniſtry,” as as as to recommend 
me as a'miniſter,” before I made any Tequeſt tego 
Kür: abroad, though I went * ſome neighboutir 
„ fuch as could go to in à morning, A 


hen! joine at night, but not without acquainting _ | 
dome elderly” jt 1 and Keen * 


* In the winter' 1715 iam kr vn a my 19 = 
in law, my ſiſter ww Brown then a. 5 7 65 * | 
and 2 Were all recommended to 1 4 


Uetown, Galen! Cat and 2 meetings, 9 ol 25 
ing that he would $0 with me, for without ſome 
itable companion I was not 1 to go, becauſe 1 
wild” be neceſſary, that notice ſhould 4 given o 
Ft the dirs the of. a, viſit, which he alſo thought * 
"neceſſary, and let me know A be would take the 
needful care; which 1 ſuppoſech Wag previouſiy to 
inform ſome friends of each meeting, in order that 
might acquaint their eighbours if” they had 
om, and I was ealy,.n knowing but be would @ © | 
beit me company: On third day F was at the — 1 
ral meeting of 'worſhip held at Providence, and ar, 
the breaking up thereof, the friend whom 1. 
ſpoken to, ſtood up and; gave public notice, that * 
intended to ſit with elend at the ni meetings 1 
and named the days i in order, and requeſted. frie 9 
* take proper care to give notice; at which 7 «* 4 
wt exceedingly fu tprized, and e that I had 1 
ken thereof; 1 Would have'gladly-ran home "PR 
for fear of bri g reproach, and th me it ſeemed 
Itkely it would be the caſe if I p purtued the tratr 


Hid out for me; in this ſtrait 1 was hu humbled even to WK 


weeping; a ſympathizing ing experienge friend came 
- © me, and ſpake affeRionately, "bidding me 158 5 to 


de alt down, for it was heard with * that 
8* N e 
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[ng gia Ve 


en 
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Fi inſttubrs, but 100 few, ie 
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| ly counſel and fear, * ha 19277 5 
"heart, and in ildom, of 
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575 heart to viſit 1 meetings, and. cha 
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1 b le. Ho 5 a tha ee NEV 
- Store of n 1 I expe 90 Tun careful at- 
tended Ms wy F cip Fee PRA Fears, an 100 | 
Been” Tometimes. aQiye therein; the. gs Wene 
erally. Pref Fully and 1 believe, truth . 
lc of, 1 f il. 
$ were, very Kind 
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8 Wen whos re called to the Lord's work according 0 
| * 8 Wert evera ll diſpotitions,” pros, and gifts receiy- 


© be. pxeſeryed' growing 


5 Bs. Ha by Him, the Alpha Feten bim, their 


beginn „to Ms with t 147 to 
** 600 e the Firſt had th the. 
the Lord God er. all, 


lued” theintely 1 2 50 
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levenhing 


grew zit fig gi and after one of theimeekingela 


knew! the vf peo 
inform mel at whick eee 
not without (as Lit a humble: fear; kn 
\thariflaitery 0 ung carded eu een f Ut 


oh is 2 — ng winters "add x 


ſomnetimes makes them fwell Beyond" tlie 
inc. t Plymouth, I Harty Si perk 
4t- (eemed) yonimey” as if What I' Had te ) & 
ceived freely by the people, und aſter mectiſig 15 
filled with Joy rte ſucl a degres, tliat 1 We 
ba eee my company, (ech nes eng 

ed,) in our going to a friends houſe, inwardly priy- 
ed that it might be taken from me, for feared, 


that by the: natural part in me, it was taken to - 
ceſs. Next day we Rad u hall mier meeting we Id: 


Pugh's houſe,” where I'"thought Thaw the ftates' of 
pe ene very ctear,; and Had ſomething For 
which perhaps I delivered in too) ſtrong terns} 
ſidering my age and experſenee itt the miniſtry 
becoming fear and modeſty in 3 od 
ornamental and ſafe for miniſters; both 

old after: meeting, we weſt komen with 1 

to North Wales, who eonverſed: vt 8 is 
but was grave and ſolids and therein à 


ample to me; for ſometimes: young miniſters 2 


themſelves: by too much taking, and drayy/ fro 


others of like freedom, things not conyenſent for 3 


them to heat. The next day we were at North. 


wales mecting, which wag large, being firſt Gay, 
my brother W. B. appeared in the forcpatt aut 
d-fervice;: ora J ſtood” up with a 18 


Works and ſoon tat down again without much rehef, 
| which 


ab JEET GUN CAN. 249 

merting at a\ſchookhoutle in upper Merion, = 
and over” Schuytkill'no! Mlynbuthy we: had gesd 
Aatisfa@ions: * _— ſe@brha-inySbrother 


Wellm 1 friend told mes ithet I was” & Seh And 
ple better - than HEC DονEQ 


5 


4 good opening as I thought, but found Hard 


"oY 82 Tun LITE Nun. TRAVELS 

_— " itchy being 
| a D again, . Al acal tat exceeded my 
ildith knowledge, laid on ſamd ſtrokes with! the 

uſtrength oll the mans part more than with the hum- 

"lk Wut Truth; Yet if we deliver hard _ 


"and bleed, and by, nature fodjeRt; 


1 the power, and to. miniſter only in the ability of 
ruth, in the / e 3 wiſdom 

x] inſpire 84 1 at down and in 
5 moment felt m Tas left in. great —— and 
Fix broke up the meeting in a minmte or two al- 


„which I. ſooh-thaug ht was rather unkind, as it 


emed to ſhew *A bl diſlike, when a private ad- 


Fee which I believed was my due, would have 


lwered the end hetter; but hit I knew tliey 


atled ſtill deeper on my mind; in the afternoon 
"0 wi 0 andi was very much dejetted, and my 
152 y N Evan] Evans, an experienced miniſter 
father in the church, bid me be ſteady and in- 

* wed looking to the Lord who knew how to deal 
MES 5775 Wo child Fl, Fe gently correct, as well when 
- * ty 1007 |, as too flow; this fatherly ten- 
2 fully A my eyes; for before I was in 

doubt rein I had miſſed; I now believed 


a he had the judgment of Truth; this was 


4-4 7 1 oyly felt an oppoſing ſpirit in ſome, 
155 had been! remarkably. fpoken to by me, 


"had, the mind of Truth; this inſtead of reheving, 
80 added hy my aflition, for I ſaw it would 

Wen dene heeded, to take me from 2 
Bal / © 


T7 ' little/juinuſual; I: ventured to ſtand 


; Hrailties;. this would lead us cloſely» to: —— 


an aſternoon-meeting; I judged that I had in- 
. BN on, the} time, and the weight: of the trial 


ale Lwas too zealous and forward, and believed 


for me; I abhorred myſelf, and was in great 
I chauld not be fr Ain Atiother friend 


fixed me nog to be too much caſt-down; for 


"= 2 
1 
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the hand of the, Lord, which, was heavy upor | 
and ſomethi! 1 82 faid, Let God: be true 75 | 
every man 2 £798 Keep to the witneſs in thine own 
heart, atte itit of Truch there; bx | 
mind its re; nary Man through: 77 wk affection 
and ſympath may exr, and; adminiſt er falſe te | 
ſtruction, but the other proceeds. from the God ) 
Truth. I would: hate siven all that I had to have 
been at. home, for 1 greatly: fo that I fhoul 
bring a reproach on the. truth, onour whereof 
was dear to me I hid my Ale it much a8 pol; 
ſible, and ied: to attend me Ae . with m 
brother, whom I greatly preferrred, am yoo ara 
to diſcourage by my complaints. 
We were at a meetin Skippack, and t and 
at Perkioming or News» Trovidence, 3 2 EAC whereo 
I bad fo. much light and underſtanding as to offer 
* zords, but the Jeryice lay chiefly.on my bro. 
r; from thence, we went to Oley; where I: had | 
8 25 things to 1 7 03 in a friends ho 73 in an Shed. 
ing with, his, Ys "which large; She: 
gend in great tenderneſs, obſerved. afterward; that! 
5 was not ceaſed, for their ſtates, were ery 
xally ſpoken, to, cd. 11 1 for 1 Was. 
_ FARES thought myſelf one of th be 
and moſt unqualified Cc ever "travelled ed 1 
eat ſervice, in which we were now engaged; 
wy iſpenſation though ſorrow ful to Mace fu 
was very humbling and profitable for me, e, who, per- 
1 but a little before was ready, to ink ] knew 
ſomething about preaching, but non Knew! * 
that 1 might. more Aully unde rſta "that, 15 £ 
thinketh-of himſelf 5 2 knoweth any :thing,, 
weth nothing as he.ought tO: kn, „te Wit, that: 
all pure knowledge is ſealed! up in Hin who! ie the! 
Fountain of Wiſdom and Knowledge, to: hn HU 
opened. by | himlelf co his dependant; childyeay by: 


the tevelation of bis on Spirits whey: and t hm 


he oficales, 


Fg 
| vn 


2 2 wr a Maſabn"Greck,”ahd 10% 
8 10 land | 
q, 10 faecrell for 1 110 5 Brie meetings, 

| up 1 n: 1 Was like ane wht ha vt learned a few” 


ch ae e Ph 


5 7950 e Gepremon ok pirit I felt before, 
5 Zh preg Bt gr Fear, end fe Wie 


ae 1 erfwaded”' 
made me Ye 
11 


6 c ty | OWA 


85 F Ot 
: 45 Logs { 0 des- and led te the hefe“ 


_ . whitre friend 
* corre! ib bh, 2 uide, for Which TWas 
thankfalp believing i to 
5 ae ebe And not bately chance fene 


e, ENT FRE S 


RA 10% in r 
had 4 f w ſentenees, dä ken Was cloſe 


things, 18 rules T9 literal "Eno 9 E 


ad in Bucks 


0 t; ee as | Father 155 : ettlarged, and 
1s Fucking Ham, WII f Falls, Middletown 
ti oh. 200 6 er- KR: let to Barkngton in New! 

| 22 92 "the-WeatHer Veins ctterd MEE, and cathic 


| 45 again on the ice over! Dela wart the fame Krell“ 


pe Poe and thence ae 10 ByBerty ant 


un estas ant by eine eue 1 was ebenes 


meeting at North Wales; 1 was in [omi 
1 Ek vs -b&fib14 the Tifting up T7 


ue pe 


athers 5 5 ice, which' make + lh Ts 
ae Front Mat A. Kent be 
92 1 0 0 L Ive e Ep 5 bf 
60K to new iP the” way 


Mu che way'th the owe, whick 
75 Hot WA I we Moufd mise wr 
i oula . - 
5 Bd t — — my 
mind” a4 fach 5 Je lat p rovidente i want Sink 
ang thar ice ebe rs aneh of + maß o 
had Crate Tou "We Gert in; and felt a ſdaden 

tur . wn tine theme; which: made ine 
ne us to fl Atldpwhere we found! 


Wete! Aa 518. Bi 


8 


Evers | n and We were not Ai. 
the fetrerldirection f 
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this-with a view to excite ſuch who may meet with 


difficulties, to rely on him alone who can ſhew the 


e and give faith to follow, but man muſt be hum- 
e and quiet in mind, to underſtand the inward 
— Kate that Truth favours with; this ſmall . Wy 
thering was owned in a good ine with the 

vine preſence. & 
From thence we paſſed to Abivigtin and kt HE 
mectings, and to Philadelphia; and after viſiting of 
thoſe meetings, we turned to Germantown, and dd 
over Schuylkill to Merion meeting, where we met 
our worthy friend John' Forthergill, who had great 
pad. * Eier therein, with whom my brother 
returned to Philadelphia to the quarterly 
meeting, which began next day, and while he was 
abſent from me I attended Springfield and Newtown 
meetings, when he again came to me, we attended 


ſome other meetings until our quarterly meeting 
began, at which was our friend John Cadwalader 


from Horſham, who had good ſervice; after: which "74 


I returned home and was glad to fit with friendgin 


our own meeting, wherein I did not ſee it was mx 
place to ſay much: but by Munz to NOTE * 


WEIR. 1430 


Early this ſpring (1737,) the Lord was Phe! 


to try me with poverty and inward want, which 


. me into great ſearchings of heart, and ſe- 


into the cauſe, but could not under- 
Land that I had wilfully difobeyed, neither ſtiod 
convicted in my mind for doing amiſs, but my po- 


verty and inward want increaſed; ' with diſtreſs ane 


doubting to that degree, that 1 began to fear Thad 
miſtaken, and took error for truth, and in my-own 
imagination formed a religion, and for the rebelli- 
on of my youth was ſuffered to go on until new: 
and all that ever I had done was brought into judg- | 
ment and reduced to nothing, and the enemy ef- 
25 a ſtir me * impatience, 8 8 
uad 


{ 


- 
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” 
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ſuade me, that my tranſgreſſions would never be 
_ forgiven; many days of ſorrow and nights of ſore 
_ diſtreſs I paſſed through, and began to deſpair of 
ever beholding the Light of the Heavenly counte- 


- nance lifted up towards me again. 84 
Towards the laſt of the third month I went to 
Sadſbury, to ſettle a diſpute about the bounds of 
land and having ſomething to do near Samuel Nutt's 


Ion works on French creek, as I was going thither 


«+.» 


being alone and my inward ſorrow and diſtreſs 
1 very great, I thought I would now endeavour to 
"vent it, were it but in mournful groans, and draw- 
ing in my breath in order to vent it in a groan, my 
inward anguiſh ſeemed to burn like fire, and I was 
. inſtantly ſtaid from breaking forth, for I was per- 
ſuaded my paſſion of grief if given way unto, would 
8 Beyond bounds, to the tearing of my cloaths, 


fk no further, my heart not being tender, I could 


= 
= * 
. 
* 


not weep, which brought me to a more ralm pauſe 


fttzhan I had known for ſome time, and therein was 


"realy to ſay, can the good hand be ſtill near to ſtay 


me, Oh! that I may have patience given, and reſolu- 


YT 


— 


* 
« 
1 


* 9 


%: > 


: 


ien ſtrengthned to contimile ſeeking, and if at laſt * 
I mould periſh, that it may be at his footſtool; for 
a mall ſpace I had ſome hope of beholding again 
bim whom my ſoul once loved above all things; 
but in a few miles riding it began to look pleaſant 
to me, to go into ſome remote place where I ſhould 
not be known, When reflecting thus what! aban- 


don mine acquaintance! violate, my marriage cove- 


nant, and leave my neareſt connections! I ſuddenly 
knew this proſpect of pleaſure was from the el 


one, and ſomething in me abhorred it as wicked, 


And as it were cloſed my eyes therefrom; ſo that 


2 


evening I went to the houſe of a former intimate 


acquaintance to lodge, who received me kindly, 


And in the evening brought a book containing ſome 
aſtronomical problems, and began to converſe very 
. 88 N _  treely 


as aforetime; but I was heavy in my ſpirit and in- 


wardly thoughtful about ſomething of another na- he 
ture, and he ſoon". perceiving his converſation on 
that ſubject was diſagreeable, propoſed my going tao 


- 
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freely; thereon, ſuppoſing it would be pleaſant tome t | 


bed as fitteſt for a weary man, judging that to be 


my preſent ailment, I was glad of the offer and 5 , 


e accepted thereof. I ſaw now clearly, 
that when my mind was turned from delighting in 


that wherein our former friendſhip conſiſted, m * 


company was rather unpleaſant to him, 1 ſoon 1 


his houſe: in the morning, diſpatched my buſineſs, 
and returned home with as much ſpeed as I could, 


without the leaſt inclination to go elſewhere; 1 
believe my prayer was heard; for I had patience 28 
granted to me, I ſay granted, becauſe no man can 


endue himſelf therewith, and I think my * 


gradually abated after the time aforementioned. 
When one has faſted, and ſuffered the — 
of natural food for a lang ſeaſon, men of prud- 


ence will portion out the food they give to ſuck 
with care, that ſtrength may be increaſed and the 
conſtitution preſerved bealthful and ſound. The 
Lord, whoſe Love and Care to his children doth 


far exceed that of any natural parent to his off- 5 : 


dealt with me in his tender mercy, givi 
at times by the gentle touches of his Love, to fe 


that he had not forſaken me, which in a feu mi- 
fates. would be again withdrawn, but tho? of fort 


continuance, was ſufficient for me to own it was 
worth all my ſorrowful longing for and hereby he 


was pleaſed to let me experimentally know the value 
of Heavenly Bread by the want of it having food 


and raiment I was now taught to be there with con- 
tent; the renewing of beavenly favour, and tha 


covering of the Holy Spitit, logs to be adinitted © 


tal ſtand before him in humble reverence, with gtaci · 


dus acceptance, Was was all my ſoul craved;/ Locher 


* | watited : 


- 
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_ wanited this man's gift, nor the other man's popyw- 
larity and eloquenee, {but to be in merey admitted 
into the number of ks family, and occupying mine 
on gift to his honour alone that gave it. When 
Peter was examined by his Lord whom he had de- 
nie through fear, Loveft thou me more than 
. theſe? the third time anfwered ; << Thou knoweſt all 
things, thou knowelt that 1 lote ther: He did not 
anſwer the queſtion in its full extent, via. more than 
_ #beſe with refpect to the reſt of the Diſciples who . 
Bad not denied their Lord and Maſter; as Peter 
bud done, Who was nevertheleſs looked upon with 
_  Torgiving: compaſſion, and therefore had need to 
De in proportion; perhaps his bhoneſt confeſſion 
and appeal to his Maſter's Knowledge might thorten 
his anſwer ;:his threefold charge of 5 the ſhecp 
and Jambs of his Lord, was neceflary to gain his 
diligent attention to the work of him whom he 
tive times denied; be to whom much is forgiven, © 
loveth much if he is not ungrateful: No marvel that 
I met with this trial of my love and affection, who 
fo' often (not through fear, but the defite of indulg- 
ing my. creatutely will, had denied, or neglected 
to follow] my Lord and Maſter who had fo early 
made me acquainted with his will, and who::now 
| had paſſed by mine oſſences, and called me to work 
in bis vineyard; now I was made thankfhl for fa- 
vours Which before had ſearcely been owned 26 
fach; for to be preſerved imwardly watchful, and 
quietly reſigned, to wait upon the Lord, 'though we 
partake not of immediate conſolation by the renew. 
ing of-life; is a great blefpng, for Which we'buptir 
to de thankful, as we cannot ſtay our own mind, 
nor curb ouf thoughts; and Pdid believe thut la- 
bour was hralthful, created ana and ſweet tet 
tte reliſh of reſt ad food in a ſpititual as welt us nh 
tural ſenſe, and therefore 1 wanted not tb un tlie 
| Bp of. idlencls and live on the labour of N 12 
| * ane. er, 


13: 1 
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After this trial which continued moſt of the 

mmer, I was much favoured with the incomes of 

ivine Love and Life, and in the winter followin 
viſited moſt of the meetings in Cheſter: County, 
and ſome few in Philadelphia County, the weather 
yas very cöld being abodt the middle of the tenth - 
month when I ſet out, and in my journey went to 
viſit a worthy friend who was indiſpoſed, and lodged 
at his houſe, and as we ſat together i in the-eventh 4 
he aſked: me why I choſe-the- winter ſeaſon to viſit 
my friends in, for many inſirm folks could hardly 
attend meetings, and faid he was ſometimes ready 
to query, whether public friends do not take that 
time to ſerve their maſter, becauſe they could do 
but little for themſelves. I was thoughtful and l/ 
in my mind before, and had ſome reaſoning Wh 


ther it had not been better har V hadefteld af bone 2 85 


than ventured out on the ſer vice at that ume f tHe 
year: ''Though I thought I had an engagement fr; 
cient when I ſet outz this query of his made me 
eie mage n HASAI Ao, to ny restoning, But 
ſoon recovered Rtrength;” and it'eame frefft in 
mind ta all him whether friends eduld eat te ſup pply 
and ſuſtain their bodies in the tummer, and 
alſo of ſpiritual food for their ſouls in that aof, 
fo as not to labour in the winter and care for the 
faſtenanee of their bodies, or aſſemble and attend 
meetings to worſhip and wait upon God for "Tituak 
or for their” fouls?: he. acknowledged 1 | 
ery fatisfied him to the full, and mid he Wat 
gd of my wit, and hoped Mis talking as he dick 
would” not Uiſcourage me, for 1 „ 
brought a damp ever me at Erft, tlg anfivet WE 
deve was given to me for thine'own help 
encburagement to me through this jou 

which 1 Bad moft of the * Je Jo CEN 


Londengréve fer à companion, whe! 0 0 ve 1 
Wrerabſe, and in my returm Home: 1 Eo 
. | 


© 


. 
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apo PR} 0: . * p. I FEN 1 | 


9. 7 215 | dag ever t-2.: 

= Journey with Reber ordan'to the Weſtern 
Maryland in the N X's 1738. Ho wht _ 

1 at Shrewſbury in Neo. Jerſey— And 
vun Jobn Hunt through'that Provi is Vi * 
to the Eaftern-ſbore' of Maryland His fark 
Fairfax: and Hopewell in Virginia in company 2 
a Committee of Friend: And a ſecond. e . th 
Eaſterntſbore of Maryland with — 
and companion And his Viſit to eee ee ww” 
1% company” with ones bach. Fee tl in 1 an 


4 MIO" ve 1 at 
1. the umme eg i n t with Robert Jons 
„to Weſt⸗ riwer yearly- meeting in Maryland, 
and ve viſited maſt of the meetings of friends in 
that province, and his company was profitably in- 
ſtructive to me who was but young in the miniſtry; 
I think I knew him well, he had a good gift of the 
e was highly favoured in the living 
enings of Truth, but was often low in mind ai 

ery humble in ſpirit; one time as we were riding 

together, he lagged behind for ſeveral miles, I 
aſked him why he rode ſo flow, he made no reply, 
whereupon. I; ſtopt until he came up, bis counte- 
A was ſolid, and looked as if he had been weep- 
L aſked what ailed him, after ſome time he told 
— chat he had been thinking of the. great favours 
which man partook, of, particularly in being placed 
aver the beaſts of the field, and how cafily they 
5 broke, and made ubject to bis will, what a 
| turn. with. the bridle, would put them to the 
right hand or. the left, and on a gentle motion would 
end, or ſlacken their page, at the vill or pleaſure 
0 the, rider, and that man; the moſt noble and in- 
gent creature, ould . ſo far, neglect the duty of 
1 Filling. ſubjection to his Maker, who Wy 


* 
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| has favoured him with temporal bleſſings, and the 
knowledge of heavenly things. I had been at that 
meeting about three years before, having had ſome 
buſineſs to do for a friend of mine on the Eaſtern- 
ſhore of Cheſopeak, and croſſed over the Bay to 
the Weſtern-ſhore, and was at the yearly- meeting, 
and being grieved at the conduct of ſome of the 
elders, whoſe age, if they had kept to the Truth 
and had been zealous for = honour thereof, would 
have made them better examples; I ſpoke my mind 
plainly to them, but not without proper caution 
_ (as I thought) both with reſpect to my youth and 
their age; but ſome ſeemed a little eee. th 
e aſked for my certificate, if 1 had any, I honeſt. 
told them, the principal buſineſs that brought 4 
2 om home was temporal, which having -acc@no- 
dated, I thought I might attend that meeting with. _ 
out offence, i L did not miſbehave myſelf. William 
Richardſon deſired friends to conſider what I had 
ſaid, for he believed if they did, they would per- 
_ reive the young man had — with him, that 
might anſwer for one of a gearing. unn, 
to attend ſuch a meeting. | 
It may not be unfeaſonable to relate that niche 
year 1736, one night as I lay in bed, my mind-was 
uncommonly affected with the incomes of Divine 
Love and Life, and therein I had a view of che 
churches in New- jerſey, with a clear proſpect that 
I. ſhould vifit them, and in that proſpect andthe 
ſtrength of affection which I then felt, I ſaid — 
heart it is enough; I will prepare for the j 
Toon as I can hear of a ib ebe Get — 
not expect that I. ſhall have a clearer fight than!!! 
now have, I ſoon Hard of a friend who ad 2 Viſit 
to Ne- Jerſey before him, I ſpoke to him about 
my concern, he let me know that he knewof a 
companion, and they had agreed upon à time to 
| Proceed, after I had mentioned it to him * 
0 


% 
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8 my concern ſeemed to dic away; but 


| I:#emembered-the reſolütion that I took up 
that 1 then thought I would not look to be b biaden 
again, and yvas fearfy] ſomething had draun my mind 
from the proper attention to that opening, which 
was the. reaſon it ſeemed to go of; ut the more I 
ſtrove to look after ＋ the duller it grew; I then 
ſorely repented that I had, ſpoken about it; and 
thought it ſhould be a Warning to me in future; for 
I began to ſee there was a difference between ſee- 
ing what was to be done, and being bidden to do 
the thing ſhewn, beſides this, I had to conſider 
there was a time to bud, a time to bloſſom, a time 
— <q to ſet and appear, and a time for it to 


15 ye in the forepart of the winter (4538 LN 1 
thaug ht it ſeemed to revive, and when I ſaw john 
Hunt a friend from England, believed I ſhould go 

with him when he went thro New-Jerſey, and told 
him what 1 thought, at which he rejoiced, for we 
were nearly united; ſo we appointed a time to meet 
at Philadelphia, and when we had fo far concluded, 
being about ſix weeks beſorehand, my concern, 
as:il-thought, foon withered away, and I began to 
de in great fear that I had been again too forward 
therein, but after fome time of humbling exerciſe 
m that account, the Lord, whom I feared, from the 
e which he was pleaſad |torentioh my beat, 
| * to remember, n I made the ap- 
85 1 with N friend, it was in his fear and 
def, and as I had cen clearly 
800 1 appointment, it was. wy place to attend 
inchumble reliance on him for ty to perform the 
embaſſy for the Lord who calls — ſendeth forth 
Bie own, val alſo provide all things haunt, * 
them. "$6.34 04 
3 When * time came, 1 ſet Land: ome —_ PI 
—_— which continued ng entered our 
ati | ſervice; 
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ſervice; vr took a few meetings befote our generals 
ſpring meeting; and after attending tliat, e went 
to Woodberry, Pilesgrove, Salem, Alloways- cree 
Gage and ſo to Cape- ma pe-may, and had font clelg 
act 


work, but in the main ſatisfactory to ourſelves" a 
leaſt; after having ſeveral meetings at and near _ 
Capes, we went to Great-Eggcharbour and had a 
meeting there, and another the houſe of our 
friend Japhet Leeds, and ſo over the Marſhes to 
Little. Eggrharbour river, and had two meetings with 
— in one of which I ſtood up with à large 
opening as I thought, but after a ſhort introductiomm 
it icloſed up, and i fat down again, which was ſome 
mortification to me as a man, tho' very profitable, 
being thereby taught to know, that he that wool 
ſpeak as the oracle of God, muſt,” under the gentle 

- burden' of the word, in Numble fear wait for —4 
dom utterance, and ablility to perform the ſervice 
to the edification of the church /and his own inward 
Peace, and not to look after large and ipecious 
openings, ſometimes deſirable to the creaturely 


part both in cucknde and I which muſt ſuffer 
famine. 


At cnc 1 es meekingy | in '"theſs TIN coming 


very early, a friend belonging thereto invited us to 
go to his houſe not far off, arid he would put up 
7 horſes to bay during the time- of the meeting, 
faying that we muſt go to his houſe to dine; but 
I' felt: a ſtop in my mind, and told him that our 


| horſes could ſtand very well there until after meet- 


ing it ſo fell out that neither of us. ſaid any thing 
in the meeting, which nevertheleſs was to us ſatis- 
factory, for we had a ſenſe that the prople had been 


fed with words, and had a hunger thereafter; more 


than for the inſtruction of the pure word of Power 
and Wife nigh in the heart and mouth, that * — 
not only hear it but be found doers thereof; 
the meeting no one aſked us to dine, but went 
af G | away 


„ 
2 
* 
* 
* 
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away and left us, and had it not been for the carcuof 
= our kind guide that came from the meeting we were! 
3 laſt at, we. ſhould have been at à loſs to have got 
forward; I mention this to ſhew he unacceptable 
ſilence is to ſuch whoſe ears itch after word.. 
From hence we went thro the deſert to upper 
Springfield, where we had a ſatisfactory meeting, 
then taking the meetings. Northward to Stony- 
brock and Trenton, we returned to Bordentown, 
and ſo croſſed Delaware. Some of the meet- 
ings were large and very ſatisfactory under the 
owning of truth, the power whereof was in domi - 
nion, and the name of the Lord praiſed, who is 
worthy forever; and ſome were remarkably cloſe 
and hard, which made me remember 2 ſaying of 
that experienced miniſter and elder John Fothergill, 
that, When he was firſt in this country, he had 
ſome extraordinary meetings hereaway, the people 
being induſtrious in à natural as well as fpirituat 
ſenſe, ſome of whom were now removed; and their 
children poſſeſſed the temporal eſtates of , their: fa- 
thers, and though their outward habitations lobked 
ſpacious their meetings for worſhip were dull and 
heavy, by reaſon of a wordly ſpririt, and their in- 
difference about heavenly treaſure.“ One meeting 
which we were at was remarkably hard; my com- 
panion J. H. was exceedingly exereiſed, under a 
ſenſe that the people were too rich, full, and whole 
in their own eyes, he fat the meeting through 
and ſuffered in filence, but I had fomething to ſay 
very cloſe and particular, and felt a degree of- the 
ſtrength and power of Truth to clear myſelf in an 
innocent and A manner, and remembering they 
were brethren, did not preach myſelf out of charity 
towards them, and ſo had peace. We went home 
with an elderly friend, who in a ſtern manner aſked 
me from whence I came, and ſaid I was a ſtran 
to him, I anſwered him with a cheerful boldneſs; 


\ . 
\ 
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he aſked me what my calling was, I told him huſ- 
bandry, he farther queried it I was uſed to ſplitting 
of wood, I let him know I had practiſed it for ma- 
ny years, he again aſked me, if I knew the mean- 


ing of a common ſaying of thoſe who were uſed to 


that buſineſs, Tis ſoft knocks muſt enter hard 
blocks; I told him I knew it well, but there were 
ſome old wood that was rather decayed at heart, 
and to ſtrike with a ſoft or gentle blow at à wedge 
in ſuch blocks, would drive it to the head without 
renting them and the labour would be loſt, when a 
few ſmart lively ſtrokes would burſt: them aſun- 
der; whereupon: he laid his hand on my ſhoylder, 
ſaying, Well my lad, I perceive thou art born 
for a warrior, and I commend thee;“ And thus we 


came off better than we expected, for I thought he | 


pointed at my ſervice that day; he was ever after - 
ward very loving to me, and I was inwardly thank- 
ful that the Lord was near to me, for which 1 praiſe 
his ſacred name. To be becomingly bold in the 
cauſe of Truth, at times is particularly neeeſſary, 
otherwiſe the weight of the teſtimony thereof would 
be leſſened, and a carping ſpirit ſet over it. 
From Bordentown we went to Plumſtead in Bueks- 
county, and on a firſt day had a pretty good meet- 
ing, and to a monthly-meeting at Buckingham, 
then ta Wrightſtown, the Falls, and Middletown, 
which meetings were in a good degree ſatisfactory, 
the reaches of the Power of Truth being felt to ex- 
tend; for which we were thankful; tho* in ſome 
of them, there is too great a want of faithſul mem. 
bers to put the diſcipline in practice àgainſt 'thoſe 
that were diſorderly, and thereby brought a re- 
proach on the Truth; we then went to Philadel- 
phia, and next day to Cheſter, from whence I went 
home the ſame day. He „ ..18* 2: | 
In the falb of the year 1740, I had fome draw. 
ings in my mind to attend the Wang 
20 : Shrewl- 


i 
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oy, and was at ſeveral meetings on m 
wa eee at one of which a friend appeare 
5 who, thought had good ſervice in the forepart of 
| his teſtimony, but as truth did not riſe into domi- 
nion ſo high as he expected, perhaps in too much 
zeal and creaturely warmth, he laid on a little too 
Faſt; and continued until the life rathef abated, 
and fome tender minds hurt; for it often hap 
that ſuch. to whom hard things belong, will put 
them off, and thoſe who are more tender aud leaſt 
deſerving of ſuch doctrine, will take it to them- 
ſelves ta theit own hurt. Oh! how careful miniſ- 
ters ought to be whilſt they are in their ſervice, 
that they may be favoured with an inward feeling 
ſenſe. of the ſtates to which they miniſter, and be 


jnffuenced with Wiſdom from above to divide the 


word aright, in meekneſs, gentleneſs, and holy 
Fear, then truth will have its own weight, authori- 
ty and power. After the friend fat down, it be- 
came the concern of anather in a few words, as it 
were to number the ſlain, and ſearch for the wound- 
ed, and ſet cloſe and hard things where they be- 
longed, by deſcribing their ſeveral diſpoſitions in 
chooſing and refuſing to take hard things. Aﬀter- 
wards, being in company with the friend above 
hinted, zud he being down in his mind and 
Haps not fully knowing the cauſe, aſked me what 
I ' thought of the meeting, to which I was not for- 
Ward to anſwer; he ſaid, tell me what I have done 
this day? whereupon 1 aſked him privately and in 
a. plealant; manner, what Gideon did to the men 
of Suceoth? Jud. viii. 16. at which he was greatly 
humbled, fully underſtandin ng, what I meant, and 
did not in the leaſt reſent the hint; which 1 thought 


was truly great in him, and very becoming a mi- 
niſter; for if we would inſtruct others, we ſhould 


be eremplaty in king aer r when 
Nxe eſſary. N haf nem n 
; On 
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falling in company with Robert Jor- 


On my way 
tur: we had à freedom to propoſe a meeting to the 
Anabaptiſts at Middletown, to which they rea 
conſented, and we had a profitable opportuni 


-with them in their meeting houſe, and on the ſame + 


evening a meeting at the houſe of Hugh Harrſhorne, 
to which ſeveral baptiſts came; ' this was a time of 
favour, and 1 hope of ſervice, it was LY 
R. J. in folemn prayer and thankſgiving to the Loi 
who is worthy forever and ever. Juſt as the meeting 
broke up, I felt myſelf poor and inwardly wenk, 
to as great a degree as ever I had done, and 
looking towards my ſald friend T fd, he was in the 


fame condition,” for it ſeem'd as if we — Ley | 


ſtrength to ſtand; but à query of our ata 
"Fame ſuddenly "into my Derg and Ab e relief 
viz. Who hath" touched me? Whereupon [leaning 
toward m companion, I repeated it to him, being 
= beh that it was as much for his help as my 
own. He underſtood the meaning inſtantly'with- 
out further explanation}! and was thereby alſo re- 
lieved. Perhaßs ſome” Who may hereafter 
theſe lines, may think this is — bold for a mortal 
man to mention; but having by a degree of expe- 
rience known, that when the healing virtue of 
Truth from the holy Phyſician of Souls, has flowed 


through an humble ſervant, to the relief of ſome 


of the infirm and poor amongſt the people, who 
have followed phyſicians of ws erg Fake all 
their living thereby, and no cure wrought, not- 
withſtanding virtue has gone through them as in- 
ſtruments or conduits, they have felt inwardly weak 
for a time, that in tumble abaſement of ſoul they 
might be taught to acknowledge, that the King- 


dom, Power, and Glory doth belong to him alone, 


who is God over all bleſſed forever and ever. 
From thence we went to William Hartſhorne's at 


at at Sandy. hook, and ſo to the quarterly- meeting t 
a Shrewſ⸗ 2 


, - 4 
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Shrewſbury, which, yas large in the ſeveral ſittings, 
in which was felt the power of Truth in a good de- 
3: but many looſe and rude; people of the neigh- 
—— parts adjacent coming together at ſuch 
times to drink, carouſe, and ride races, are very hurt - 
ful to each other and diſturbing to friends. Then 
going home ward I had ſeveral meetings on the way, 
and enjoyed great inward peace, and could there- 
fore reſoice and aſcribe the praiſe to the Lord, who 
had galled and enabled me to perform this ſervice, 
Having a concern on my mind to viſit the meetings 
of friends on the Eaſtern ſhore in Maryland, I laid 
it before, our, monthly: mecting and obtained a cer- 
ificate ig the tenth month; my brother in law James 
e een me company; and we were at Cæ- 
eil monthly - meeting held at Cheſter in the eleventh 
month, before meeting a friend informed me that 
he thought it would he beſt for me ta croſs Cheſter 
river, and . go. direaly, Southward; J. told him it 
might be ſo, but I could fay little toi it at preſent; 
hut ſome friends conſulting about it, and one 
deing there Who, lived near the meeting houſe, in 
Queen Anns county, they thought he could give 
notice on firſt day to ſeveral, meetings; ſo a friend 
ventured to ſpeak publicly. thereof at the cloſe of 
the meeting for worſhip, without letting me know 
what he intended to do. I had been uncommonly 
diſtreſſed as 1 ſat in the meeting, from an appre- 
henſion that but few of the frignds belonging to 
that particular meeting were there, and — he 
publiſhed where it was prqpoſed I. ſhould be the 
enſuing week, I felt my mind opened and turned 
another way, and ſtood up and told friends, that I 
did believe they thought! it moſt for my eaſe to lay 
out the meetings after that manner, ud if friends 
at that particular meeting would favour me ſo far 
as to meet there next day, I ſhould, be glad to ſit 
x "_ them, provided me would pleaſe to Jet other 


8 £ 
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friends and neighbours who were abſtuttlhnrc-w of 


it; for if 1 hadqavigtit ſenſe; there-werewevernl 
members not prefent pad I. ſhould be willig to be 
at Cecil meeting on firſt day, and Saffafrafſy on ſe- 
cond day, which was Ares back, and therefore 
told them it ſeemed eafieſt' to my mind) th“ it 
would occaſion more riding, this being r wh 
we had a much larger — next day, for m 
before were abſent as I had thought; eee tl 
fullopportuni ee e myſelf fromthe; lake 
warm and indi — ditorderly walkers und 
had peace; 1 — families on fſeventh day 
to good ſatis faction und was at Cæcil meeting on 
firſt day, and the next day at Saſſafraſs, and had to 
believe it was by the ſecret direction of the g oh 
ſhepherd, who never faileth his dependant <hitdy 
that L was” turned this way; for he was —.— 
own my" ſervice in theſe meetings by his preſenet 
in 4 good degree to the praiſe Go his on name, 
which is 'worthy forever: From thenee we puſſed 
over: the Head of Cheſtet by the bridgey®: Ty ohn 
1 from Saſſafraſs, going wien as 
gvide, who ſome time before hadibeeti'somvitieed 
3 the blefſed. Truth, dy the inward operation ef 
the Holy Spirit without any inſtrumental means; 
he had been a member of the church of England 
fo called, and for his ſobriety was choſen a Veſtry- 


man; but after à time felt à ſeruple in fis mind 


about taking off his hat, when he entered the 


Church. yard ſo called, featitig it was a fuperſtitious 


adoration of the ground, from its ſuppoſed holineſs; 
but would take it off when he entered the worſhip 
houſe, and walk uncovered to his pew; but after a 

time could not uncover his head, till what be. «4 
call: Divine” Service began; which as he kept in 
wardly attentive to the fcruple in his mind, 


very lifeleſs to him, who was inwardly ſeeking for 
ſubſtance N life; 5 ye ee un there- 


from; 
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*® . —— our nicet - 
0 er out of curioſity than expecting any good, 
14 but felt hitmtelb Shed, ad had a te 4 — | 
which; the world cannot give, and from that tine 
jj Wehad a meeting at Queen Ann's amongſt a peo- 
BY whorfor:want of kegping to the life of Religion, 
= þ almoſt. Joſt the form: In converſation at a cer - 
= tain hbuſo in the evening, I aſked a friend, whether 
0 ſhe: Was: A Friend's child . or one convinced of our 
principles, her reply was, that when ſhe was young, 
ſhgilived at a friend's houſa, und took a notion of 
going do meeting with them which Ihe had done 
ever ſince :Alaſsl when notions the will, and 
not that faith which works by love to the purifying 
of the heart, the religion is without reformation, 
empty and dead. From thence we went to Tuckaho 
meeting, and the weather being very cold and ri- 
vers fronen up, ſeveral maſters of veſſels and ſailors 


- 


daineqgthere-and' divers, others people of faſhion 
wich gay cloathing; in the fore part of the meet - 
inge there, was an appearance made which grieved 
wms, foromy heart yearned towards the people; the 
words that he began with were Wo, vo, to:the 
oromn of pride and drunkards of Ephraim“ and: 
With very little application ſat down; it appeared to 
meins if the appearance of gaiety had fired the 
_ Ereaturely zeal, which was the chief, motion to this 


1 ſhort ſermon, this with the cold wind blowing in at 
F the door, much: unſettled the meeting, it being at 
dee time when that remarkable ſnow fell which laid 
4 1o long in deep drifts this winter; whereupon: I de- 
1 fired the door might be ſhut, which, being done, 
| 4 _ the houſe became more comfortable, ud the mect- 


1 ing ſettled, and I ſtood up with an heart filled with 
aflection, having that paſſage of ſeriptur before 
me, in which the apoſtle Peter declared the univer - 
ſality of the Love of God, I perceiye ofa Truth 
that God is no reſpecter of perſons, & c.“ and was 
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much "#1 d thereon to my dun admiration, and 
I believe” ange of gl oj,” che rfieetin; 
Ended ſw with thankfpiving and pr to't 
Lord for! he's continuance' 1 — rains + is the 
alone auth6t of all good, and worthy of adoratio 
and worſhip forever. After which we attended the 
ſeveral neighbouring meetings, through very ſeyete 
cold weather, and the houfes being very open and 
unprovided with the means of e e them warm, 
of which there is too manifeſt a neglect in thoſe parts, 
they were uncomfortable and unſettled; in this Jour- 
ney my companion appeared in à few words ih feye- 
ral families and meetings; we reached home juſt he- 
fore our quarterly-meeting in the twelfth month. 
In this journey, travelling in Talbot county, an 
elderly man aſked us if we faw'Tome poſts ſtanding. 
pointing to them and added, the "firſt meeting 
George Fox had on this ſide of Cheſopeak Bay, was 
held ma tobacco houſe there which was then new; 
the poſts” that wete ſtanding were made of waltitit, 
at which John Browning mentioned rode d 
them, and ſat on his horſe very ſtill and quiet; then 
returning to us again with more ſpeed tan He went, 
1 aſked him what he faw amongſt thoſe old poſts, 
he anſwered, 1 would not have miſſed of ae 
n I ſaw for' Gps" pounds, for 1 ſaw the rot and 
c grounds of Merz before I went I 2 -- 
„ perhaps 1 might hate felt” ſome ferret 8 
„e in the place where George Fox had ſtopd and 
ER whom I believe to have been 4 g60d 
« man; Put whilſt I ſtobd there, I was fecrbfly in. 
= formed, "that if George was a good man, he Was 
<« in Havel and not there, and Vite is Hor ta A 
10 communicated by dead things, . 
4 earth, or curious pictures, but by the po 107 
% God Ahe s the fountain of living 7 5 "T 
leſſon, Winch if rightly learned, would wean from 
the worſhip: 1 images A 15 adotgtion of f relies. 
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was not Sa ame, from home this ſummer, 
| be Hye attend gur .own.; quarterly. and Fearly, meet: 
ut in 7 fall having * drawings in my 
75 to viſit friends in the New-ſettlement,, in 
Fe TI. went, with a committee of the quar- 
tes] meeting, appointed to inſpect whether friends 
at Kae were in number and weight ſufficient 
to have a meeting ſettled amongſt them to the 
reputation of truth, and we viſited all the fami- 
lies. of friends there, and had a meeting among 
them to fatisfadtion;, from: thence we went. to a 
5 called Providence or Tuſkarora, from whence 
ordecai. Varnal who was one of the number went 
home, having heard that his wife was dead or likely 
to die; we ad a meeting with the friends * 
Who were glad to, ſee us, and then went to Hope- 
well monthly-mecting to ſome ſatisſaction; from 
FPhence I went to a few families ſettled up Sha» 
nondoa above the The hree-top't Mountain ſo called, 
and had a 3 meeting: amongſt them, they, were-pret- 
ty much . tendered. and received the viſit kindly, 
eſpecially ſuch. who did not make profeſſion of the 
truth 180 us; L ,admiredhow they had notice, for 
many came to it, and ſome ten miles or more: 1 
e that the. delight in hunting and a roving idle 
lie drew. moſt . of. them under our name to ſettle 
3 Thee To e diſcharged myſelf in a 2, plain yet 
+ 1 81 manner, 4 returned to Robert NC yN jun's, 
| $9 aving, had ſeveral. other meetings thereaway, 
I went home with. peace of mind and thankfulneſs 
of: heart to. him who alone enables his, children to 
anf er bis requirings, having rode. in! this. Nene 
abe four hundred r 
This winter, John Cadwalader and Zebulon Hel. 
ton, in their return from a religious viſt, to friends 
Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina, were; at my 
a Poul and being deſirous to viſit ſome meetings on 
the SAFE; of, Maryland, r with Em 
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to Saſſafraſs · meeting, and called to ſet the widow 
and children of John Browning who had been dead 
about a month, and ſhe gave me in ſubſtance the 
following: account of him, 4. 
My huſband was not long ſick, but faid; that 
he believed he ſhould not recover, and charged 
= me to "endeavour that his children ſhould be 
brought up in the way of Truth which friends 
Profess; and if they ineline to have trades, to 
< put them apprentice to real friends, not barely 
„ nominal ones, (Which ſhe ſaid, ſhe was willing 
„ to do, tho” ſhe had never yet joined to friends) 
and defired the would not truſt her own judg - 
< ment, and named ſome friends with whom the 
c ſhould adviſe in chooſing "maſters; ' then ſaid, 
„when I am dead; bury me by my father and mo- 
6e ther in the grave- yard belonging to our family, 
„and thou knoweſt that T put à large grave. ſtone 
Dat my father's grave, and there is one ready for 
my mother's grave, which I did not put there, 
e becaufe 1 began to think they were more for 
e grandeur than ſervice; I ſent fot them from Eng- 
“ land, (not at the requeſt of my father) they are 
e mine, and now I have a full teſtimony a ainſt 
„ ſuch formal tokens of reſpect; therefore when 1 
% am buried, before the company leaves the grave; 
© inform them What my wilt is, and defire chen 
a = help: to take the grave. Nong from my father's 
grave, and carry it out of the yard,” that it may 
„de brought home, and lay one in one hearth, 
and the other in the other hearth of this news 
& houſe,” and they,will be of "real Iervice there; 
„which ſhe promiſed him: to obſefyeh and told me 


© ſhe had"complyed therewith" die remained fenfi- 
< ple to near the laſt, and deßar ted in a duet! 5 
«ſigned frame of mind. 9 i 3112 

egi ien wen 0A ib 1 fl 41156 


„ ld bümt 4 neh brick houſe" lad dhe earth lf 
fuaally laid. 55 
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—_. "> 3 yeak are the arguments of ſuch who make 
profeſſion with us, and plead for thoſg grand marks 
of memorial or other, tokens of diſtinction ſet un 
at or on the graves of their deceaſed relatiqns, and 
how ſoon would they ſubſide, did they but live- ſo 
. 175 cap. the pure truth as to feel the mind thereof, as 
. - , Lflly 73 this our friend did, knowing that the 
gam of che righteous will not periſh, but be had 
in everlaſting, remembrance, - .becauſe,their. portion 
is life for evermore, having entered into that King- 
dom prepared for the bleſſed before the tundation 
of the world. * 5 * ri 9 84 
This ſpring of the year 17425 1 felt Ang . 
ings of mind to yilit friends in New England, hav- 
ing. had ſome view. thereof ſeveral; years before; 
and having obtained à certificate, -Liet forward in 
the third month, and after viſiting; ſeveral meetings 
in New-Jerſcy,. and one in Newe Tork, I attended 
the yearly- meeting on Long Iſland, wherein the 
power of truth was felt, and à great openneſs to 
thoſe of other ſocieties, many of whom were pre- 
ſent, particularly the laſh day, and, tw. ele 
Who, be haved ſolidly... 55, 91::28200) ;f 
I then went with Samuel Hopwood (a 1 
friend from. England, with whom Ii had. traveled 
in this journey: through. part of New. Jerſey) to 
Ryewood,' and had a meeting there, Where were a 
few ſolid friends, but others too talkatiyeg; and be- 
ing at Old-Scabrook had a meeting in an inn, on 
the firſt day of the week, the people deing chiefly 
nene leu attended beſides gurlelves, and 
thoſe of the famiſy who were kind and civil to us; 
then going to, Conanicut we had a mesting with 
friends on; that Ifland, and proceeded 10 Newport 
on Rhoderiſand. ad on the fifth day of the week 
attended the meeting at Fortſmeuth, where we 
met with Lydi# <a; from Pennſylvania, who was 
on a ee a9 friends in e and 
recs "many 


* 
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other friends coming to be at the ycarly · meet- 

ing on this Iſland; it degan on the fixth day of the 

weck with a meeting of miniſters and elders, and 

two meetings for publie worſhip, one in the fore- 

noon and the other in the afternoon, and were held 8 
in the ſame order until the ſecond day of che next 


week; when the meeting for diſeipline began; this 


large yearly meeting in the ſeveral ſettinge chereof 
was enn Fo ſolid and ſatisfactory; after which tak- 
ing divers meetings in our way, namely, Portſ- 
a 6." Tiverton, Seconet, Accoakeſet, and Aponis - 
gangſet, and attending their monthly - meeting there, 

all which were in a good degree ſatisfactory, 8. 
Hopwood and myſelf embarked for Nantucket, and 
chrough the mercy of kind providence arrived ſafe 
there, after a paſſage of three days and two nights, 
occaſioned by ſeant winds, and an Eaſterly ftorm 

which tore our ſails very much, being old and rot? 
ten, ſo that if ſome watchful friends on the Iſland 
had not ſeen. us in diſtreſs,” and come with three 


whale boats, and took all the 3 being wen- 


ty four of us from the veſſel Id have been 
in great danger; for being near a ſand bar, the veſ- 
fel {truck ground ſoon after we left her, and by the 
violence of the wind was driven on ſhore: We 
looked on this deliverance as a mercy from God; 
to whom ſeveral of us were bowed in humble 
thankfulneſs for this particular favour: On the 
twenty · ſecond day of the fourth month the yea | 
mecting. began, which though ſmall on this day'by 
reaſon of the ſtorm; was comfortable, the other 
fittings were moſtly large and in a good e e 
ned by the power and virtue of Truth! ©; 400 
My friend 8. Hopwood apprehending himſelf 
clear, inclined to return to the Main- land) but no 
aflage offered; ànd notwithſtanding the meetings 
di been generally attended by mito the Inha- 


bitants of f the aid, and large; yet I. Was not eaſy 


12412 without 
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without endeavouring to have ſome opportunities 


| Which I obtained, befides attending their uſual week 
day mcæeting and in theſe ſittings, it pleaſed the 
Lord to open my way to deliver ſeveral things 
which had lain heavy on my mind; for although 
ſome ſolid tender itte friends lived on this Iſland, 
yet I ſaw there was a libertine ſpirit) ſecretly at work 
amongſt ſome others, to draw away from the pure 
inward life of religion and the ſimplicity of Truth; 
into caſe and liberty; after which IL had great peace, 
and my mind was made thankful to the Lord, who 


Had gd my raed a good degree Nerd 


e und power. E: Meer eig tet oH 
Being now fully cet and w paſſage rio on 
the ſecond of the fifth month we took leave our 


friends, and landed the ſame day in the evening at 


Seconnet; and on ſeventh day 8. Hopwood and 
L went-to the quarterly- meeting at Sandwich, and 
were at their firſt day meeting; alſo, after which, 


went back to Seconnet, and had a meeting at 


Benjamin Boreman's ; then returned to Sandwich 
where I again met 8. Hopwood, and on third day 
we had a meeting at Varmouth; and returning to 
Humphrey Wady's, we from thence went towards 
HBoſton, taking a meeting with friends at Pembrook, 
reached that town on ſixth day, and attended their. 
morning and afternoon meetings on: firſt day, alſo 
one at a friends houſe in the evening. I have here 

little to remark, ſave that religion ſeems to be at a 
low. ebb. From Boſton I:-went::t6 Lynn, but 8. 
Hopwood returned towards Rhode-iſland; I had a 
meeting at Lynn, alſo at Salem, \Newberry aral 
Dover, being the \monthly-metting; the next day 
at Cachachy, and in the afternoon again at Dover 
at, the burial of Mary MWhitehbduſe who: was ninety 


five::years ofdlage; and on ſecond day morning, 


F "was a . have a mecting over the 


0 tiͤver 


'S 


with friends by -themſelves,# as much as could be, 


| 


' 
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river on the Kittery ſhore among friends, which was 
ſatisfactory to myſelf and them, there being a ten- 
det people there: On third day morning as 1 lay in 
bed; L le my mind drawn. towards the North - weſt, 
which, was an ekereiſe to: me, for I had before 
thought myſelf at liberty to return towards Boſtonz 
L;'aroſe; about ſun! riſe, and aſked; the friend where 
Llodged, whether any; friends lived at a diſtance on 
that quarter, fore that I had a draft that way, be 
anſwered no, and alked hom fal chought to ge, 
I, told; him it did not ſeem to me to be more than 
ten miles; be ſaid there Was a people about eight 
miles diſtant, which he ſuppoſed, was the place to 
which I felt the,draft;, I deſired him to ſend a lad 
with a few lines to ſome, perſon that he knew, is 
inform them that a, ſtranger would be glad to ha-? 
a meeting among them at the, eleventh hour ef that 
day, if they weręnfree to grant it. Whieh he di 
and with his, wife went with me; ſo, that we gen 
tothe place near the time propoſed, and found a 
conſiderable, gathering of people, that I wondred 
how it could be in ſo ſhort a time, not more than 
three houts warning; they were preparing ſeats 
by laying boards on blocks in a pretty in large new 
houſe, and ſoon; ſat, down in an orderly manners 
went in great fear and inward, weakneſs, and at 
the fight of ſuch, a gathering of people, and none 
four proſeſſion among them except the friend and 
his, wife who accompanied, me, and two otherꝭ whe 
Joined us on the, way, my ſpirit was greatly bowed; - 
and my heart filled with [ſecret cries to the Lords 
that he would be, pleaſed to magnify his own powery. _ 
and bleſſed for ever be his holy name! he heard. 
my cry, and furniſhed; with wiſdom and ſtrength to 
declare his word tol the people, among whom there 
were ſome. very tender ſeekers agter the true know: { 
ledge: of God; and the, doctrine of Truth-flowed _ 
freely towards them, the univerlality; of the love 
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God being ſet forth in oppoſition to the common 
predeſtinarian notion of election and feprobation; 
when the meeting was over I. felt an uncommon 
freedom to leave them, for they began to ſſew 
their ſatisfaction with the opportunity in many words; 
- ſo: ſpeaking to the friend who went with e, we 
withdrew. and went to our horſes, and I immedi- 
ately mounting, beheld the inan of the houſe where 
the meeting was held running to me, who taking 
bold of the bridle, told me I muſt not go away with- 
out dining with them; I look'd ſteadfaſtly on him; 
and told him, that I did belie e this was a viſitation 
for their mY but Iwas fearful that they, by talk- 
fing 00 freely and too much, would be in danger 
bl loſing the benefit thereof, and miſs of the good 
- that the Lord intended for them, and my going 
away wäs in order te example them to go home to 
their own: houſes, and tutn inward, and retire to 
that of God in their own hearts, which was the 
only way te grow in religion; ſo left him, and 
ATtetürned with my friend Joſeph Eaſtees and his 
wife Next day I was again at Cachechy meeting 
whete Lydia Dean and her companion Eliphal Har: 
per met me, it was a good meeting; froni thence 
we went to Dover and had a meeting, and another 
the ſame evening at the houſe df John Kenny; and 
being clear in my mind of thoſe parts, I returned, 
having meetings at Hampton, Saliſbury, Aimiſbury, 
aud Haverhäll, at which laſt place; feveral perſons 
Were aſſembled with us who had never heared the 
preaching of any friend before; there was great 
Spenneſs among them, and we had n good merting 
tgether, for which I was thankful to the holy au- 
chor of all good. Next day Lagain met with Lydia 
Dean and E. Harper, at Stephen Sawyer's near 
Newberry Where we had a meeting, at which T was 
Soncernech to ſpeak in à brief manner of the begin 
ming of che reforma 


ation from che errors . 
a 4 


. A 
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church of Rome, and the ſufferings of the Proteſt- 


ants/ particularly in England, ſome of whoſe fuc- 
ceſſots turned perſecutors, and were very cruel to 


thoſe whom they called Sectarians; amongſt whom 


the Preſbyterians having ſuffered perſecution; in or- 
der to be eaſed therefrom, came into America and 
ſettled in New. England, expecting there to enjoy 
that reaſonable: right, the liberty af their conſci- 
ener; and in this their eaſe; forgetting the golden 
rule of doing to others as they would be done unto, 
became; to their laſting Ignominy, perſecutors of 
the Quakers ſo called, — to the death of ſeveral 


of them; and I bad to ſpeak of the nature and 


ground of perſecution, and the great inconſiſteney 
thereof with chriſtianity: Several of errang 
were preſent, and an ancient man fro — 

one of their leaders and an elder am 


— the meeting was over, deſired he might ſpeak las 


with me, I being withdrawn into a little parlour, 


friend Sawyer came and informed me, that the: ald F 


man wanted to be admitted to me, to which 1 . 
no bjeQion, being quiet and eaſy in my mit 
tho“ expected he would be for diſputing 3 when 
he came in, he let me know that he had ſonic-obſer- 


vations to make to me; viz. he ſuppoſed I was a 
man that had read much, or I could not be ſo 
fully acquainted with the reformation, and that 


. he alſo ſuppoſed I had a College education; as 


to che laſt, 1 told him that I never had been ah 


ſchool but about three months, and the man I went N 


to being a weaver; fat in his loom and heard his 


ſcholars read; that I was ſo far from having à po- 
pular education, that I was born in a wilderneſs 
place, where a few: families had ſettled many miles 

remote from other inliabitants; at which, liſting up 
his hands, he bleſſed hinifelf and added, Heaven 
has then anointed you to preach the Goſpel, and 
8 e n this * * the truth; but "ad can 
1 ure 


” 
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afure you, tho“ I have been a Pariſh officer, "| 
neter did take any thing from your friends the 
Quakere, for Fam againſt Fen ſo God: bleſs 
wich en good journey. 
The next day I had a meeting leb ipfich m the 
Noufs of Benjamin Hoeg, 2 with us 
Hving in that town but himſelf and family; tho' 
there was à friendly man, who, as Lcame late to 
the town the evenin before, invited me to 
at his houſe, of whi ck accepted, and being we 
lept well; in the morning 1 heard a noiſe of hi 
words in the ſtreet, and getting up Lopened-th 
_ "door of the parlour where I lodged, and through a 
ſage: into the kitchen, faw: à woman whom 
1 ok to be the miſtreſs of the houſe, and went 
_  * zoward+ her; but with a look of exceeding diſplea- 
ture ſhe immedhately ſhut the door, ſo 1 turned 
into my room again; after a while the landlord 
came to me, and told me that he had been with 
de Burgeſs, who had given leave that a meeti 
ight de held in the Town-hall; but the prieſt and 
i1twolſons* had fince been with the Burgeſs and 
ER *Gorbad him, and that rather than diſpleaſethem he 
mad withdrawn the leave; the prieſt aſſerted that 
the Quakers were heretics, and had gone about the 
town to fore warn his hearers againſt going to the 
meeting, which was the meaning of the noiſe I had 
heard in the ſtreet; I felt very eaſy, and deſired 
ttzat he would not trouble himſelf any further than 
do inform them, that the W wa Fo be held at 
the houſe of B. Hoeg; for I did believe that the 
Wali of the prieſt would raiſe the curioſity of the 
le the more to come, and fo it proved: I aſked 
im to ſhew me the way to the houſe, that I might 
5 * — aſſiſtant in making proviſion for ſeats if occafion 
required, he ſaid I muſt take breakfaſt with him, 
_ *which was foon brought in by the woman who 
| 7 ſhut 2 = beſore mentioned; F aſked: * 5 


p » * 
75 . 0 9 
RE N 


* 


| or: JOHN CHURCHMAN. 59 
if .ſhe was his wife, he told me ſhne was, on which 
L aroſe. from my feat and offered her my hand, 
aſking her how ſhe did; but ſhe in diſpleaſure 
refuſed, and ſaying not a word, ' direQly leſt the 
room; after we. went to the houſe where 
the meeting was to be held, and there ſoon eame a 
great number of people, and the prieſt alſo very 
near the door, where he ſtood cautioning his hear- 
ers; but ſeveral came by an alley to the back door, 
and others ſeemed little to regard him, that after a 
time he went away, and through the goodneſs of 
the Lord we had a ſolid proſitable meeting; for 1 
believe many were there whoſe hearts were reached 
and tendered by the love and power of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and among them I ſaw my ſcornful land- 
lady; it ſeems, a woman whom ſhe valued had per- 
ſuaded her to come with her; before the meeti 
ended, I perceived her countenance was ch : 
and her ſtout heart tendered, and after it ſhe came 
to me with her huſband, and kindly invited me to 
dine with them; I. owned their love, and deſired 


them to mind the Truth by which they had been 


* ſo in humble thankfulneſs of heart to the 

reat Author of all living mercies, I left them, and 
went that night to Salem; and tarryi meeting 
the next — paſſed on to Marblehead and had a 
mecting in the Town-hall, the magiſtrates readily 
granting it, which was large. I had to ſpeak on 

morality, the nature and neceſſity thereof, ſhewing 
chat a man could not be a true Chriſtian without 
| Young a good moraliſt; I thought they had need of 
a retormation in their — tho they profeſſed 
chriſtianity in a high manner; one thing is worthy 
of remarking, the ſelect men and officers were very 
careful to keep the rude boys and people that came 
to the door from making diſturbance, ſeveral of 
them walked to the door and ſpoke to them, and 
— 95 ſome on ew et with their canes make 
| make 
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make them ſtill; the meeting ended to latisfaction 
without the leaſt oppoſition; from thence, taking a 
meeting at Lynn by the way, L went to Boſton, and 
was at their meetings on firſt day in the forẽnoon and 
afternoon; at both which, ſeveral came that were not 
in profeſſion with us, and truth opened the doctrinie 
tnercof to the people pretty freely; but I was not 
"Eaſy to leave this tou without baving on opportu- 
nity with friends by themſelves, for which purpoſe 
it was held at Benja. Bagnall's, and therein I WAS 
deeply bowed under a ſenſe of the ſtate/of eaſe in 
which ſome were delighting themſelves in their 
imaginary attainments, whilſt the pure ſeed lay un- 
der ſuffering; but bleſſed be the Lord, who was 
eiouſly pleaſed to endue with a ſpirit of Love 
and! tender compaſſion, and thereby enabled me to 
diſcharge myſelf fully, and I was releaſed from 
1 what had lain very heavy upon me for ſeveral days; 
the next day I had an opportunity with ſeveral 
friends at Samuel Pope's, and then left Boſton pret- 
ty edſy in my mind, and went to Samuel Thayres 
at Mendam, who accompanied me the next day to 
Uxbridge, where we had a meeting with a few raw, 
talkative people, which, through the goodneſs of 
God, was pevertheleſs to ſome degree of ſatisfacti- 
"on; I returned with Sam. Thayre to his houfe, where 
'T met with Hannah ſenkinſon from Pennſylvania, 
and we were at Mendam meeting together; ſhe 
then went towards Boſton, and I to Wainſokett, 
and Providencetoun, and bad a meeting at each 
place, the latter of Which was a poor meeting, the 
people looking for words and not waiting for the 
word of life in their own hearts; from thence I 
went to and had a large and good meeting at Neſ- 
hanticut, the Lord's preſer ce being felt to his own 
praiſe, and another at Greenwich; then proceeded 
to Smithfield and Taunton, taking a meeting at 
n to ſonic good degree of ſatisfaction; from 


thence | 


3 * 
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thence to Swanzey, Freetown,” "Rocheſter Land 
Cuſhnet, having,a meeting at each, at one of which, 
after I ſtood up to ſpeak à fe words in great fear, | 
life being low and as. I apprehended the feed under 
ſuffering, 1 heard a kind of -ſighing by one in the 
gallery, -whieh ſeemed to bring death rather than 
to raiſe life, and after I had ſpoken à ſentence or 
— it became exceedingly burthenſome; where- 
it came freſh in my mind to fay; “ can an 
Iraelite: fing a true Hebrew ſong whilſt the ſeed is 
in captivit Ange under fallering? an attempt of 
the kind s ignorance.” At which there was 
a great Ange and the ſighing ended, and I receiv- 
ed ſtrength to deliver what u as on mind; and truth 
was felt in a good degree to ariſeʒ the 4e 
ed well, and ſeveral friends expreſſed their 
faction with the ſervice. on that day. Being clear of 
thoſe parts I went to Rhode-ifland, and in, a ſenſe 
of the ggodneſs and merey of the Lord who had 
helped me in my travels in his work, nay en Wor- 
mipped before him. — ar 2 
On the bent red of the; Kath moneh "1 fit 
with friends at Newport in their fore and afternoon 
meetings, and next morning left Ur wh with 
a heavy heart and had a meetin th Kingſton, 
where I met with Suſanna — d her ſiſter 
Hannah Hurford, and the ſame duy had a meeting at 
James Parry's, and the day wing we had one 
at Thomas Stanton's in Weſterly; among a'mixed 
people of | ſeveral ſocieties, to em Ifelt a ſtream _ 
86 goſpel love; but the meeting was hurt by ſeveral 
appearances of one preſent WhO lived at no great 
diſtance. Our manner of ſitting in filence is ſo very 
different from the common practice of moſt other 
religious ſocieties, that it is no marvel if it ſnould 
be as time miſpent to ſome, and fill others with 
wonder, which was the caſe this day; and for 
want of a deep inward attention to the living word 


of 
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true way of worſhip in the love of the Goſpel, there 
may bea warm, cenſuring of them for what they 
underſtand not, and thereby raiſe a. diſſike in them, 
to: the foxecloſing of other ſervice; and I have ſome- 
times obſerved hurt done by this means, by ſome 
who appeared in the impatience, not having the 
weight of the work upon them; cuſtom had taught 
the people to look for words, and they were offend- 
ed by words ſpoken not in ſeaſon, and therefore 
not fitly ſpoken; I left this meeting with ſorrow, 
and after I mounted my horſe, the perſon who had 
appeared there three times, came to me, and ſaid 
ett he hoped he had not hindered my ſervice in it;“ 
I agminded him, that he had. informed the people 
int meeting, their looking for words had been 
one xcaſon, why the Lord had ſhut up the teſtimo- 
ny of Truth in the hearts of his ſervants, which 
I. told him I did believe was not then the caſe; but 
that his forward appearances had mudded the wa- 
ters, unſettled the people, and marred the ſervice, 
fo we parted; and feeling my mind drawn back 
towards Newport, I went that evening to James 
Congdon's, and the next day to Newport, calling 
in my way at James Parry's, where IL found Lydia 
Dean very fick, ſhe being fo far on her journey 
towards home, and on the fifth day of the week 
IJ was at two ſatisfactory meetings there, and on 
ſeventh day had a ſmall meeting at Nicholas Eaſ- 
ton's, and an firſt day two large good meetings at 
Newport, and next & hearing that Lydia Dean 
was come to Samuel Clark's on Conanicut: Iſland, 
J went with ſeveral. others to ſee her, and ſhe ro- 
turned with us to Newport, where after a very ſhort 
notice we had a large evening meeting, wherein 
the Lord was pleaſed mercifully to favour us with 
his immediate preſence to the glory and praiſe of 
his own eternal name which is worthy for _ 


. 
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After attending their monthly-meeting at Portſ- 
mouth, finding my mind clear and eaſy to proceed 
1 homeward, Lydia Dean, Patience Baar John 
FEaſton, and myſelf ſet-sutffm Newport, taking 
leave of fronds -in à tender manner on both ſides, 
and) were \the firſt day following at a meeting in 
Weſterly, Which was in u good degree ſutisfactory, 


end Nine partners, had meetings in each 
— ad having a great delire —— tony" 
meeting for PennfylVania and New. ſerſey, \ toi be 
held at Burlington, Which Was neur g. 
ve paſſed on, and took a at Samuel Field's, 
to which ſeveral not of our ſociety came; and the 
opportunity was through the goodneſs of the 
profitable; we then proceeded as faſt as conv 
and reached Burlington” on aue Fen eee 
the yea eeting, here m 

thered, amd Michael Lightfoot 


fn lig revarik th 


Great Britain, with — came John Haſlam, and 


Edmund Peckover on a viſit to friends u America; 
this meeting was large and ſolid, at wich I als 
res y dear wife to our mutual, thankful 
| r the meeting I went home; where 1:fourid 
hinge as to the outward in gbod order for Which 
J was humbly thankful to the Lord, who had not 
only been with me by his heavenly preſence in this 
journey, and brought me fafe home to my famil 
but had ſupported" them in my abſence; blefſed' 


his holy name for — oe Ban n bone bn 


- 4 — We. (17 55 N 191; + 23673 AN 110 ”— WT 1. 
ADA 4 | Wes! Forty 5179 ind Ty din 5 
"1: Not * He 23 SD NIA LY 1 8 e e 

itt 4 AWS9 45 anion; adn > oor 
Het algen dn yk SE Sign 45 oat ett: 
534 * xf: 3 8 * e else — ur {ft wi 
es v1 . bum Oy 61 nun 


Rf 
SW SY eee . Wo een hu en GREEK 


n dee e en New.- Milford, 


A 
— 5 


rejoice. 


— 


' 
n 
4 
.h 
? 
4 
| 
þ 


continued until the ſecond: 


1 
; 8 
4.” - * * 
_—— 


* 
„„ "OR rk TRAVELS | 


IfnoT 18 ©: W vil Wot tot 1 S158 5A 
$63: 05 q or y * «H- A BY Sit "6 "FL Ot: 


| 2 4.4 
; tor of | 1521 FS + o is ou 1 „ a 5 Vo 57 


Fl Fi 4 Tang Han- auirb ürbert b 1 
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Benny eee by, Foſbuls Brun ſa divers 


and 


. 4 ini Pemilſylvanis and, Neio- Ferſey.-— Hii woven of 


nion vn Apprehending iti his duty tu wifit Friends 


| ii Kunthe, und proceedingt in preparing to: enter 


eben that werghtye Services to the time if. his leav. 
bame in N take Peipping for Lundan- 
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Lowe en of the Vear 1745 kevin de; 
inge in my mind to make a general viſit to 
Friends on hg g. Iſtand, 1 fat out i in the third MWonth, 
in: order! t& beg at the Vearly- meeting at NMuſhing, 

which: began on the fixth day of rey es and | 
erp the week following; 


i Was latge and ſignally owned by the power of 


Truth in each fitting; the publick ſerviee in the mini- 
ry lay moſſſiy on Edmund Peckover, h was there 


in His way to New-England; on firſt day I thought 
I bad an engagement to ſtand-up; and conſiderable 
matter before me, and after ſpeaking threę or four 
ſentences which came with weight, all cloſed up, 
— I Rood ſtill and filent for ſeveral minutes; and 

W n 


thing more, not one word to ſpeak; I per- 


ceived the eyes of moſt of the people were upon 


me, they, as well as myſelf expecting more; but 
nothing further appearing, I fat down, I think I 


may ſay in reverent fear and humble reſignation, 
| — that remarkable ſentence of Fob, chaps i. 21. 


was preſented to my mind, Naked came I out of my 


others 00nd, and naked ſhall I return; the Lord 


* 


name the Lord, and for, I ſuppoſe; near a quar« 
ter of an hour 1:remained in a filent quiet; but af- 


ter wards let in great reaſonings and fear leſt I had 


not waited the riglit time to ſtand-up, and ſo was 


fuſfered to fall into reproach; for the adverſary who/ 


is ver buſy; and unwearied in his attempts to de- 


vour, perſuaded me to believe that the people would 


laugh me to ſcorn, and I might as well return honie 


immediately. and privately, as attempt any further 
viſit on the Iſland; after meeting I hid my inward 


exerciſe and diſtreſs as much as I could, when night 
came I lodged with a ſympathizing friend — ex- 
perienced elder, who began to ſpeak encouragingly 


to me, but I ſaid to him, that I hoped he — 
not take it amiſs if I deſired him to forbear ſaying 


any thing; for if he ſhould: ſay good things, T had 


no capacity to believe, and if otherwiſe, I co 


not then underſtand ſo as to be profitably corrected 


or inſtructed, and after ſome time fell aſleep j when 


L awoke, 1 temembred that the ſentences I had de- 


livered in the meeting, were ſelf evident truths, 


which could not be wreſted to the diladvantage of 


friends, or diſhonour of the cauſe of Truth, the? 
they might look like roots or ſomzething to para - | 
phraſe upon, and altho' my ſtanding ſome time 


ſilent before I fat down might occaſion the people 


to think me a filly fellow, yet they had not cauſe to 


blame me for delivering words a Aa ſenſe or Jifez 
thus I became very quiet, and not much depreſſed, 
and was favoured with an humble refi aden 
— and a defite that the Lord would e pleaſed 


magnify his own name and trath, and p <a bs 5 


— Hows bringing any reproach thereon; fo'Þ vers 
tured to have meetings appointed, and. my particy. 


lar friend and intimate ecquaimaiite: Caleb Raper e 


Burlington, being at that meeting, went 25 Con 


LN 3 he 


being 
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gave, and ibe Lord bath taten auay; bigſed be the * 


"i 
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5 being 2 valuable elder: We went firſt —— 


| ing, and. in the evening h. 
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then to Jamaica, Sequetague, Setakit, Matinicock, 
Cowneck, and Weſtbury meetings, and at moſt of 


them I had good fatiafationy the good preſence: of 
the Lord in ho I delighted above all things, be- 


ing. witneſſed to my comfort, and I believe to the 
3 and comfort of the ſincere in heart; but 


the teſtimony of Truth went particularly ſharp to 
the luke warm profeſſors and libertines in our ſocie- 


ty; that humbling time I had at Fluſfüng was of 


ſimngular ſervice to me, being thereby made willing- 
bh | tubjet to the Divine openings of Truth, and 


motion of the eternal Spirit and pure word of Life; 
in, ſpeaking to the ſeveral ſtates of thoſe who wert 
preſent in the meetings, and life came into dominion, 
and the. power thereof overſhadowed. at times, to 


my humble admiration, bleſſed be the name of the 
8 us who is worthy; for ever and-ever! + 9 


Then croſſing Whiteſtone ferry we had meet - 
1 Weſt-Cheſter, Momarineck, Rywoods, and 
Longreach, which were moſtly to good fatisfation, 
ve then went to New-Yo Kin and were at their mect- 

a ſelect one with friends, 
which gave me conſiderable relief, and I believe 
ſatisfackion to them, and we were made thankful 
together in the rene wings of the covenant. of life; 
gnom thence we, went to a meeting at Newtown on 
| Long:lfland,. and; to the monthly- meeting at Fluſh- 
ing, where friends gave me a certificate in return 
to-;that 1 brought from home, in which they ſigni- 
fed their unity with my ſervice on the Iſland; then 
taking leave of friends in ſweetneſs of mind and 


ward peace, being elear of thoſe, parts, I returned 


bomewards, and went to the Narrows that night, 
but could not get over; next morning early croſſed 
3 ry, when there was a great ſwell, occaſioned 
by the ſtormy weather in the evening and night 
lere, and having now no wind were obliged af 
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row the boat over; in the paſſage 1 remembred, | 
that in erofling this ferry when coming on this viſit; 
F thought myſelf never much poorer, having only a 
ſecret hope and truſt in the holy arm of Power, and 


being now inwardly: ſenſible of my own weakneſs, 
I had to acknowledge that I went not forth on this 


embaſſy in my own will and ſtrength, and therefore 


craved only, that my bleſſed Lord and maſter would 
blot out mine offences, and yet enable me ſo to walk 
in humble obedience the reſidue of my time, as to 
be favoured with the anſwer of well done at the con- 
eluſion; and knowing the nature and treachery of 
ſelf; did not want to be intruſted with much reward 
at preſent, chooſing rather, that the Lord in his in- 
finite wiſdom and mercy, ſhould deal out to me my 
daily bread according to his own pleaſure, I paſſed 
over this Jordan uith my . and noꝛo I am become . 
two bands, was the faying of Jacob Gen. xxxii. 10. 
As this ſaying of the good Patriarch came freſh in 
my mind, I thought, that altho* I could not ſee 
myſelf much increaſed in heavenly treaſure, I came 
poor, and had on re ſtaff of Faith to lean upon, 
yet I had to bleſs the Lord that he was now pleaſec 
to favour me with the ſame ſtaff in my return, on 
the never failing ſtrength whereof, I might with 
ſafety evermore rely, and in holy reſignation I had 
to praiſe his worthy name. I proceeded with my 
friend Caleb Raper to Burlington, where we parted. 
in much love and nearneſs, in which we had travel- 
led together, I reached home about wheat: hae 
ber- found my dear wife and family well. | | 
I went not much abroad the refidue-of this Gin | 
mer, and the year following; but Was careful to at- 


tend our own and many neighbouring meetings, 


alſo monthly, quarterly and yearly- meetings in this 
and the adjacent province, fome buſineſs of -a/pub- _ 
lic nature, together with my own circumſtances, 
OE engaged me for ſeveral years, in which 
time, 


v 
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time, vix. in the #pring-of the yrar 17453 my dear 
wife having drawings in her mind to viſſt the mert- 
ings of friends in Virginia, Maryland; and Notth 
Carolina, obtained a certificate of the unity of friends 
with her, to travel in that ſcrvice with Jane Hoſkins 
of Cheſter; and in the fame ytrar I was nominated 
with ſeveral other friends to viſit the families be- 
longing to our monthly meeting, which being large 
and many friends living at a diſtance, was a labori- 
8 work, and not fully peformed until the fall of 
the year 17 when account was given that the 


fervice was perfected to a good degree of ſatisfacti- 
don. In the winter following, I had it on my mind 


do viſit all the families of the particular meeting of - 


Newark near Brandywine, who ſeemed to be in a 
declining ftate as to religion, having dropped their 
week day meeting, and often much neglected to 
attend their firſt day meeting; many of the eld 
friends being deceaſed, and their en almo 
turned to the world, and united to the ſpirit, rn 
- fures, and paſtimes thereof; my brother W= Brown, 
and his wife, and mine were with me on this ſervice, 
and great plainneſs was uſed in opening to many 
N 3 the cauſt of their declenſion, and as the 
ve of truth engaged me in the ſervice, I had 
peace and ane and thoſe viſited Tens to 
receive the viſit kindly. 0 
In the ſpring of the year 15464 Ba drawing 
in my mind bo viſit fome families of friends in 
Philadelphia, of which I acquainted my brethren 
at home, and having their concurrence, in the 
fourth month I joined with ſome friends in the city 
cho were ſometime before appointed to the ſervice; 
and we went in much love from houſe to houſe, 
the Lord, by his good prefence, being with us to 
our mutual comfort; and as I attended to the draw- 
ings of truth, 1 found a concern to go to the mayor 
* the city (accompanied by my good friend Pra 
em- 


— 
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ä and was engaged to lay be- 


fore him the nature of his office ag a 
and exhorted him to take cart that he bore not t 


ſword in vain; but put the laws in execution againſt ; 
evil doers, ſuch as drunkards,' profane ſwearers, &c. 


and to be, in his authority u terror to the wicked, 


and an encourager of them that do well; he was 
loving and dendet, and cafe his Haukuchton 5 


with the viſit) 7 
oWhite Be us in the city, the Governor called ot 


IP the members of Aſſembly together, and 


preſſing terms laid before them the detenceleſs 
as. Shed Pennſylvania, in order to prevail with the 
' houſe to grant a ſum of money to ſtation: a ſhip of 
force at Delaware capes, alſo to encourage the build - 
ing a battery below the city, which was began ſome - 
time before by ſubl{cription, but likely to be too hea. 


vy for the undertakers; one night as I lay in my bed, 


it came” very we ightily upon me to go to the houſe 
of afſembly, — lay delore 


habitants of our land in peace and ſafety; the von- 
cern reſted on me ſeveral days, which occaſioned 
me with earneſt breathings to ſeek the Lord, that 


if this was a motion from him, he would be pleaſed . 
to direct my ſteps therein, ſo that I might be pre- 
ſerved from giving juſt cauſe of offence to any, for 


it ſeemed to be a very difficult time; many, even 
of our ſociety, declaring! their willingneſs that a 


ſum of money ſhould be given to the King, to ſhew 


our loyalty” to him, and that they were willing to 
part with their ſubſtance for his ute, cho“ as a 

„ple, we had a teſtimony to bear againſt all outward 
wars and fightings; I made no man privy to my 
concern umtil a week had near paſſed; - when one 
morning it became fo heavy upon me, that I went 


to the houſe of an intimate friend, who being juſt 


invited me to come in, and as we ſat together, 


a 


4% 


the members thereof 
the danger of — from truſting in that divine 
arm of power which had hitherto protected the In - 


” - * 
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he hal a ſenſe that ſomething of weight was upon 
me, and aſked if I was concerned about the aflems 
bly, whereupon I aſked him, if he ever knew of 
any friends going to the aſſembly with a concern to 
ſpeak to them, he anſwered nay, adding, but 1 
de often; wondered that they have not, for I 
6 have underſtood that it was formerly a — 
practice for them; to ſit in ſilence a while, like 
te ſolemn worſhip, before they proceeded to to 
te, huſineſs. I told him, that I had it on my mind 
to go to the houſe that morning and ſhould be glad 
of ſuitable company; he directed me to one whom 
he thought ſuch, and I immediately went to him 
and acquainted him with my concern; but as 1 
 » ſpake, I felt that I had better go alone, and there- 
fore told him, that if he did not feel clear and caſy 
to go with me, I adviſed him to ſtay; he replied 
& thy way is before thee, but I believe I muſt not 
go: I therefore returned to my friend, who: did 
not x Gſepurage me, tho' I had no —— being 
eſſed in mind, IL went directly to the, State-houſe 
fs og L 18 7 breakfaſt, and got there juſt as the 
ſpeaker, J. K. was going in, I beckoned to him and 
he came to me; I told him I wanted to be admitted 
into the houſe: for I thought I had ſomething to 
. fay to them which ſcemed to me of importance; he 
. ſaid, it was a critical time, and they had a difficult 
affair before them, and queried, whether I had not 
better wait until the houſe parted, and another 
member being near, ſaid, he thought it would be 
beſt, and leſs liable to give offence, for there were 
divers members not of our ſociety, and if I would 
wait until the houſe broke up, they would inform 
all the members that were friends, and did not 
doubt they would be willing to give me an oppor- 
tunity to inform them what was on my mind. 1 
told them, that would give me no relief, for I had 


2 aeent e a 1 members who vere: e 
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of. our ſociety: ſhould! be Lit 
would be betteridfor them to hearogaw ; 
themſelves than to have! it at ſecond rotary, "ag it 
might be differently;repreſentedz at which they wert 
an little ſilent then I requeſtedithe ſpeaket that h:? 
would go in and inform the membersg that a coun” 
try man was in wüiting whothad'a deſire to be ad? 
mitted, having ſomething to communicate to them, 
and if they refuſed he would be clear; he readily 
and affectionately anſwered he would, and ſoom 
pare poco me word that they were willi z- There 
reat awe over my mind when 1 went in, 
Chick 1 thought in ſome meaſure ſpread, and pre- 
vailed over the members beyond my expeQatwn; 
after à ſilence of perhaps ten or twelve minutes, 
I felt as though all fear of man was taken aviy, 
and my mind inſſuenced to addreſs: them in ſub- 
ſtance eee. WANNET/Y un un. ode? 
ent end wid HI Menze zige mb 
My | Country men, and babe Subjects, Reprofemtatiner 
—* 7 550 inhabitants of this Provins, 2 

boin 6 Hime view: 51 07 53am — | 
TNDER--af- apprehenſion! of the kieutties | 
«</&) before you, I feel a ſtron 3 
9250 von; and have to remind you of a juſt and tue 
ſaying of a great miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt in his 
day, De powers that be, art ordained: God. 
Now if men in power and authority, in whatſo- 

” ever ſtation; would ſeek unto God(who will be 
a ſpirit of judgment to them that ſit in judgment) 
«for wildom and counſcl to act. angie for hin 
< that ordained: the power, ànd petmitted them to 
<« be ſtationed therein, that they thould be his mi- 
i nüſters; ſuch will be a bleſſing under Gd to 


4 themſelves and their country; but if: thoſe! in 
autho 


rity do ſuffer their on fears and the per- 
ſuaſions of others; to prevail with them to ne- 
rg ſuch attention, and fo make; or ena&tlawy 


er 
% - 


6c in 


72 fas LIFE Ab THAYE LS 


in order to their own; protection and defence by 
5 8 and fortifications; ſtyled human 
i prudence, be Who is ſuperintendant, by with- 
9 arm of his power, may permit thoſe 
4 <./evils they feared!'/to;-come ſuddeniy upon them, 
<and that in his heavy diſpeaſurt. May it with 
de gratitude be —— remarkably 
<-wethave'been/preſerved in ꝓrace and tranquillity 
4 far mote than fifty years! no invaſion by forei 
tte nemies, and the treaties of prace with 
<; natives; wiſely: began by our worthy: 3 
een William Penn, preſerved inviolate to this day.“ 
% Tho“ you now repreſent, and act for a miked 
_ © of: various denominations as to Religion; 
©" Us, yet remember the Charter is the ſame as at firity 
e bewarr therefore of acting to oppreſs tender Conſ- 
«\ chences;: » for: there art many of the Inhabitants 
% whom you now. repreſent, that ſtill-hold forth the 
© ſame religious principles with their predeceſſors, 
4 vho were ſome of the firſt adventurers into this, 
“ at that time wilderneſs land; who would be great- 
= W rie ved to ſee warlike preparations carried on, 
| | encouraged by a law conſented to by their 
. in profeſſion, or others, contrary ta the 
% harter, {ti} conſcientiouſly concluding, — 
ee reverent and true fear of God, with and humble 
e truſt in his ancient arm of Power, would be our 
25 reateſt defence and ſafety; and the who hold 
ifferent principles and are ſettled in this govern- 
Ki nts can havr no juſt cauſe of reffection if war- 
ne meaſures are forborne, becauſe they knew 
<; the Charter framed, and the peaceable Conſtitu- 
Sition, and have ventured themſelves therein.“ 
% We may [obſerve by ſundry: laws enactd in 
+; Parliament, when: the Reformation was but new- 
«Jy begun in England our mother country, there 
et gecmed to be wiſdom: from above to influence 


acheir W * be rightiy directed at this 
N «© time, 


=Y 
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1 Ns many of whom do fully believe in the im- „ 
e mediatk influence of Chriſt; the wiſdom of God, 25 


_« which 1s bes: profitable to «direct! It is not Nein 


__ 41giſfepeR to the King or Government that 1 pen 
e after” 2 manner, for 1 am thankful in heart, 


= that the Lord in mercy hath Vouchfafed, that the”. 


their ſatisfaction an an affectionate" manner with 


- "7495 when 1 went with 


© throne of Great Britain ſhould Be fled with our - 5 35 
* preſent benevolent” Prince; King George the 8 7 i 
«cond; may his reign be long and happy!” | © 
44 acknowledged t their kindneſs in hearing me with - 5 
10 much patience; and taking leave, withdrew; 5 4 
| ſeveral members followed me but and wen 8 8. 


- viſit; and embracing each other, we parted. in 
ſenſe 'of the love and power of Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord, who, with the Father; is worthy of all thank. 
39 giving and praiſe for ever and ever 7 rnb 
. r my ſervice in Philadelphia Was över, N = 85 
Türen hone: with peace and ſatisſaction, and went 
not müch abroad ſave to our quatterly and yearly-  - 
meetings, until the 8 in che year 
2 ichael Lightfoot tothe 
yearly-tmceting at Weſt:river in Marylarid: in which - 
journey; -the weather being hot and ſome weakneſs 
_ of body attending, it threw me into a ſtrong fever 
And a oppage 1 in my breaſt; that it was with ſome 
diffculty 1 got home, and continued without any 
amendment a conſiderable time; and one evening 
as I Was preparing for bed, att impoſthume + Y 
Which 1 e was on my lights becauſe it came 
up my windpipe; almoſt ſtrangling me for-a con 
derable time, that 1 expected J was near. Expirings BE 
but felt a reſignation in this trying tithe" 8 25 5 = 
expectation, Which I took to be a great fayour from EEE " 
the Lord; there is no ſupport like thie light of bis 
countenance. I continued bleeding 0 'br lefs -- 
many days, but gradually: mended. In the eighth- 
month e Pup NY 9 in a; * . 5 1 
A 1 "i | * , 
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* felt. dravings in m my mind to-yiſit ſome. mectinigs - 
ip the back parts of, Cheſter, - Philadelphia, and 
Bucks counties, aud Part al New.Jerſey, nd 
my concern before my friends had their c 
'S tence, and was 1 by my kinſman Joſhua 
Bron through” molt of the journey; our firſt ap- 
"LN pointed meeting: Was at Radnor, in which truth 
oed our. ſer vice in a good degree, and paſling 
| = over Schuylkill went. 3 Plymouth, Nerch weder, 
8 [nag and ee E-ras which laſt meetin 
1 r. want of more careful notice was very ſmall, ing 
dt per eaſy in my mind, I had a A free 
dam to let them know, that I would endeavour to 
de at that place again, on the ſecond. day following, 
And ſhould, be glad they would plęaſc to give full 
6 notice thetecf, 41 havin a ſtrong draught 1 in my 
85 mind to turn back to Ne 1 went the ſame 
evening to Robert Jones's at Skippack, and next , N 
day to ſee a friend who had been a long time in- 
„ ofed, with. whom. we. had a good opportunity, 
-. .- - which 1. believe was of advantage to, the friend, 
through the goodneſs and mere of the bleſſed Marr 
herd, of Ifcael; L alſo viſited two other friends, and 
de were Zomtoted together in the renewing of 
| heavenly. goodneſs; and. on, firſt day was at North. 
. meeting, which Was large and ſatisfactary, 
* Ee And at Providence. again. on. ſecond. days where 
; =" generally met, and. Thad an opportunity to 
_ clear myſelf in 4 particular manner; then went to 
Evans'g meeting by the ſide of Schuylkill, and had 
-a meeting the lame cvening at the houſe of Thomas 
S e both which were to ſome ſatisfaction; after- 
2 | FE OB War 8. Went to Maiden, creck, Exeter, and Rich- 
3 5 E- and from. thence over Delaware to Kingwood, 
"= = and yitited; the, meetings een Glouceſter, 
—and Salem Counties; as far. down; as Greenwich, 
an return Homewards dy. Haddonficld, from 
e in kk Sein a MN Wange Joſhua | 
rown 
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8 left te afd went home; I called to vifit 
ändah Cooper, Whole, ufband had ndt long been 
dead, the Teeth 10d under affliction of body and 
td; I felt a Hear "ſympathy, with her, and tho? 
wth: Hot e6nyerfe” uch together, PLA in tlle 
den ng love of Him who'is a friend to the afffited, 
75 were mutual Ae e the e 0 her fa. | 


* ST 4.4, 3 


debe in a fenfe of Tie indncſs of woe Lord; in 
ng 'A 9 wo and inward feeling to the chil. 
den — fs ' foul was hum led in reve- 
raw thank folnt to him the author of all 0 
ois praiſe worthy for ever. In the morning 
had a 15 5 over Delaware about the terith hour, 
which by feaſon of ice had not been paffable for 
ſeveral diy s before; tarrying in Philadelphia that 
night, 1 Fae next Jay to Derby meeting, and tlie 
e g got well home, and found my dear 
and family well. 
On my lea home to petforin this viſit; I felt 
great inward weakneſs, and in going from mecting 
to meeting, frequent humblin! Pa 1 5 attended, 
in which the preſent ſtate of ihe" church was fe 
and the conditions of many fpoken'to in the love 
of truth, which made me eh kia khat it ſeemet 
UE a farewell viſit, at leaſt for a long tige. 
ry 5 may now make a remark which. F Fer pe will not 
be improper ot utiprofitable, *As I paſſed along in 
this viſit, I obſerved ſome people Loud earneſtly 
reſs. me to g Home with them, and would fay 
&. would bot take it kind if 1 did beg, and friends 
did not uſe to ſerve them ſo, that is, aſs by them; 
pot thought there was not much of, the ee 
weetneſs of truth to be felt at their hbafes, or even 
About them; tho“ they would ſay, hy thou haſt 
- tit the nail on the head, there is Juſt fuck people 
Wong us as thou haſt ipoken of; and ſeemed as 
| to 
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t0,.themſclves, | ſafe and eaſy, | when, perhaps their 
religion lay much in thinking that good friends 
were familiar with them and thought well of them; 
I alſo, took notice of another ſart, who tho” they 
were not fond of having friends to ga with them, 
would ſpeak well of their ſeryice, and deal it out 


liberally: to others in a cenſorious manner, and not 
have 


4 


CES 


dren 


ut lovers: of truth in heart, to whom | felt great 
nearneſa of ſpirit, believing they would grow in 
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do fometimes wither, away as graſs. on the houſe 
top. If | you love me, keep my commandments, was 
a precept of our holy Lord and Maſter 3 to keep 
has; commandments we muſt, inwardly dwell with 
his; grace in our hearts, by which the law of the 
ſpirit of life is known and underſtood, by the en: 
lightening and eyerlaſting dure word f Prophecy, 
Which will privately interpret, and N ſhew;to - 
Every man his duty, and the calling of God 
abilitate to abide therein, and his la it light and 
his eee as 4 amy: to the feet af his PEO» 
| for even 51; 4 37516 * 
As I fat in a week day meeting in * winter 
14943.) which was held in a private houſe, (out 
meeting houſe being burnt ſometime before;) I felt 
great weakneſs and poverty attending my mind, 
which occaſioned a deep inquiry into the .cauſe; 
and after a time of inward waiting, the humbling 
divine preſence was felt i in reverent profound feng 
yet the gentle operation of7the divine power cauſed 
A ſecret inward: trembling, ; and the following wat 


uttered. | in a language intelligent to the inward man, op 


gather. thy/elf from-all the,cumbers of the world, and 
be thou weaned from the popularity, love, and friend- 
Jhip thereof, I believed this-to be the voice of the 
holy one of Ifrael, as a merciful warning to pre- 
pare for my final change, or to ſtand: Nagy for 
lome; ſervice which would ſeparate me from mpo- 
ral buſmeſs d the neareſt connections in life; and 
from that time I endeavoured to ſettle my affairs, 
and contract m my little buſineſs as well as I could. 
In the ſummer following I met with an unexpected 
trial, for without my knowledge my name was put 
in the new. commiſſion for juſtices of the peace, and 
FA e were uſed to perſuade ods be quali- 

d in order to act in that ſtation, and ſome of my 
e friends told me. it ſeemed providential, 
. hi cba it was my place to Your 
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ey eas I might be helpful by way of example to 


eme in the commiſſion 55 were friends; fora 
= time Þwas exceedingly ſtraitened, but my eye 
fixed on the Lord Ir. — r pleaſed him 

— great eondeſcention once more to Sg —.— ſen- 
— r gather th elf from all the 
e world, &c. which to me ſettled the 

int, and 1 became *ealy in mind, and himibly 
af to my bleſſed inſtruQtor who Had called 


mie for other fervice;» 2 


After my return KS From the nt ts fricndh 
in New-Jerſey before related, I felt ſuch an inward 
filenee for about two or three weeks, that I thought 


Lad dene with the world, and ald any further 


| 
— 
a 
: 
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. 
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tent years, thought 


ſervice in the church, and che reparing hint was 


Breught to my mind, with thankfulnefs that 4 had 


ed ite in a gaod degree to practiſe it; and one 
diy walking 5 1 fas myſelf fo inwardly weak 
ard feeble, that T Rood: at? and bye the reverence 
dat covered my mind, I 'kriew that the hand of the 


Voörd was on me and His —. round About, the 


N — filent and all brought into meſs, 
ut went forth with brighnnck, and ſhone on 

ritain; Ireland, and Holland, and my mind 

4 the gene, yetItrotiply drawing cords of that 
love is ſtronger chan death, w h made me ſay, 
Lords before, and firengtben me, nd T. 251% follow 
0 er thou eaxdt.” I had ſeen tus journey near 
2 ears 3 plain matiner; àfid at times for 
the concern fo Tron upon me 

chat moſt lay it before; 0 for thrit advice; 
but cas ſecretly reſtrained; made to believe, 
rät“ un exerciſe: ret bert ws would ripen beft to be 
kept quiet in my Sf heart to know the Tight time, 
ne weang ckekring to run without eln 7 Teh; to 
ſee athing is not- * Commiſſion to do that t ing the 
time Abe, und 3 e to know the ty GEE 
3 at ah The time 1 had to pre- 


parc 


ori JOHN/CHURCUMAN. | 5 
pare for the journey was ſhort, and therefore thoughe 
it was necdful to employ my time to the beſt advan- 
tage, and as I had a deſire. to fee: friends of ſeveral 
particular meetings, namely Bradford, Weſt and 
Eaſt. Caln, Uwchland, Nantmill, and Goſhen, my 
ſiſter Dinah James went with meꝛrto thoſe meetings, 
which through the dee dneſs of the Lord were ſo- 
lidly profitable, we alſo a meeting at Henry 
Hockley's, near. French Creek Iron- works, which 
was to ſome gopd ſatisfaction, and ſo to the quarterly 
meeting at Concord in tlie twelfth month, where I 
met my brother Willam Brown, who/ queried of 
me where I had been, and what I-had been doing 
I told him, I had been doing as he, and every ho- 
neſt man ought to do, collecting little. debts and 
paying where I owed, and endravouring to ſettle 
my affairs; for that ſuch care was neceſſary when 
one expected a great ſum would be immediate 
demanded: In a Kew days after my return from the 
quarterly. meeting, 1 laid my concern before our 
eee meeting, in order that friends might 


ave a month to; weigh and conſider it before 1 8 


ſpoke for a certificate; for 1 wanteg their teeling 
concurrence / in this we ighty . firmly 
believing, that my great and good” Maſter would 
not require any thing of me in which my dear 
friends could not concut and tho“ while the 8 
of Truth was upon me, I was-made freely to give 
up; yet now home; and the near affection to a Teal | 
wife, only ſon, relations and friends, were exceeds 
ingly quick and affecting, and ſomething in me 
ſeemed to have a choice, that my e Os mg 
judge that L was too weakly and infirm in body, 
not other wiſe qualified for the ſervice, and if — 
ſhould be their mind, I thought L ſheuld be eleur; 
in the interval I viſited the neighbouring meetings, 
and carefully attended to the motion of truth there 
| mw and in the: firſt n having n | 
. 
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ol the preparative meeting, I laid my concern be: 
Fore the «monthly meeting, and attended our gene- 


ral ſpring meeting at Philadelphia; and my brother 


Wa. Brown having ſpoken for a certificate on the 


like concern, it ſeemed pleaſant to think of croſhng 
the Ocean together, and friends were for propoſing 
a paſſage, and what ſhip we fhould go in; but 
| felt a ſecret prohibition againſt being any ways con- 
cerned about a paſſage until I had a certificate, and 
knew that I was fully clear; ſo returned home. 
And haying a defire to ſer friends in York county 
over Suſquchanna, I went there, accompanied by 
my brother James Brown, to the meetings at News 
berry, Warrington, Huntington, and Monallan, 
which were moſtly to à good degree of ſatisfaction, 
und in my return being humble and low in mind, 


and ruminating on my European journey, which 


was before me, my ſpirit ſeemed to ſink, and my 
affection to my dear: wifey and family, and friends 
ſo awakened upon me, that it looked to me impoſ- 
ſible to part from them and live; but Endeavouring 


d 0oð retire, bleſſed be tlie nam of the Lord the helper 


of his people by whoſe power a filenoe was known, 
and by a gentle, inſtructive, inward: voice; my at- 
tention was gained, and my mind diverted from 
its pain by the following query: ( Suppoſe thou 
ſhouldſt lend a valuable thing to a nei . bour of 
thine, to be returned on demand, and 2 ſhouldſt 
favour him therewith from time to time, not only 


one year, but ſeven, and then ſhouldſt ſee cauſe to 


demand it to be reſigned; wouldſt thou not think 
that neighbour ungrateful, if he did not reſign it 

chearfully, and with thankfulneſs and acknowledg- 
ment ſuitable to thy kindrieſs?”” The propoſition 
demanded my aſſent, and my underſtanding was 
fully opened by the following application: . All 
that thou enjoyeſt is mine, doſt thou love theſe 
,_— more than me? if not, why is it ſo hard for 


thee . 


* 


or JOHN CHURCHMAN. 88 
thee to reſign all to follow me? which made me cry, 
Lord! enable me, and I will follow thee, it is only. 
by thy ftrength I can do it;“ and by the gracious 
odneſs of Chriſt, my great and good Maſter,. I 

Felt an humble reſignation to his will, who bein 

all things to his people, is worthy to be followed 
and obeyed for ever. Now 1 was led. to believe 

this was the inſtructiòn of the bleſſed ſpirit to me, 
and as I had much. comfort and ſatisfaction no 
er 


I am free to leave it as a hint, that others.undet 
trials of what kind ſo ever, may be encouraged 
to look unto' him for help, who is the Lord, migk- 
ty to ſave, and able to deliver to the uttermoſt all 
who ſincerely truſt in him. 
T returned home, and my certificate being figned 
in the ſecond month, attended our quarterly meet- 
ing at Concord in the third month, and went to 
Philadelphia to ſee for a paſſage, and with my bro- 
ther W. B. found one to our liking and to the ſa- 
tisfaction of friends, which we alſo vatued; I then 
returned home, waiting until the ſhip was near 
ready to ſail, and during that time viſited ſeveral 
neighbouring mettings, taking leave of my neigh- 
bours and friends; and on the firſt day of the fourth, 
month (1750) taking leave of my dear wife and 
aged mother, I left home before ſun tiſe, and went 
to Philadelphia that night, ſpent, the next day in 
viſiting ſome of my acquaintance, and on the firſt 2» 
of the week attended three meetings; in the morn= f 

ing at the Bank, which was a fatisfaQory good 

meeting, wherein friends where exhorted to attend. 

on the gift of God, for inſttuQion and ability to 
perform every govd word and Work, ahd in the af. 
ternoon and evening at the High, or Market-ſtreet. *. 
houſe, which tho“ not quite 1o open as the other, e 
were in the main ſolid good meetings. 
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140186 6 e n dee ö 1 855 vt 
His Viſit to Great B ritain, Iraland and Hollamd, f 
«from the Year 17 5 t 1g, with divers 
» Obſervations on "the State" of bur Religious 
Society in the courſe of his Travels, 
eam Cent 1 NN ane TG 2 
N the fourth day of the fourth month (1750) 
being the ſecond of the, week, we left Phila- 
delphia, accompanied by ſeveral of our relations and 
friends to Cheſter, and went on board the , ſhip 
Carolina, Stephen Meſnard commander, (bound for 
London,) where my brother Wu. Brown and myſelf 
took leave of them; and paſſing down Delaware, 
went out to ſea in the afternoon of the fixth of the 
ſame month, and had a good paſſage, in which L 
was not ſea ck, tho” my brother was moſt of the 
time, We landed at Dover on the ſixth of th. 
fifth month, being juſt five weeks from the time 
left my own (84 and we had to rejoice with 
humble thankfulneſs, that; during the paſſage, we 
were careful to keep our meetings in the great Ca- 
bin twice a week, in which we felt the preſence of 
our great Lord and Maſter, and therein were com- 
| forted. On the day we landed we had; a meeting 
zt Doper to good. ſatisfaction, then took paſſage i 
a ſtage coach to Canterbury the fame evening, and 
lodged at William Patterſon's, who entertained us 
ery, kindly; reſted. there on ſeventh day, and on 
rM day fat with friends in their morning and. after- 
noon meetings to ſome ſatisfaction; tho? I had little 
to ſay, to them, T thought there Was a tender people 
in that city and W. B. en open time; next morny; 
ing taking our paffag in a ſtage coach, we reached, 
London the ſame evening, and continued in and 
about the city until the twenty-firſt' of the ſixth 


3 8 month. 
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NC HURCHMAN. 83 
month, in which time 1 wrote divers letters to my 
wife and particular friends in Pennſylvania, and 
was ſeveral times at each of the meetings in the 
city, in which L fat moſtly filent, under a great ex: 
erciſe of mind from a ſenſe of a too forward minil- 
ery; which rather aer des the biene quite thereof 
than miniſtred* inſtruction to the hymible waiting 
children, of which number T thought there were 
many in that city; tho“ it feemed delightful to thoſe 
who loved to hear words eloquently Fehvered, and 


to have the itching af Pleaſed, yet in heart were l. 
bertines; and in practice diſorderly walkers. I ſqme- 
times thought, that'my ſilent fitting was ſo ordered 
for an example to others for a more ſteady waiting 
in their own gifts, to know life to ariſe into domi- 
nion in meetings,” my exerciſe inereaſed ſo, that my 
fleep ſeemed” tò depart from me, and 1 remained as 
one ſealed up às to miniſtry, nor had I freedom 
to go from houſe to houſe to dine, or to make 
many acquaintance,” I was therefore cenſured by 
ſome as ſingular and narrow; at length I felt great 
enlargement of heart towards other ſocieties, tho” 
my mouth was ſhut towards our own, and for a 
time, it ſeemed as if I muſt go and have meetings 
among thoſe who did not profeſs with us; and one 
day, as I was walking towards Ratcliff Fields for 
the air, a draught of affection * flowed ſo ſtrong * 
towards ſome in high ſtations in government, that 
I concluded, that I muſt declare the way of life and 
falvation through "Chriſt | Jeſus our Lord among 
them, feeling a greater openneſs that way than to 
friends; but making a ſtand, I ſeoretly cried, ah. 
Lord! what then will become of the family whom 
thou dreweſt me hither to viſit; then, after a little 
while, that charge came into my mind very freſh, s 
Mat. x. 5-6. Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and, 
into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not; buf g 
rather to the. loft. ſheep” of the howſe of Tſrael, which 
9 & brought 
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brought great ſweetneſs, and an increaſing heark- 
yearning for an loye to the houſhold, and made 
me acknowledge, good art thou oh] Lord. God, for 
thy mercies endure fox ever Wo ever, and I remem- 
bred that Fay nd quietly viewed: the ſtate of Je- 
_ rulalem Pon cht, and ſaw, b had any ſervice 
to do in London, the time for. it was not yet come; 
F alſo uu of; Wat RvR 99 2 dh ming. 8 the 
| ſecond meeting I. was in en hy e 
1 had but a fe ſent 27 7 7 to, ip Bag Jae 
of life cealed, and 1 ſat oo as 1 have always 
found it fafe. to do, and felt inward Poverty: and 
weakneſs,. yet a quiet and attentive mind; but. my 
brother W. B. had good ſexvice, and an open time 
among the peo le, at which I did admire, and ſaid 
in my heart; he is fat to be ſent abroad; but alas! 
1. am one of the. meaneſt ſervants that was ever ſent 
over the ſea to preach the goſpel; when this gentle, 
caution came befo ore, me; mind, thy: on buline/y, and 
be faithful in thy gift, thou haſt. a.greal journey before. 
thee and thy flare is." ſmall; liue thenefore frugally, 
and ſpend carefully, and cot not another's, and thou, 
ſhalt not want, what is: convenient far. thyſelf, and; 
 Jomething te ſpare to the needy: Whereupon I deſired 
with an humble heart, to be 4 Hs St patience; 
and meekneſs, becoming a diſciple of my great, 
Lord and Maſter, and therein to wait for renewed; 
inſtruction and ability, to Rog in mine on Bf 
Went repining, however ſmall. 
In a few days I felt ſome openneſs towards the, 
Welt of Englan , and. informed. my brother W. B. 
thereof, 8 after a little pauſe, told me that his 
way opened Eaſtward; on ſome conſideration of 
the matter, we concluded i it was beſt for each of us 
to mind the pointings of truth, tho“ in ſome crols, 
to our own wills; for this proſpect ſeemed to part 
us; and if we ſhould endeavour to go together for. 
ee and then part, ſome might judge there was 


R “ 


or JOHN CHURCHMAN. 385 
a diſlike, or want of unity between us, and on com- 
muning with ſame of our friends, they were of the 
ſame mind; ſo we reſigned, and in N . and 
| es took leave of cach other. 
Underſtanding there was an yearly- do be 
held in Somerſcthhire for ſeveral of the ru 
counties, and having ſome dr 3 to attend it, 
IL left London aon the twenty-firſt of the ſiæth month 
in company with my: friend John Hunt, at whoſe 
houſe I lodged, and John Pemberton who came 
over ſea with us on account of his health, and had 
a meeting that day at Stains, which was pretty good 
and open, the next at Bafingſtoke, and ſo on to 
Saliſbury, and Shaftſbury, the two laſt being dull 
meetings, which: is often the caſe where friends ate 
not careful to live near to truth, and reached to 
Ivelcheſter, the place where the ycariy· meeting be- 
gan, on ſeventh day in the evening the twenty-fifth 
of the month; on firſt day we had two meetings in 
the Town Hall, and many people being there; 
meetings were held at the Market Croſs in the ſtreet 
at the ſame time; I fat filent that day; on the next 
there was: a meeting of miniſters and elders in the 
morning, in which 1 had ſome remarks to make 
reſpectiug miniſtryz there were alſo: two public 
meetings the ſame day, one of which' was dull; the 
other more open, and on"third day two meetings 
rather better, hen the yearly- meeting ended; ſome 
meetings being laid out for me; john Hunt return- 
gd to London, but John Pemberton concluded to 
4 > with: me a few days, and His company was Kind: | 
accepted of by me, he being a ſober, well in- 
2 young man! We went to Iminſter the firſt 
appointed: meeting, in which the good preſence was 
witneſſed much to my comfort, or 1 ft ſaw that the 
2 was near, and helped me in my gift by open- 
ing the ſtate of the meeting, bleſſed be his name 
| far ever! I: alſy had an evening * at _— 
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and next day at Veovil which was large and open 
fon doctrine, then at Sherborn on the edge of Dor- 
ſietſhire, from thence went to viſiti the wife and chil- 
dren of Jonah Thompſon at Compton; he being in 
Pennſylvania on a religious viſit; I had ſome good 
ſatisfaction in the family, and tarried there a day; 
thenn went ta the meetings at Long Sutton, Puddi- 
more; Grinton, Glaſtonbury, Shipton-mallet,' and 
Firome, in which I had moſtly, cloſe and plain ſer- 
viee; yet not without a degtee of the ſweetneſs and 
power of Truth, in à ſenſe whereof IL was often 
eeeding to Bath, was at the forenoon and afternoon 
mettings there, and had an evening meeting at 
Caleb, Tyley's, which were in ſome good degree 
ned by truth; but there is a want of weighty 
ſolid friends in this place, which is much frequent- 
ed by moſt ſorts of people on account of the Wa- 
ters from thence we went to Bradford, and Pick 
Wiek meetings; but nat being clear at the firſt, I 
returned, and had an evening meeting there, to 
Which many came, and it ended to ſatisfaction. 
Here I may nqte, that having a deſire to ſee friends 
by themſelves, and ſomething on my mind in a cloſe 
manner to the ſociety; when I ſtood up and began 


to ſpeak, the houſe was ſoon almoſt filled by others, 


f who, would wait without, ſetting ſome one to watch 
When there was any thing ſpoken; upon their com- 
ing in, the ſubject in my view eloſed, and an open- 
ing in a doctrinal way preſented, and my mind 
turned to it, and IL believe it was to the fatisfaQtion, 
of ſome ſeeking people preſent; after I fat down a 
few: minutes, finding no eaſe reſpecting my concern 
towards friends, I had a freedom to inform the peo- 
ple, that the public ſervice of that meeting was now 
over, but I had a deſire, that the members of the 
meeting would ſtay a little while; on which a friend 
Went to the door, and when the others had gone. 
| out 
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5 er JOHN CHURCHMAN, 8 
out; ſhut/1 it, and the friends moſtly kept their ſeatsy = 
and in a little time, the ſtate of the meeting ame 
freſh before me again, and had an opportunityits: 
clear, myſelf in a very plain manner, ſhewing that 
the greateſt enemies to the truth, were the prufeſ. 
ſors of it, who did not obſerve the inſtructions: of 
truth, or grace of God in their on hearts; for 
altho the doctrine thereof when declared by quali- 
fied inſtruments, was clear and powerfully convins: 
cing, having the love, and ſweetening evidence of 
Truth with it, reaching the witneſs in their hearts; 
yet when the eyes of ſuch ſo reached, were turned 
to behold the ſteps and conduct of the libertine 
profeſſors among us, they were ſtumbled by their: 
example, and ſuch were an offence to the little ones, 
and their portion by way of compariſon is hinted at 
by our Lord, When he pts, Mat. xviii. 6. B 
whoſ ſhall fend one of theſe littie anes who believe: 
in me, it were better. fur him that a militone were; 
hanged about his 2 and that he were drowne@ 

in the depth. f tbe bea. From thence we went to# 
Weſtbury, and Lavington meetings, and to; the 
quarterly-mecting for Wiltſhire; held at Devizes} 
which began on the; firſt day of the week, two! 
meetings for public worſhip, and one in the even- 
ing for miniſters and elders, and next day for wor- 
ſhip and buſmeſs, but I could ſeꝶ no time, nor room 
to clear myſelf v0 advantage far: want of more ſtill⸗ . . 
neſs; the ſervice-of meetings may be hurt for want 
of ſilence, and the minds of the people become 
too unſettled; to underſtand: and hear to profit; ina 
ſenſe, whereof, I left this place with an heavycheurt, 
and went to Chippenham, Corſham, Clbarlcots and 
Melkſham meetings, beſides which had three even- 
ee eee eee 
ging to, Thomas Bennet, with his boarding 
icholars and others; one at John Fry's pf Sutton 
n and, te hes at Samuel Ructy' $; ſome a 
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895 Tas LIFE Aub TRAVELS _ 

which were good meetings; then leaving Wiltſhire 
wei paſſed through Bradford, and Bath, and came 
to Briſtol on the twenty-ſecond of the month, where 
F tarried until firſt day, the ſeventhiof the eighth 
month; conſtantly attending their meetings-as & of 

came an courſe, and viſiting ſeveral families as truth 
opened my way, my mind and ſpirit was bowed 
very low in this city, under a ſenſe of too general 
u declenſion and falling away from truth, into pride, 
high-mindedneſs; and the ſpirit of the world; and 
a conformity to the vain cuſtoms and faſhions there. 
af; of which I frequently made mention amongſt 
them; I was at their two weeks meeting for buſi- 
neſs; and quarterly-meeting for inſpecting the af. 
fairs of truth, and laboured much to encourage 
them to hold weekly meetings for miniſters and el- 
derts, in order to enquire how meetings for worſhip 
were attenged by public friends; and whether their 
| miniſtry was acceptable, and the lives and conver- 
ions of miniſters and elders correſpondent with 
A their doctrine and profeſſion, which gare they had 


dropped for ſometimes I was at ſiæteen meetings in 
his eity, and one at Frenchay, and viſited Anthony 
| Putver's boarding ſchool a6: thay places and being 
bay to leave Briſtol for the preſent, we went to: 

1 Chewmagna in Somerſetſnire; and after dining at 
John Hipfley's, had a religious opportunity in his 
KNuamily, and the next day a meeting at Portiſhead, 
am evening meeting at james Players, then to Cla- 

verham, Sidcot, and Mark, ſome of which were 
meetings, a ftw elderly friends here live near 
truth, and there was a viſitation to the youth, ſeveral 
of. whom appeared tentler and growing in religion; 
tho many profeſſots are ſeeking after tie gain, love, 
aud friendſhip of the world, not enougli eonſider- 
| A ing that Godlineſs with contentment is the beft 


| pas our next meeting was at Bridgewater, then at 
Taunton, and were comforted together with friends 
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br JOHN CHURCHMAN. 8g 
in their, morning and afternoon meetings; in the di- 
vine preſence there is life, and the living are made 
able to praiſe the Lord ho id worthy. From thence 
Paige Minehead, Milverton, Wellington, Spice - 
land; Columpton, having a meeting at each place, 
ve came tp Exeter in Devonſhire, and attended three 
meetings there on firſt day, in each of which 1 had 
Jomething to offer; but was much depreſſed under 
an apprehenſion of the prevalence of a deiſtical 
ſpirit over, ſome, , which, with, the indifference of 
others ahout religion, and a light forward zeal in 
ſome others, without the deep, inward, baptizing 
knowledge of Truth, occaſion the pute and ever 
bleſſed power thereof to be at a low: ebb in that 
city. When the children of the Lord know him 
their Redeemer to liye by his heavenly power in 
them, they know alſo that thereby they live, and 
fcelingly know bis Truth and the precious teſtimony, 
and by this knowledge are influenced with an holy, 
, 94 zeal, in loye and meekneſs to work in his 
vincyard the church, to the honour of God, and 
the edification and reſtoration que of another. 
Leaving Exeter, we went to Topſham and had a 
dark dull meeting, and ſtaying at a friend's houſe 
to dine, one at the table, who, as I underſtood, 
could not ſpare time to attend the meeting, aſked 
me if 1 was ever in New-England, and whether 1 
could inform him what ſort of a country it was? 
for, added he, I have heard people fay, that the 
corn (that is wheat) will not ripen there, but is 
mitten with a rotting mildew which blaſts the wheat 
in the ear; I ſuddenly felt that I had need of being 
careful in anſwering, but knew not why; J anſwer- 
ed with caution, that I had ſeen wheat in that coun- 
try which looked to be well grown, but in the ear 
where grain ſhould be, there was little elſe hut a 
black ſmut in form of a grain; I have heard, ſaid 
he, that it would > full, good wheat * 
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and what can newebe the cauſe why it is blaſted, 
didſt thou ever hetff? On 2 E related td him a 
-paſſage which I Had heard; 7. 'Two perfons bei 
in Boſton had a curkoſſty to Tee-the old prifor? from 
- whenee chefe friends were led to tlie plate of e- 

eurion de were hanged at Boſton for their T&ligi- 
ds teſtimon) and prineiples, and an inhabltant of 
the town going with them, brought them to the 
- priſon, bY one of the wren fad t their guide, is 
this che old jail where che friends = Who were 
'hahged?' un od "woman who fat &r: at the 
dor, tho” not ſpoken to, anſwered yes it is, and 
ve feelingly Myst, for a curſe has deen on the 
land ever ſince, ſo that it will not bear wheat with- 
out a blaſting, and we are beholden to other colo- 
nies for bread,” He replied with an air of jeſting, I 
have heard 10, but I betievems af it. I told 
bim we might obſerve; chat tlie Almighty bad ſome- 

times manifeſted his difplcafure on a people ot na- 
tion, by famine, the ſword,” or peſtilence for their 
"tranſgrefliotis,” if we had belief 1 in the ſacred wWri- 
tings of the old Teſtament; he faid; it could not 
be, Itter che Almighty Who is Love in perfection, 
and in himfelf infinitely happy for ever, ſhould de- 
ght in ſeverity, and take vengeance on man the 
"workmanſhip Kid hand; ſome” who are narrow in 
cheir way of thinking may believe ſuch things, but 
for his part, he bad Ideas more noble of the deity 
than to believe ſuch notions; by which T perceived 
he was u deiſt, and did not regard the Scriptures, 
and that it would be vain to fay much to him; hay- 
ing often thought it was very difficult to ſay any 
thing to reach thoſe fort of low freethinkers, who 
-exerciſe themſelves in the wiſdom which is from 
beneath, and dwell ſafely in their own imaginations 
and conceits, whoſe communication is often infec- 
tious to others, and to be perceived in the mect- 
e and ee where ad reſide. 
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From ee we went to went to Bovy, Newton- 


Buſhel, Tatneſs and Kingibridge, at — laſt, after 
e morning and afternoon meetings, we had one 


in the evening, with friends ſelected, which was tg "40 


ſatisfaction; and hearing of one family that lived 


many miles from any meeting, 1 had a deſire to e 
them, and went thither; Llet the friend know, that 


came there on purpoſe to ſee him and his family, 


and ſhould be glad to have them come together and 


be ſtill a little wife, deſiring it might be ſoon, for 


We, intended to go chat night to Plymouth; he ſaid 


it would not anſwer them at that time, his children 
being employed in preſſing out eider. I let him 
know, that I hoped I ſhould not detain them long, 
and if they lightened the preſs, the cider would not 
run over; but could not prevail Wirh him, tho 


informed him, that I had left all my buſineſs, and | 


had come ſome thouſand miles tg, = my friends in 


this nation, and hearing how remote be lived from 


meeting, had a particular mind to ſee him; he re- 


plied that he ſhould be glad it had ſuited them, but 5 


could not put his buſineſs by at that time; ſo, with 


a heavy heart, I left his houſe and went to Plymouth 


where we had a meeting the next day: Then to 


Germains, Liſcard, Looe, Auſtil, and Denny's (in 


Cornwall,) at which laſt place the people are moſt- 


ly: employed in the tin mines, and we had a pretty 

od meeting, a yilit from a friend being accepta- 
ble to them, and they willing to leave their buſineſs 
tho? poor people, From hence xe proceeded pret- 
ty direct to the Land's- end, intending to take the 
meetings on odr return, and were at Penzance 
meeting on ſtth day; at this meeting my compani- 


on John Pemberton ſpoke a few words in way of 


teſtimony, tender and broken, being the firſt time, 


and I thought had a good degree of the ſavour of - 


truth attending; and on ſeyenth day, went; to viſit 
an ancient friend ſiek and bed rid, near the Land's- 


end 
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end where formerly there had been à meeting, and 
tetürned in the evening to Penzance; on firſt day 
had a meeting at Marazion in the morning, and at 
Penzance in the evening: We tlien turned Eaſt- 
ward, and attended a meeting at Falmouth, arid 
five 'others in this county of Cortiwall; then paſſes | 
through Devonſhire, taking a meeting at Oakhamp- | 
ton, and twelve others in Somerſetſhire, ſome of 
which were large and open, for there came many 
ſeeking people to the meetings at Bridgewater, and 
1 hope fome of thoſe opportunities were through 
Divine favour profitable to'ſome of them; and not 
being eafy in my mind to leave this county without 
being at the quarterly-meeting for buſineſs to be 
beld at Glaſtonbury, I returned thither, a and was 
concerned to lay before friends the declining ſtate 
of the ſociety in that county, and to exhort them 
to put the diſciplme in practice, that the church 
might be cleared from diſorders,” which cauſed re- 
roach ; it was thought by friends to be the moſt 
bod quarterly- meeting which had been held in that 
county for many years. From thence we went to 
Caln in Wiltſhire, being about fifty miles, and were 
at their meeting on firſt day the ſixteenth of the 
tenth month, where we met out friend and count 
man Daniel Stanton from Philadelphia in the rw 
of his religious viſit, and were glad in each others 
company, tho“ the meetings Vorh: forenoon and af- 
ternoon were but dull, the people looking for words; 
were diſappointed; ' the next day we went together 
to a monthly-meeting at Chippenham; the meeting 
for worſhip was held in the meeting houſe, at the 
concluſion of which friends roſe and went out; I 
aſked them where they were going, for I felt very 
uneaſy, they ſaid to do the buſineſs of” the meeting, 
and feeling a ſtrong engagement to be with them 
while they tranſa&ed the affairs of the church, I 
— — * it trained * faſt; they went 
55 | into 


or JOHN CHURCHMANj®Y gg» 
into a ſpacious houſe where a room was prepared for 
the purpoſe, and a good fire; I fat down With them 
tho? ſorely diſtreſſed, they ſeemed to do the huſineſa 
in a formal ready way; I endeavoured to preſs them 


to weightineſs of ſpirit, that they might feel ibe 


ſtate of the ſociety and the need there was to put 
the diſcipline in practice, for religion was at a low 
ebb in that county; they ſeemed not ta underſtand 
me, and indeed 1 found but little room or openneſs 
to ſay much to them; they ſoon finiſhed their buſi- 
neſs; when I raſe up and moved for going away, 
they informed me that friends ſtaid to dine where 
the buſineſs was tranſacted, and that the friends of 
the houſe would think it very ſtrange if I went: 
away; fo they told the woman that the friend was 
going away; ſhe met me in the Hall, and ſaid, 
I muſt not go before I took dinner; 1 told her I 
ſhould, for that I had not freedom to ſtay to eat or 


drink in the houſe; ſhe aſked me why? I preſſingly 
deſired her to inquire of the Truth in her own heart 4 


and ſhe might find the cauſe, ſo I went away, and a 
friend followed me out, and ſhewed me the way to 
his houſe where I left my horſe, and there I found 
Daniel Stanton, and my companion J. P. who went 
not to the meeting for buſineſs; Daniel informed 
me, that he followed us to the door, but could not 
go in, for he thought he felt the life of truth ſtruck 
at, or trampled upon in that houſe, and therefore 
returned to the other where we had left our horſes, 
and J. P. with him; I was glad that he had ſuch a 
ſenſe, and he expreſſed ſatisfaction that I did not 
ſtay to dine, ſo we dined together, after which 
Daniel went Weſtward, and we towards London, 
taking ſeveral meetings in our way, and arrived 
there the thirty- firſt of the tenth month, and tarry- 
ing in the city until the twenty · fifth of the eleventh 
month, in the mean time I carefully viſited all the 
peeling in great awfulneſs, being bowed in 2 5 
under 
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h under a ſenſe of a forward miniſtry, and fat chiefly. 
in Rlencr among them: I alſo. — their meet · 
ings for diſcipline . namely one quarterly meeting, 
the monthly, two weeks, ſecond day morning meet- 
ings, und mertiig for:fuſferings, and was in much 
beaymets of mind, having a ſenſe of a great ne- 
im ſame who were active members, in not wait - 
for a true qualification to act ſor the honour of 
God and edification of the church; nevertheleſs 
there is remnant: who are concerned to ſeek his 
honour, and to wait for the influence of his Divine 
Spirit and Power, to whom I was, at times, con- 
cerned to ſpeak by way of encouragement. To tranſ- 
act the weighty affairs of the R e in as light and 
eaſy a manner as men commonly buy and ſell in a 
market, will always rather bring r over a meet- 
ing than ile. | 
„We left London on the ewenty-ſxth of the 
2 eleventh month, and went to Chelmsford in Eſſex, 
band the next day fat with friends in their forenoon 


Aacternoon meetings to pretty good ſatisfaction, 


through the goodneſs and power of the Lord, whole 
preſence was meaſurably felt among us to the praiſe 
of his ever worthy name; then taking meetings as 
regularly as we could, we viſited that county in 
twenty-tour days, and had twenty-three public 
meetings, and ſome family fittings. ' My ſervice for 
truth in this county was in a cloſe plain way, moſtly 
with but few words; for it often appeared to me, 
that there was a greater deſire to hear, than to put 
in practice thoſe things they were exhorted to, for 
which J often mourned, and had a ſtrong ſympathy 
with the few ſenſible, baptized friends amongſt 
them; for brevity ſake I cloſe this general account 
without further remark. 
We then paſſed to Ipſwich in Suffolk, and had a 
- meeting with friends there to ſome! ſatisfaQon, 
* dere being a tender ſincere remnant among them; 
| and 


3 
and Mg the al part of tic" count, EWA 
15 edle and vilfteck Kveral ape friends 
ood fatiefactio 7 Athen went to e 
Nos OK, and After attending ther meetings ih 
mornin and afternobn n. Brft day , had A | 
_ fatisfaQory one the Ame" TS eng. many 01 
ople of the town coming to 185 mien 408 0 
Nennen we tarried With rien there 8 
week, in which time 1 had four en in t 
city, and one at Lammas near it, and alſo vifi a 
divers indiſpoſed friends, and had latisfaction 'thete- 
in. Intending to, viſit all the meetings in Ne 
county, a friend undertook to lay them out for' 
and made à liſt oft m, of which he gave me'a 
copy, and told me, it was the way to take the 25 
ings with the leaſt traveling; But 1 felt a ſtrait in 
my mind, which 1 had Flicks found ſafe for mil to 
attend 10 wiitil 1 faw 5 way open, and being:thought- 
ful about At, 1 deſited him to inform mer "ke 
meeting bore: moſt to the North” Eaſt from that 
e e told me lit was North. Walſam; I deſired 
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im to begin there, ad häme the mectings moſt 


regular /afterwards; and) I wonld tell hit if the ñſt 
Felr pleafant" as he went on; he then proceedef, and 
we readily finiſhed one*which was eaſy to me; t 
I defired him to. ſet down the diſtances as he had 
döne in the other, and on comparin them, de 
found the laſt 10 be at leaſt three miles lefs riding ; 
he ſcemed to be pleaſed, and faid it was not the 
uſual” Way of taking thoſe meetings; 1 was willin 
to lay out nine, but told him, 1 was not fully ea ly 
to venture the giving public notice further; that 
perhaps the weather might be difficult; He laid 
there would be a general meeting in a few days, 
when friends from man meetings would be toge- 
ther, and likely to have ful notice very. eaſily given 
for a few meetings further, which he thought Thad 
beſt leave to him, 151 we went for ward tö North- 
Walſam, 


ot, 
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m, d bad a ſatisf meeting, takm 
meetings in courſes fry the por A 
g of miniſters and elders at Norwich the friend 
laid out the ngs informed we, that if 1 

taken them acco OE, &.fohis ürſt Jiſt, 1 ſhould | 
ve-interfered 155 A, — jend at feveral, who 
Tr ry aig on a vilit,. and Le thought there, Was a 
of providence remarkable in turning me; for 
ve were both ſtrangers, we ſhould. have been 
95900 through a tender regard to cach others 
"ſervice; he likewiſe let me know, that he did not 
remember that their quarterly meeting began the 

515 day 7 the mecting beyond which I told him 

was not free to appoint. any, and that baying xp 
125 Jiſt-to a friend to publiſh at the general meeting 
efore mentioned, he. had. been obliged to attend 
Fun, the few 
quld, ave miſ- 


meetings he talked of, otherwiſe, 


lied the quarterly-niccting, and he thoug it would 
4 teach him to be more cautious 


2 future, 1 mention 
this occurrence with/a degree o reverent thankful- 
nels and humility, with 1 other veiw than to en- 
courage thoſe miniſters who are called forth to viſit 
the churches, to diligently and innocently attend 
to the motion of truth, which the more ve are 
bumbled and inwardly. quiet, the clearer it is un- 
derſtood and felt; but as this is eden for our- 
"ſelves, it is ſafer for us to treaſure it up in our own 
hearts, than to make it too cheap by talkin there- 
of to others. This quarterly-meeting POR tn re- 
ſpe to public worſhip and iranipfting Al affairs, of 
truth, was held to ſatisfaction, through the Lord's 

favour, who will be near to them that diligently 
ſeek him, bleſſed be his name for ever! La | 
Then taking Ellingham meeting, we went to 

Thetford, and had a meeting with. friends there, 
both Which were diſtreſſing, from a ſenſe of the 
PS a Wn: of a ranting Jpirit: Here it appeared 
expedi- 
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expedient to lay out meetings for the enſu 


im order that ſuitable notice might be A 
as they were named to me in courſe? 57 friends, > 
felt a temarkable deſire to ſee the friends 6f one | 
certain meeting by themſelves, at or near tlie ele 
venth hour of the day, altho' quite a ſtranger to Dp 
their ituation, numbers, oreſtate; and a friend be- 
ing preſent belonging to that meeting, I requeſted 
her care abbut it, and then went home with Richard | 
Brewſter to Edmondſbury, and attended the meet 
ings: chere on the firſt day morning and afternoon, 
which were in the main ſatisfactory, and in the 
; evening had a meeting with a ſick friend: In wi 
town there is à conſiderable number of hopefur 
friends. We then went to Ratleſden; ' Bard well, 
d through . Livermore to Brand, the place wbete „ 
10 had the Fofire to ſee friends by themſelves; as bes 
fore mentioned, and coming to the friend's houſe 
whoſe wife had been intruſted with the notice, > Y 
aſkgd her if it was not time to go to the meeting, 
the ſaid, thou muſt aſk, my huſband, appearing to be 
diſtreſſed; Laſked where he was, ſhe replied in His 
- warehouſe, and ſent for him; he” comm after a 
while, I ſuppoſe about twelve O' clock, Taiked] 
the time of the meeting, he ariſwered at ſix in ; 
evening (to be ſure;) I told him, that 1 had i 10. 
formed his wife of my deſire that it ſhould be art 
eleven; he replied, ſhe ſaid ſo but 1 thought "it 
would be diſmonorable, for few only would attend 
it at that time, for the pepple of that town were 
chiefly ſuch as were obliged to do their days Vork, 
which would be finiſhed At ik in the evenitig, when 
 - the” houſe! would be nearly full; I told him, I di 
deſire to ſee friends by angie, and fu 107 | 
they cout nieet/at atly hout; he granted that they 
could have met at the the fire opoſed; but 
he” was à man of 4 mord liberal? ſpirit thah tc Win 
to cat his worſe! 9 but wWas defirous his neigh- 
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41 68, Mould partake with him, and thought it his 


Tu 
1 
- 


cut te endcavour to inform and help thoſe whom 


Nehended were backward or ignorant in the 


performance of their duty, and he ſaid, that the 


end and intent of miniſters going forth was to pub- 
liſn the goſpel, and he thought, to the more the 
better; I let him know that it was neceſſary for 
thoſe who were called to the work of the miniſtry, 
to know alſo to whom they were called, or other- 


- . wiſe, they might be miſtaken, and go north inſtead 


of ſouth, or to a different nation or country; he 
anſwered, that he believed if they were rightly cal- 
led, the ſpirit would inform them where they were 


to go; I replied very well, and when they are come 


to the right place, the ſpirit would let them know 
What they have to do, he ſaid, I believe ſo too. 
Whereupon I told him, if I knew the language of 
that ſpirit that called me from my native land to 
Old-England, it was the ſame that inclined me to- 


| ſee the friends of that town by themſelves, and af- 
terwards if I felt an enlargement of mind, could 
: have propoſed a public meeting with the town's-peo- 


le in the evening; and why not one opportunity for 
bath? he queried, adding * for I ſhould be willing 
that all the town, might hear what thou canſt have 


to ſay us.” I then ſaid to him, © if a certain great 


perſon on whom thy proſperity in all things tempo- 
ral. did abſolutely depend, ſhould. in ſingular kind- 
neſs. to thee, ſend a meſſenger to acquaint or adyiſe 
thee, of ſome matter relating to thyſelf in thy own 
particular conduct, in which thy proſperity, peace, 
and inteteſt would, without thy immediate care, be 
nearly affected, wouldſt thou judge it prudent to 
fay to- the ambaſſador. of ſuch a friend, deliver not 
thy. meſſage to me, until I call my,neighbours and 
theaptople: of the town to hear it, and ſoſexpoſe 
thy den weakneſs to thy diladvantage, without, be- 
nefit. to thy neighbours? coulicher it carefully, my 
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I with them, and as I can't have an ro 
according to my freedom and deſire; I ſhall hold 
myſelf excuſed:“ He anſwered,” if nothing but a 

meeting with friends will do, we muſt ſend them 
word to come together as ſoon as they can; I told 


him, that would now by no means de; for he was 


at preſent ſo chafed in his mind, that he could not 
hear to much advantage; he then aſked me what 
end would be anfwered by my coming there? 1 
told him, to detect fuch heady unſound members 
as he was, that thought it diſhonourable for. a few 
friends to meet together to worſhip God, tho' their 
number was more than two or three, to whom the 
promiſe was; he faid, then what wilt become of the 
meeting? I let him know he muſt look to that, who. 
had without orders headily appointed it, and ſo left 
him; and went to Mildenhall, where a friend told 
me, that he being at the meeting aforeſaid when 
public notice was given, that it was on this wiſe, 
Friends and Neighbours! Pleaſe to take notice that 

a friend from America deſires, a public meeting here 
on wedneſday next, at ſix o'clock in the evening, 

which circumſtance F did not know when I was at 
his. houſe; on the whole I had inward peace in my 
obſervations and conduct to this man, and many 
friends rejoiced; for ſeveral had been overborn by 
him to their grief, and I was ſince informed; that he 
ſome what laid the matter to heart, and was often 
heard to ſay, that he would not ſerve any friend 
fo again; after which we had many meetings in 
this county, and paſſing into Cambridgeſhire had 
eight meetings therein, and I thought the life of 
religion was low in general, tho” there are a few 
tender friends in ſeveral places; we then went to 
divers meetings in Huntingdonſhire, Northampton- 
thire, "Bedfordihirez and” Hertfordſhire, | in which it 


Was 
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H wm lot to point out to friends the danger 
eie in, of loſing the pure ſavour of truth, 


For want of humbly attending to the dictates there- 


of in their own hearts, which had already occaſioned 
a dwarfiſhneſs among the profeſſors in thoſe parts; 
ſeveral friends met us at Waltham Abbey from 
London, with whom we went to that city in order 
to attend the yearly- meeting, . which began on the 
twenty-ſixth, and ended on the ſixth day of the 
week, the thirty-firſt of the third month (1751, 
and in the ſeveral ſittings thereof, both for public 
worſhip and the tranſaction of the affairs of truth, 
was thought, by many, to be the moſt weighty and 
Jolid meeting that had been known for many years; 
which was cauſe of humble rejoicing and deep 
thankfulneſs to many friends, in that the Lord had 
vouchſafed his e e If g a in wiſdom and 
power, to the praiſe of his ſacred name; feveral 
friends ſtaying in the city after the meeting was 
over, we had a large and ſatisfactory one on the 
ſeventh day of the week, and I tarried attending 
divers meetings until the ſixth of the fourth month, 
then went to Chelmsford, and ſat with friends in 
their morning and afternoon meetings on firſt day, 
and from thence to the yearly - meeting at Colcheſter; 
but being taken ill of a Kenz was prevented at- 
tending more than one ſitting of that meeting; yet 
through mercy was reſigned, and had peace; ſtaid 
their meeting in that town on the fifth day of the 
week, and the next day ſet forward with my bro- 
ther WX. Brown, John Griffich, and my compani- 
on, in order to attend Woodbridge yearly- meeting, 
which began on the ſeventeenth of the month, and 
altho' the fever had not left me, I was enabled to 
attend every ſitting of it, which was a large and 
ſolid meeting throughout, and friends were re- 
freſhed · together; praiſed he the Lord! whoſe mercy 
is great to his people; my companion J. ec 
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with my brother to ſome adjacent meetin 
ſtaid the week day meeting in this town, Weh 
through Divine favour ſatisfactory. We met again 
at the yearly-meeting at Norwich in a few days, 
which concluded to ſatisfaction, and friends were 


made truly thankful to the Lord for this additional 


favour; we ſpent a few days longer at this city, and 
attended their monthly meeting; after which, hav- 
ing a deſire to viſit a few meetings in company with 
my brother Wu. Brown where Ranteriſm ſeemed 
to prevail, he having the like concern, we took a 
monthly meeting at Wimondham, alſo the meetings 
at Matſſil and Ellingham, in which we were con- 
cerned to uſe great plainneſs to clear ourſelves on 
account of that ranting ſpirit; then went to Ware- 
ham, and had a precious meeting with the few 


friends of that place, and to a very large general _ 
meeting at Downham, many of other ſocieties be- 


ing there, and it became my concern to recite the 


words of our bleſſed Lord, John v. 39-40. Search - 


the Scriptures for in them, ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they which teſtify of me, and 
e will not come to me that ye might hore life, from 
whence I had to ſhew them the danger of truſt- 
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ing to information and knowledge, whether: by 


. 
» 


reading the . Scriptures, or hearing them preached, 


and neglecting to attend unto the inſpeaking voice 
of Chriſt immediately in the heart, which is the 


only ſure interpreter of the ſcriptures, leading thoſe 


who attend to his inſtfuQion in the ſure way to 


life eternal. Then parting with W. B. we went to 
Wiſbich, and Thornyfenn in Cambridgeſhire, and 


taking divers meetings in Lincolnſhire, we paſſed 


into the Eaſt-Riding of Yorkfhire, in which we had 
twenty four meetings, and taking eight in the 
county of Durham, we came to Shields in North. 


umberland, New-Caſtle, and Alnwick Abbey, and 
reached Kelſo in Scotland on the firſt of the feventh- 


month, 


%. 
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; month where we met Suſanna Fothergill on her 
urn home: We attended the morning and after- 
non meetings at Kelſo, on firſt day. Alas! Truth 
is here at a low ebb, and feeling'my mind not to 
be clear of friends in this place, I deſired to have 


a ſelect meeting with them, which Suſanna and her 
companion attended, and we had an opportunity of 
clearing ourſelves of friends there, who had much 
fallen from the ſimplicity of the pure Truth, into 
the modes, faſhions, and cuſtoms of the world, in 


+ their dreſs, language, and manners, and truth-own- 
ed our ſervice with a degree of its divine authors 


555 bleſſed be the Lord, the God of Truth! We 
then went to a meeting at the houſe of John Criſty, 
at Ormſton, to which many people came and be- 
haved quietly, and the doctrine of Truth opened 


; + # reely to them; from thence to-a meeting at 
dinburgh, in which I had a ſenſe that filence was 


beſt, apprehending the people had been too much 
fed with words; after ſometime one ſtood up, and 
ſpake of the excellence of reſignation in miniſters 


2 to ſpeak, or contentedly ko be filent; to be any- 


thing, or nothing, as the Lord was pleaſed to or- 
der; but a ſecret diſtreſſing fear attended my mind, 


' that he was not enough inwardly engaged to diſtin. 


uiſh the order and motion of the Spirit of Truth, 


| Fon the buſy imagination and will of the creature, 


unſubjeted to the Divine Spirit; and I found a 


concern to ſhew the nature of true reſignation, and 
the low humble quiet that attended the minds of mi- 


niſters, or hearers, who had come to the real know- 
ledge of it; the defire of ſuch was turned unto the 
Lord only for heavenly inſtruction, and an inward 
evidence of the life and motion of Truth; for want 
of which; true Goſpel miniſtry was ſometimes ob- 
ſtructed, and the reaſon of filence not fully under- 
ſtood ; after I fat down, the ſame perſon again ſtood 
55 and in a flow of words and a zealous tone, on 
> that 


** 


or ; JOHN CHURCHMAN, ag. ©” 
that weakneſs, or the want of experience, led peo 
ple to miſtake both their own and the condrtionot = 
others; as he appeared to me to be actuated ys 
confident; ranting ſpirtt, my mind was greatly . 
erciſed after the meeting; I remained at this plaee 
the two following days, being detained by rain 
weather, and attended the meeting in the morning 
of firſt day; at which I ſat ſilent; Hut the ſame per. 
ſon ſpake ſometime in words very encouraging tag 
the auditory, as if all was well with them, which 
tended to increaſe the exerciſe of my mind, haying 
a very different ſenſe of the ſtate of the meeting; 
I again attended their meeting in the afternoon, 
when the ſame perſon ſeemed as if he intended ſoon 
to ſtand up; but feeling the teſtimony of Truth 
ſtrong againſt that forward ranting; ſpirit, and the 
ſenſe: thereof being weighty upon me, I endeavoured 
to keep under it in patience, and ſoon the concern 
of that perſon. began to diminiſh, and he to be 
drowſy, after which I had a favourable open time 
to clear my mind, of the exerciſe that had been 
upon me. n 10: "BY" 
Next day we paſſed over the Frith about ſeven 
miles broad, landed at Kinghorn and rode to a town 
called Cowper, and the day following reached to 
the houſe of one who eſteemed himſelf a friend, 8. 
near Montroſs, where we endeavoured. to have a 9 
meeting, but he would not allow it, alledging, that 2 
it would do his people or ſervants no good, and 
as for himſelf, he thought he knew as much of the * 
Truth as we could inform him; and indeed he 
ſeemed ſo whole and ſelf righteous, I thought it 
would not avail to fay much to him. We were in- 2 
formed by a perſon who. accompanied us a few - WM 
miles, that this man, in his younger years, had a x 
publie teſtimony, to bear for the Truth, but had for 
a, long time left it off (as he worded it,) and now, 9 
his men ſervants muſt not approach him with their = 
1 29 ; ae Sc ha heads 4M 
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. heads covered; If the Light in you become darkneſt, 


eu great is that darkneſs. From hence we went 


to Ury, the ſeat of Robert Barclay, grandſon to 


the Apologiſt; but had no meeting until we came 
to the Old- Town, near a mile north of Aberdeen, 


which, was through the goodneſs of the Lord, ſome- 


what ſtrengthening; from thence went to John 


ing attended Killmuck meeting, and in the evening 


bn at Old-Meldrum, to which many people came, 
and, through Divine favour, theſe meetings were 


fatisfaQory; the next day we had a fele& meeting 
with friends, of whom there are ſeveral here, ten- 
der and valuable, and we parted in love; and go- 


ing to Kingſwells had a meeting there with Vick 


friends and others, truth/owning the ſervice, whic 


Was cauſe of humble rejoicing: Continuing at and 


near Aberdeen, we had a large meeting on firſt 
day at Robert Barclay's. Altho” the deſcendants 


and children of friends who were as bright ſtars in 
their day, may value themſelves on the worthineſs 


of their parents; yet if they do not love and ſerve 
the God of their Fathers with a perfect heart and 


un upright mind, he will will not own them with 


voury ſalt. — | 
We then ſet forward on our return towards Eng- 
land, taking two meetings in our way to Glaſgow, 
where, on firſt day, we had alſo two which were large, 


his heavenly preſence, but they will be as unfa- 


open and ſatisfactory, to which many tender inqui- 


ring people came, who behaved well, and in the 


evening of the ſame day, had another with tos 


called friends by themſelves, having a concern to 
lay before them the need they had to look to their 
ways and converſation, that they might be as lights 


andi good examples among the people in that place, 


who were ſeckers after the Truth, and not give 
hem occaſion of ſtumbling through an evil 54 5 
. | *" an 
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duct: Then paſſing to Carliſle” in Cumberland, 


Morehouſe, Scoby, Solport and Kirklington, in 
moſt of which meetings truth ſeemed to be profeſ- 
ſed, but too few had the life thereof in poſſeſſion, 
which occaſions hard dry meeetings. We rode to 
Cotnwood in Northumberland, and lodged at the 


Houſe of -a man who had been for ſeveral years of 


a diſorderly conduct, and much given to the exceſ- 
ſive uſe of ſtrong drink, until he had very much 
impaired his conſtitution, but it pleaſed the Lord to 
open his underſtanding, and make him acquainted 
with his bleſſed Truth, whereby he was made free 
from that evil, and received ſtrength to forſake his 
old companions; but his joining with friends was 2 
great grief to his wife; who informed me, that 
thro? prejudice for à time, ſhe' would rather he had 
continued his former courſe of living than to be- 
come a Quaker, untit obſerving the ſweetneſs of his 
temper and the recovery of his health in ſome 
degree; with a'folid and ſober conduct, ſhe was 
reached, and made to believe in the power by 


which he had known ſuch a victory, and joined 


herſelf in the ſame religious profeſſion; they ap- 
peared to be ſteady friends: I would to God, that 
all tipplers and drunkards would turn to that great 


prophet which is in Ifrael, that they might by him 


be cleanſed from that leproſy of ſin! We had a 
comfortable meeting the next day in his houſe, 
with his neighbours and ſome friends; and on firſt 
day were at Allondale meeting, where are ſome 
ſolid friends, tho* others much tainted with a ſpirit 
of Ranteriſm, which is a confident, ſelf righteofls 
ſpirit and very hard to be won upon: After having 
a mecting at Aldſtinmoor, we paſſed to the meet- 
ings at Penrith in Cumberland, Terril, and Strick- 
land which is in a corner of Weſtmoreland; it was 
with ſome difficulty we had the meeting at Terril, 
à man of that place ging, he thought it needleſs, 
N | op 
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"ox. queſtioned whether it would be to advantage, 


as moll of their members had been at Penrith mect- 
ing; but after the meeting he defired, that I would 
not take it haxd of him for endeavouring to diſcou- 
rage me, ownipg that he was miſtaken; whereupon 
IJ eaxtjoneg him to he more careful in future, how 


be diſcouraged. ſuch. who had come fo many thou- 


ſand miles to viſit them, Having pee fy at divers 
places in the week following, L travelled in great 
pain, and, anguiſh, of mind, from a ſenſe: of the pre- 
valence. of a, dark, deiſhical ſpirit over many of the 
profeflors of truth, of which concern the Lord was 


R 0 LF 4 me ſtrength and underſtanding to 


| both in public and private; there is 
3 power but his, that can enable his ſervants to 
do his work, and is over-all the powers of ſatan. 
On the next firſt day we were at Holme meeting; 
in the forengon I fat ſilent, one of the ſtock of the 


old Ranters was there and very troubleſome, accuſ- 
ing many, friends, no. doubt falſely, and in the af- 
ternoon meeting I had not much to ſay, believing 
that old ranting ſpirit is rather fed with words and 


and. delights, in contention, but found it my place 


to exhort friends to retixe, deeply, inward in all their 


meetings, humbly waiting to be admitted into the 
heavenly preſence, to. know their place ot feeding 


to be out of the reach of ſuch ranting ſpirits; for 


if they. ſuffered. their own. ſpirits. to riſe or reſent 
their ill uſage, the meeting would be the more dif- 
quieted. Our next meetings were at Allonby and 
Broughton, from whence 1 went home with our 


Ficnd Chriſtopher Wilſon to his houſe at Grayſo- 


then, and the next day attended the burial of a 
young. man at Pardſay Hall; and the day following 
the burial, of a young woman at the fame place, 


both of Which meetings were very large and folid, 


and I hope thro? diyine goodneſs profitable to ma- 


at 
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at two meetings at Whitehaven, in doth Which 1 
had ſome ſervice under the influence and owni 
of truth: We put wp our horſes at a friend's Woufe 
who had been uſed to lodge public friends, but I 
was not free to tarry there, being burthened with 
his conduct in the manner of his entertainment, 
which was even to fuperfluſty and grandeùr, no 
way becoming the fimphieity of truth; ſo after 
ſhewing my diſlike therewith J went tö the houſe 
of John Harris at Highfield, his wife being with 
as, and reſted there a day, the weather being ex- 
ceeding rainy; then going to the meetings at Coc- 
kermouth, Iſel, and Grayſothen, we returned to 
Cockermouth and had a meeting with friends by 
themſelves, that is, without giving public fletice, 
which was thro' Divine favour to good Iatisfaction; 
reſting another day with our friend John Harris, 
we went to meetings at Pardſay Hall, and at Keſ- 
wick, at which laſt T was concerned to exhort the 
few friends there to keep up their week day meet. 
ing, having a fear they were very flack on that 
account; we lodged at an Inn, where we had the 
company of ſome of thoſe friends, and in particu 
lar one who was a pubhe friend; ſome of them 
ſaid, if he would attend the week day meeting, 
they beheved the reſt of them would; which gave 
me occaſion to obſerve to him, that he did not ex- 
ample well, and ought to be more careful, as he 
had a public teſtimony te bear for Truth; he re- 
plied, that he was obliged to be induſtrious to ſup- 
port his family; but at laſt confeſſed, that, “ He 
did not like to ſit with ſo few friends, for none elſe 
would coine on a week day, and it was very dull 
and poor fitting, and he Hked to fit in meetings 
where there were many -/afſembled; för then he had 
ſomething to ſay, fo life did ariſe and all were coms-... 
forted and edifiedz” by which it appeared tat he 
had greater ſatisfackion in preaching chan 9 3 
5 nent 
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filent waiting to experience the worſtip which is 
performed in Spirit and Truth, to edification and 
comfort; I told him that I feared he was too much 
2 ſtranger to pure religion and the nature of divine 
worſhip. | \ 
From thence we went to Hawkſhead, in Lanca- 
ſhire, and had an evening meeting there in a friend's 
houſe, -and next day were at the Hight meeting, 
and then at Swarthmoor where George Fox former. 
ly lived, tho” it had been famous for the proſperity 
of T ah. it is now at a low ſtate there: We then 
went to Kendal in Weſtmoreland, where we attend- 
ed their two meetings on the firſt day of the week, 
and after taking ſome other meetings in the neigh- | 
bourhood, returned to that town, in and about 
which we tarried ſeyeral days, and viſited more 
than twenty families and attended ten public meet- 
ings, many of which opportunities were made pre- 
cious tarough the goodneſs and great condeſcention 
of our Lord and Saviour; and in the ſchool of our 
friend Thomas Rebanks I had an extraordinary 
meeting; where many young folks not of our ſoci- 
ety were reached by the power of Truth, which 
Was comfortably over all, praiſed be the Lord tor 
ever. In the courſe of our viſiting families here, 
during our filent ſitting in one of them, my mind 
was much taken up in thinking of a watch, and 
the ſeveral wheels and moyements thereof, until I 
was grieved at ſuch. trifling thoughts, as I eſteemed 
them, when ſuddenly there appeared ſomething in- 
ſtructive therein, and 1 had a freedom to ſay, the 
ſeveral parts thereof ſeemed to repreſent the excel- 
lent inward faculties and gifts beſtowed on man, 
and that tho' the wheels, &c. of a watch were trul 
made, and placed in their proper order, there mult 
be a main ſpring to give them motion, ſo the gifts 
and faculties of men muſt have their main ſpring 


and cauſe of motion to every good work, a zeal as 
3 8 
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the honour of the Lord their creator, and a fervent 
holy deſire to anſwer the end of their creation; and 
as there is a regulating ſpring to a watch, ſo allo 


there ſhould. be the true knowledge of God and of 
themſelves. experienced in his light, to preſerve 


from going too faſt, knowing by his heavenly in- 
ſtruction, that no wiſdom, zeal, ſtrength, or abili-. 
ty, will enable to do the Lord's work to his honour 
and the good of man, but that which God giveth; 
and in order that a watch may anſwer the end in- 
tended by its maker, there is a viſible face and 
hands to diſcover the inward motion, thereby ſnew- 


ing time; ſo it is needful that a man ſhould be a co- 


worker with the ſpirit and gift of grace in his in- 
ward part, that others beholding the light thereof 
might be taught to glorify God, and in his light 
ſo to number his days and walk in his fear, as 
to die in his ſavour: As a zeal for the cauſe of 
truth and a fear of falling ſhort of duty, may at 
times prompt man to ruſh on too faſt, it is needful 
that he ſhould wait in humble reverence to feel the 
love of God, and the influence of that knowledge 


and wiſdom which is from above, and experienced 
by thoſe who are ſpiritual, that the end of all their 


labour may be in the ſpirit of meekneſs to reſtore 
thoſe who are overtaken in error, and that men ma 

ever dwell in that which gives ability to labour 
with ſucceſs in the church of Chriſt, it is needful 
that their minds ſhould be incloſed in the boſom of 
Truth, in humble retirement, to be preſerved from 
the various tumults, cumbers, cares and temptati- 


ons of the world, which would otherwiſe clog their 


minds and deprive them of their true ſpiritual ſenſe 
and motion, and ſo in a watch it is needful tliat 
all the inward parts, which are ſo curious, ſhould 
be incloſed from damps, yapours, motes and duſt, 
otherwiſe it would thereby be deprived of its moti- 
on and hecome uſeleſs for keeping time, . 
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My intent in this relation is to: ſhew the infinite 
condeſcention of him whoſe mercy is over all his 
works, to inſtruct the children of men, each as it 
were, in his own tongue, or language ſuitable 
to his underſtanding; the man being by trade a 
watchmaker, and ſeemed to be tenderly reached, 
and we parted in a degree of ſweetneſs; it was the 
Lord's doing and matvellous to me, praiſed be his 
holy name for ever! | 
Being clear of Kendal, we took leave of friends 
min much affection and went to a general meeting at 
Brigflatts in Yorkſhire, and to viſit our friend Alice 
Alderſon, who had been on a religious viſit in our 
country with Margaret Cowpland, whom we had 
before | ſeen at Kendal where ſhe lives. Alice was 
glad to fee us, and we found her tender in ſpirit 
and ſtrong in her love to friends; after attending 
meetings at Ravonſtonedale and Griſedale, we rode 
to our friend John Burton's, who with his compa- 
nion William Backhouſe, had alſo been in our coun. 
try on a religious viſit; we rejoiced to ſee him and 
were comforted by his grave converſation and con- 
duct: We then went to a meeting at Dent, which. 
=. was large and favoured by the overſhadowing of 
Truth in a good degree, in the loving kindneſs of 
our Lord who is worthy of all praife for ever! Then 
taking ſeveral meetings in Lancaſhire and tarrying 
two days with our friend William Backhouſe, which 
Was an acceptable reſt to us, the weather being ve- 
| ry cold, the ways bad and we weary, we came to 
Lancaſter, and had an opportunity of viſiting our 
| friend Lydia Lancaſter, who ſeveral years paſt had 
viſited our country; her faculties of mind and love 
to friends appeared freſh and ſtrong; from thence 
attending divers other meetings in that county, we 
went to our friend Samuel Fothergill's at Warring- 
ton, where we continued from the ſecond to the 
fourteenth of the firſt month (New-ſtile) 1752, = 
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and Suſanna his wife being tender and kindly affee- 
tionate, we: were refreſhed in their company; hav- 
ing ſeveral meetings in that town and at Penketh, 
ſome whereof were made precious by the ownings 
of Truth. After many other meetings in this coun» 
ty and Yorkſhire, we reached Richmond and had a 
meeting with friends there, and next morning ſet 
forward with @ guide for Maſham, in order to at- 
tend a meeting there, of which friends had previ- 
ous notice, the diſtance was near ſixteen miles, the 
days ſnort, and roads deep and miry; after we had 
rode five or fix miles, I deſired our guide to mend 
his pace, fearing we ſhould be late; a little further 
we came to a place where the roads parted, and he 
taking the left hand I became uneaſy, and aſked 
him if he perfectly knew the way; he ſaid, he 
thought he did, Elet him know my being in doubt 
about it, and deſired him to mquire of 'a man ve 
ſaw in a field at ſome diſtance; but he rode on yet 
faſter; when 1 told him that I was perſwaded we 
had almoſt turned our backs on the way we ſhould 
go, at which he ſmiled; when we had gone about 
a mile, ſeeing a man by the way fide at work, T 
aſked him if that was the way to Maſham, he re- 
plied, nay, for you have left it and müſt go back 
unleſs your horſes can leap over ditches very well, 
you may then fave a mile, and pointing over à field 
ſthewed us a moor, on the other ſide whereof our 
right road was; our guide ſet forward, we followed 
with ſome difficulty over the ditches, and he rode 
on a gallop and ſoon left us; my mind inclined me 
to vary from his courſe and eſpying a gate, called to 
him, pointing to it and proceeded thither, on which 
he turned and came up, but faid he believed we. 
were wrong; I let him know that my mind was 
caſy to go that way, and in a while we came into a 
road at a public houſe,” which he knew to be right, ſo 
we jult reached the meating in time, which through - 
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Divine favour was profitable and edifying. I men- 
tion this paſſage with no other view than to encou- 
rage friends to be inward in their minds, and to 
regard the ſecret ſenſe which the pure Spirit of 
Truth ſometimes gives on particular dccaſions, for 
Want of an inward ſtillneſs and attention thereunto, 
the way is often miſſed in more reſpects than one. 
At Maſham we lodged at the houſe of John Kel- 
den, who related to me ſomething that paſſed be- 
tween a Knight of the Shire and one * his Tenants, 
a member of our * ſociety, in manner 
following; ui. 

Landlord. So john, you are buly? | 

 Tenaiit: Ves, my Landlord vet to ſec bis Ten- 
ants buſy. | 

. But john where was you that you was 
ot at your quarterly-meeting at York the other 

day, I ſaw molt of your ſtanch rann en dar 
you L miſſed? * 

Ten Why thou knoweſt [ have 4 curious land 
lord who loves to ſee his Tenants: thrive and pay 
their rent duly, and 1 had good deat in hand that 

kept me at home. 4874 

© Landl* Kept you at home! You, will neither 
thrive. nor pay the better for neglecting your duty, 

hn. © 

Ten- Then I perceive my Landlord was: -at quar- 

| terly-mecting, how didſt thou like it? 
| Landl“. Like it! I was at one mecting and * 
_—_ what made. my heart ach. | 
| Ten What was that? 
1 Landl: Why the dreſs of your young folks, the 
I men with their wigs, and young women with their 
ol | finery, in imitation of faſhions; and I thought I 
VvVvVould try another meeting, ſo next day I went 
| 2 oy by 9h Is * 188 1 agatn, m 
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again, and then I concluded there was little differ. 
ence but the bare name, between us whom you, 
call the world's people, and ſome of you; for you 
are imitating of us in the love and faſhions of he 
world as fait as you can; fo that I ſaid in my heart, 
theſe people do want a Fox, a Penn, and a Barclay ' 
among them, and ſo turned from his Tenant. 

I thought it would be a pity that the true and 
ſolid remark of this great man. ſhould be loſt; 
underſtanding that it was rather expreſſed in pity: 
than 'derifion. © , _ INE PN, 8 

From Maſham we, proceeded to viſit many other 
meetings in this county, in the courſe whereof we 
called to ſee good old John Richardſon, who was 
ſtrong in ſpirit tho? . feeble in body, and neu 
blind through age, being about eighty ſeven; an 
finding a draught to viſit friends once more at Scar- 


borough, we were there on firſt day the fifteenth - 


of the third month, and had peace in my own 
mind, having done what I thought was my duty; 


but from a ſenſe of the prevalence of pride, Which _ 
had occaſioned a great poverty as to true religion 


among the profeſſors of truth in that place, left. 
them with an aching heart, and went on our jour- 
ney in order to attend the quarterly-meeting at 
Vork, taking meetings in our way at Pickering, 
Thornton in the Clay, and Huby. The ſeveral _ 
ſittings of this quarterly meeting were in the main 
ſatis factory, but not having time fully to clear my- 
ſelf, did not leave York quite eaſy; after which, 
having meetings at Clifforth, Leeds, Gilderſham, 
Bradford, Rawden, Aſquith, Fairfield, Keighley, 
'Skipton and Lotherſdale, we rode to Settle, and then 
to attend the quarterly meeting at Lancaſter, which 
began on the fifth day of the week with a meeting 
of miniſters and elders, and was comfortable; next 
day was the meeting for- public worſhip and the 
diſciplme, wherein we were made to rejoice toge- 
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ther and praiſe the name of the Lord who is wor- 


thy for ever, went home with our friend Wu. Back- 
houſe, and ſo to Kendal quarterly-meeting, which 


was ſatisfactory and very large; then ſet out for 
the quarterly- meeting for Cumberland, held at Car- 
liſle, which began with a meeting of miniſters and 
elders, next gay were held two public meetings, 


and the day fo owing a meeting for the diſcipline, 
which ended in the afternoon with another for wor- 
ſhip; and going home with Chriſtopher Willſon, 
we were at a good meeting at Pardſay Hall on firſt 


da 
u mind had been for ſometime drawn towards 


Ireland, and being deſirous to loſe no time, we 
went to Whitebaven, ſeveral veſſels being there 


nearly laden with coals for Dublin; but on viewing 
the ſhips accompanied by. ſeveral friends from Gray- 
ſothen, I had no freedom to take a paſſage in either 
of them, at which I was much ſtraitened, and in- 
wardly turning my mind, Ireland was hid from my 
view, and going to the houle of a friend we fat a 


While ſtill, and I had freedom to let friends know 


that I had no proſpect but the veſſels might go their 


voyage with ſafety, and did not decline a paſſage 


onthat account; but feeling a full ſtop. in my mind, 


had no freedom to proceed any where at preſent, 


ſave to return with our friends John and Hannah 
Harris to Highfield; we therefore returned with 
them, and attended Pardſay Hall monthly- meeting, 
where I had freedom to propoſe that friends would 
enter on the ſervice of viſiting families; they i in- 
formed me that ſome years before they had nomi- 


.nated friends for that ſervice, but meeting with 


ſome diſcouragement they had not performed it, 
and being about to turn over the book to ſee who 


were then appointed, conſidering it was a long time 


ſince, they concluded it was better to proceed to a 


new choice, but ſeemed at a ſtand about naming 


friends 
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friends then; I had a ſingular freedom to let them 

| know, that altho' I was a ſtranger, I could point 
out ſome who I believed would anſwer the ſervice if 
they would ſubmit to it: After a ſolid pauſe, a friend 
laid, as our friend has the matter before him am 
free that he ſhould chooſe for us; to which Ire= © + 
plied, that being a ſtranger to their members, one 
might' be choſen who was under ſome impediment, 
and therefore it would be ſafer for the meeting to 
chooſe; but perceiving they were at a loſs, I point- 
ed out a few friends in great fear, with a fingle eye 
to the ſenſe which I did believe truth gave me, and 
the clerk took their names; a friend ſaid he believed 
it was the truth which had made the chocie; I then 
mentioned, that if they could ſoon enter upon 
the fervice, I found a freedom to accompany them 
therein, if friends had unity therewith, which ſeve- 
ral expreſſed, ſome women friends being alſo named 
by their meeting to join in it; before the ſervice 
was much proceeded in, à heavy concern eame 
upon me from a ſecret ſenſe J had, that one of them 
was under the cenſure of ſome,” by which I feared 3 
her ſervice would be laid waſte, unleſs it could be ". 
removed, and altho* I had no intimation. of any 2 
thing of the kind from any perſon, I became hea- 
vily exerciſed, and at length requeſted a friend to 
invite the man and his wife to dine with him, who 
I apprehended were uneafy with the woman, and _} 
I defired her and her huſband to come to the fame 2 
houſe in the afternoon, who accordingly came, thus 
the parties being met unexpectedly to each other, 
I was humbled under the. weight attending my 
mind, and no others being preſent except the friend 
and his wife at whoſe houſe we were, I ventured © 
to let them know the exerciſe I had been under 
ſome days, from an apprehenſion of a difference, 
or prejudice ſubſiſting between them, which it not 
removed would devour like fire, by which ; ey 
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lieved they were, already much affected, but as l 
had not received information, more or leſe, I might 
be miſtaken, and did not deſire they ſhould ſay any 
thing on the ſubject before me, but honeſtly confer 
on it between themſelves firſt, and if it was ſo, re- 
move the cauſe, and if nothing was amiſs then to 
let me know, that, I might be warned to be more 
cautious in future; upon which J left them, and 
walked by myſelf about an hour, hen the man of 


the houſe called me in, and they told me, that J 


* 


was not miſtaken, for that there had been an hard- 
_ © neſs ſubſiſting for ſometime, which they. 2 . 


now done away; but when in the courſe of 
viſit, we came to the houſe of the friends Who bad 
been uneaſy, I felt it as freſh as before, and told 


1 them I did belere they were not eaſy that the friend 


ſhould go on in the ſervice; to which one of them 


| anſwered, | if ſhe judges herſelf to he clear and 


others are eaſy, I have no objection; whereupon I 
aſked what others were meant; the man replied, 
her. huſband and relations; and as the matter reſted 
upon me, it appeared that endeavours ought to be 
uſed for reconciliation before we could with ſatis- 
faction proceed on our viſit, and believing that the 
Lord had ſecretly engag ged me, I hoped he would 
accompany and bleſs the labour for the reſtoration 
of peace, which in a few days he was pleaſed to 
accompliſh, and then we proceeded more cheerful. 
ly, and I think I may ſay that the Lord was with 
us, to the praiſe of his great eternal name, who 1 is 
orthy for ever. | 
Me viſited the families of Sa in Whitchaven; 
Beaunlittn, Cockermouth, Pardſay Hall, Eagleſ. 
feld and Grayſothen, and others remote, and had 
feveral profitable public meetings in thoſe towns and 
places adjacent; having ſpent about ſeven weeks 
within the verge af Pardſay Hall monthly meeting 
nd findii my mind clear, we went to Whitehaven 
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and took - paſſage, in the ſhip Globe, James Graſon 
maſter for Ireland on the eighth of the ſiæth month 
(17 f,) N. 8. and parting with our dear friends in 
much love, ſet fail about the fifth hour in the even- 
ing, and landed at Dublin on the eleventh of the 1 
ſame month, and were kindly received at the houſe 
of Samuel Judd; as I was going to which, this 
ſecret hint was preſented to my mind, .+* Ou —— . 
ed, and be not ſuddenly acquainted with any 
After dinner our. kind landlord ſaid, I ri not — 
in that I have not informed friends of your arrival, 

they will blame me; I anſwered, let us firſt know - 
that we are here, we have juſt come from ſea and 
are weary; for we had a troubleſome paſſage by con- 
trary winds and heavy rains, John Pemberton my 
companion having been very ſea ſick, and myſelf a 
„little ſoz the next day we attended Sycamore Alley 
meeting, where we had the company of Suſanna”. 
Hatton, who had been in America with Rutk 
Courtney; we were at eight meetings in Dublin, al- 
ſo at a monthly- meeting, and a quarterly - meeting for 
their young: people, in which I was deeply concern 
ed under conſideration of the prevalence of pride 
and the world's faſhions, which was deelared to them 
in the love of truth, and the Lord was pleaſed to 
favour ſeveral of the meetings by his heavenly: pre- 
lence, to the praiſe of his holy name. : 
Leaving this city we went towards the North; at 
Drogheda there is a meeting houſe belonging to 
friends, but they are there ſo declined we could 
not have a meeting to ſatisfaction, we therefore 
went on to a meeting with a few friends at Rathfre- 
land in the county of Down, then to Monallen, 
where the meeting was comfortable, and on. firſt 
day had two meetings at Lurgan in the county of 
Armagh, at which place pride and a worldly ſpirit 
much prevails; then taking meetings at Newton, 


Wen, Hillſborough, and Ballinderry i in the oxy 5 


** } 


, : : 


of Truth ſeems much loſt by the few. profeſſors 
there; we then paſſed on to the Grange meeting, 
hich was very dull, through the prevalence of a 
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of "Antrim, the laſt of which was a large good 


meeting; we had one at Antrim, where the favour 


worldly dark fpirit, and from thence to a meeting 


at Ballynacre and ſo to Colerain, where we had'a 


fatisfactory opportunity with ſome of the 'town's 
pope who came to the meeting out of curioſity; 
ut I felt no freedom to expreſs the ſenſe P had of 


_ the ſtate of friends then, and as the meeting broke 


up I ſept to a young woman, a friend, who lived 


near the meeting houſe, and deſired her to ſtep for- 
ward and turn the few friends in there, as ſhe knew 


them, and let the others go by, which ſhe readily 


performed; when we were all ſet down round the 


room, it ſoon felt to me that if Þ delivered my con- 


ceetrn in general terms, the intended end would not 


be anſwered, being in pain for their good, and 
eloſe matters ſpoken might be taken by ſuch to 
whom they leaſt belonged, and being greatly hum- 


bled, I was deſirous to be rightly inſtructed, (not 


knowing their names) to ſpeak to them ſeparately; 
the Lord who never fails thoſe who humbly truſt in 
him, ſhewed me where and with whom to begin, 
and ſo to the next, and mine eye being fixed on the 
perſon to whom I directed my ſpeech, each knew 
what was delivered to them in particular, and I 
hope the opportunity was beneficial; for I had great 
peace: When the friends were gone I aſked the 
young woman, who ſeemed in ſome ſurprize, what 
ailed her, ſhe ſaid that ſeveral were very exactly 


told their condition, and feared they would judge 


her for an informer; I told her ſhe need not matter 


that, as ſhe knew herſelf to be innocent. 1 menti- 


on this occurrence as a remarkable kindneſs from 
the merciful Lord to the children of men, for their 


help and inſtruction, and that his ſervants may be 


encou- 
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encouraged to wait upon him for inſtruction to diſ- 
charge their duty, as faithful ſtewards in his fight, ©. 
who knows the ſecrets of all hearts, and taught 
his ſervant in old time to know the wife of Jero- 
boam, tho' ſhe feigned herſelf, to be another wo- 
man. Bleſſed, and magnified be his holy name 

who is over all worthy for ever and ever! _ 
Then taking meetings at Toberhead, Charle- 
mont, and Ballyhagan, we attended the men's 
meeting at Lurgan, having a great deſire to fit with 
friends there in the management of their diſcipline, 
which was adjourned to this time at my requeſt; it 
began with a meeting for worſhip, men and women 
being generally together, at the concluſion of 
which, the men went into the room where the 
meeting for buſineſs was uſually held, when after 
ſitting ſometime in ſilence, a leading friend ſaid, 
“ This is only an adjoprned meeting, and bid the 
clerk enter it and they might adjourn to the uſual 
time to do their bußineſs, when it would be more 
ſelect; and the meeting fitting a while without 
proceeding any way, I aſked them what was meant 
by the words, more ſelec, and further ſaid, if an 
perſons were preſent that had not a right to fit there, 
they ſhould withdraw, they knew their own mem- 
bers; if they meant the friend who came with us, 
he was a neighbouring friend and an elder; and as 


for myſelf, I eſteemed myſelf a proper member of | 


their meeting, as I came to viſit them with the con- 
currence of my brethren at home, and had certifi- 
cates from them, wherein I was recommended to 
friends in Europe and elſe where, and if I did any 
thing among them worthy of cenſure, I ſhould ſub- 
mit to their dealing, and therefore deſired them to 
go on with their buſineſs, for I had come thither 
with a concern to ſee how the affairs of the church 
went on; ſo without more debate or much reply 
they proceeded, and to my ſurprize, things of * 

| Order 
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order had lain ſeveral years without proper dealing 
nh various offenders, ſuch as drinkers of healths, 

ſiome that had been at cockfightings and races, and 
one or more marriages out of the order of truth; 
which gave me an opportunity to clear myſelf fully 
of the concern that had for, ſome days lain with 
weight on my mind, which I believe was accepta- 
ble to ſome ſecretly pained friends, however con- 
trary to ſome, others; ſo that I left the place with a 
peaceful mind, and thanktul to the Lord who had 
given me an innocent boldneſs to affert my right. 
of memberſhip; for I believe if we had not been 
there, the meeting would have been thought ſelect. 
We then went to Ulſter Province-meeting at Bal- 
lyhagan wich held two days, the elders and other 
concerned friends here inquire into the ſtate of 
_- things among their members in tlie province, and 
it was in the main a ſatisfactory meeting; from 
hence we went Southward, taking meetings at 
Caſtleſhane, Coothill, Ballytfais, and Old Caſtle, 
and to Ballymurry in Connaught, having a meeting 
in a barn at Gailey with a few friends, it being the 
only one kept up in that provice, except at Athlone, 
which we likewife attended, and came to James 
Clibborn's at the Moat of Granoge, where we alſo 
Had a meeting; altho' I had travelled every day 
for more than a week with a fever on me and had 
eaten little, occaſioned as I thought by a cold taken 
by laying in damp beds, and was now very unwell, 
but fat the firſt day meeting; next day my ilInefs 
became very violent, ſo that friends thought I ſhould 
lay my body there, and ſent for an apothecary who 
let me blood, which ſomewhat allayed the fever 
and I fell into a fleep, when I began to bleed again, 
- which brought me very weak, that I was awakened 
at midnight with great drops of ſweat on my face, 
and ſickneſs; and calling my companion who watch- 
ed with me, we found that I had bled much, the 
2 | orifice 
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orifice in my arm being very large and not carefully 
bound up; my kind landlord: and his wife being 
anxious about me, had prevailed with the apothecary 
to lodge in the houſe, who being called to me, on 
his coming I deſired him to peel a bladder and ap- 
ply a thin piece of it about as broad as a half- penny 
on the wound; be aſked for what; I told him he 
would ſee, and when it was applied 1; requeſted him 
to hold his finger on the piece over the orifice fo as 
to {top the blood, until the plaiſter dried and (ſtuck, 
which it ſoon did and it bled no more; he ſaid that 
be had not ſeen the like. I mention this for the 
ſake of others, for the bladder {ticks as the blood 
under it dries, and will ſtop the bleeding of almoſt 
any wound. Next morning à graduate phyſician, 
of the town came to viſit me, and feeling my pulſe, 
I aſked him what he thought of me? He making 
no anſwer; I ſaid be not atraid to tell me; for Lam. 
not afraid to hear; he replied; “that is happy for 
you, by which I ſuppoſed he thought I ſhould not 
recover; he viewed my ſpittle and ſaid I was in a 
deep conlumption, and propoſed my taking a vo- 
mit; I told him that I had not taken one many 
years, beſides as he judged my lungs were inflam- 
ed, a moderate purge was better; at which he re- 
plied with an air of banter, “you are an odd pati- 
ent, come, you ſhall be phyſician and I will be aps- 
thecary;“ I took him at his word and he fent me a 
purge , which gave me ſome. relief; he viſited me 
daily for a week, and could hardly believe 1 ſhould 
recover, tho” I told him I believed that I ſhould, 
he. ſtill judged my cough to be conſumptive; and 
at length told me, if I did recover to go home as 
foon as I could, for that the Lord was more merci- 
ful than to require ſuch an one as I was to travel 
as 1 did, and that I had already acted as a madman 
to travel ſo long time with that fever before 1 lay 
by; I aſked him, if he was maſter of a veſſel at ſea 
"=: Wy OY which 
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which had ſprang a leak that could not be ſtopped, 

what he would do? he replied, endeavour to make 

to the next port for a dry dock to unlade and ſearch 
out the leak; why doctor ſaid I, this is juſt my caſe, 

1 ſaw no place to lay by until I came hither, at 
which he laughed, and withed me well; I think 1 

never was reduced to ſo weak a ſtate in ſo ſhort a 
time, which might be occafioned by my great loſs 
* of blood; but the Lord was pteafed to heal me, 
1 that I gathered ſtrength to admiration, and on firſt 
1 day fat the meeting, which was comfortable, and 
continuing to recover tho? not fit to travel, I tarried 
until fourth day and attended their monthly meet- 
ing, and underſtanding they had been endeavour- 
ing to viſit families, but were backward in begin- 
ning, 1 told friends that I had a freedom to accom- 
- pany them in the work for a few days for their en- 
couragement, and we accordingly went with them 
to a few places to good ſatisfaction, and friends 
received ſtrength to go on with the ſervice. Then 
taking an affectionate leave of our kind landlord 
James Clibborn, and his wife who is grand-daughter 
to Robert Barclay the apologiſt, we went to meet- 
ings at Birr, Kilconnermoor, Caſhell, Killcommon, 
Clonſmell, Vougball, and ſo to Cork on the firſt 
day of the week, where we alſo attended the men's 
meeting for diſcipline, and viſited the women's 
. 8 which were both to ſome good ſatisfac- 
tion; then going to Bandon, we returned to an 
appointed meeting at Cork for parents and their 
children, and having ſtrength given me to clear 
myſelf, it was, I hope profitable to many, being a 
large meeting; we then went to Malo, and had a 
ſeaſonable opportunity with a family of friends, 
thence to the Province- meeting for Munſter held at 
"Limerick, the public and ſelect fittings of which 
and for the diſcipline ended comfortably; and after 
attending the week day meeting, we went to a 
e | meeting 
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meeting at Roſs, and returned to Limerick, and 
being unwell with a cold we tarried their meetings 
on firſt day, which were large and ſatisfactory, 1 
and in the evening had one with a ſick. friendz 
being clear, and taking three meetings in our 
way, we proceeded to Leinſter. Province- meeting at 
Mountmelick, which began on the ſixth day of the 
week with a meeting of miniſters, the next day fot 
worſhip and the diſcipline, and on firſt day morn- 
ing was a large and precious meeting, in the after- 4 
noon the town's people tame in and it was a good y 
ſatisfactory meeting, tho* not ſo large, friends be- N 
ing moſtly gone home. We had a meeting next 
day at Tullamoor, and returning to Mountmehic 
had a ſatisfactory one with the children in the ſchool 
of James Gough; after the week day meeting in 
this town we went to Ballacarrol, Ballanakel ana "FD 
Cooperhill, having a meeting at each; then to 
Catherlough monthly meeting on firſt day, and 7 
the next day to, Athy, then to Ballitore which was 
through Divine Goodneſs attending, mage profita- 
ble, and we had alſo a ſatisfactory meeting with the 
\ Ffcholars in Abraham Shackleton's ſchool; after a 
meeting at Newton we went to. Samuel Watfon's at 
Killconner, whoſe wife (late Abigail Bowles) had 
been on a religious. viſit in America ſeveral years 
paſt, ſhe was now near her end, but ſenſible and in 
a good frame of ſpirit, and greatly rejoiced to ſee 
us, and we. were. mutually. comforted in a ſeaſe of 
the Lord's preſence, for Which his holy name was 
raiſed; alter a meeting here and another at Cather- 
lough we went to. Waterford, and fat with friends. 
in their morning, afternoon, and evening meetings 
on the firſt day, in all which having cleared my- 
ſelf honeſtly, my ſpirit mourned under a ſenſe of 
formality among the people, and a deadneſs to the 
pure inward life of religion; then taking meetings 
at Roſs, Lambſtown, Wexford, * 
| aſtle- 
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Caſtleſaw, Cooladine, and ſeveral other places we 
eame to Wicklow, at which meeting many ſoldiers 
attended who behaved well, and truth owned the 
ſervice in a good degree. I have obſerved where the 
ſoldiers came into our meetings, they were an awe 
to the rabble and looſe people, who are ſometimes 
apt to be rude; from hence we went to Dublin in 
order to attend the national half-years-meeting, and 
were kindly received by our old landlord Samuel 
Judd and his family. 

Leinſter Province- meeting began on ſecond day 
ths ſixth of the eleventh month, both for worſhip 
and diſcipline, and on third day the national meet- 
ing, which held four days; the ſeveral ſittings there- 
of being in general attended with a ſenſe of Divine 
Goodneſs, and the teſtimony of Truth ran ſtrong 
againit hypocriſy, covetouſneſs, libertiniſm, and 


pride among the profeſſors thereof; but in a conſo- 


lacory ſtream to the humble and contrite children 


of the family, in a thankful ſenſe whereof the 


name of the Lord was praiſed, who is worthy for 
ever and ever: We tarried a few days longer with 
friends in Dublin, and then went to meetings at 
Baltiboys, Timahoe, Rathangan, and Edenderry, 
and a religious fitting in John Pim's family at 
Nurney, then returning to Edenderry attended 
their monthly-meeting, where having a concern to 
viſit ſome families of friends, we went to moſt of 
them in that town and to the houſe of a widow in 
the country, where we had a good opportunity with 
her and her children; I aſked the friend who ac- 
companied us, whether there was any other friend's 
houſe to which we had not been; he faid he thought 
not; but my mind had a draught to ſome houſe and 
I pointed toward it, he then ſaid he believed he knew 
where; ſo we went to the place, and the family 
being called together, I inquired whether there was 
not another belonging to the houſe, 'and was told 


* 


or JOHN CHURCHMAN. nag 
there was; as ſoon as he came, I knew it was the 
fomething I had to expreſs reached and tendered 
him very much, he being exceeding wild and faſhi- 
onable and did not love to attend religious meet- 
ings, but truth now reached him; on the firſt day 
following I ſaw him at Edenderry meeting, where 
the viſitation ſeemed to be renewed to him; I af- 
terwards heard that he continued to be ſober and 
thoughtful, and I was thankful to the Lord that he 
was pleaſed to condeſcend in mercy to gather the out- 
caſt of Ifrael. Being clear of this place, I returned 
to Dublin, and having a concern on my mind to 
viſit the families of ſome who made profeſſion 
of truth but were diſorderly in their conduct, we 
began that ſervice, being accompanied by ſeveral _ 
friends, and the Lord was pleaſed to own the work. 
During our ſtay we were careful to attend all the 
meetings in this city for worſhip and diſcipline, one 
of which was a quarterly-meeting for the youth, 
in which many were tendered by the love of God, 
_ through, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. We vi- 
ſited about ſixty families, in moſt whereof the Lord 
was pleaſed to favour with authority to ſet the teſti- 
mony of truth over the heads of the corrupt, dif- 
. orderly profeſſors, and to influence with under- 
ſtanding to divide the word and counſel of truth to 
the different ſtates of thoſe we viſited; in an hum- 
ble ſenſe whereot, let my ſoul obey and adore him 
who is alone worthy for ever! EL, 
As I apprehended the women's meeting to be 


man whom my mind was concerned to viſit, and 
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men's meeting in order for their encouragement 
and practice in the wildom of Truth, and it was 
after wards ſent to the women's Aang through- 
out the nation. 

The veſſel in which we came to Ireland being 
ready to fail, and the maſter deſirous of our com- 
pany. to return with him, I felt ſo clear and eaſy 
that I intended to go; but when he ſent us word 
to come on board, I was more inclined"to ſtay that 
day, and went to meeting, being firſt day, and he 
failed; but meeting with contrary 1 winds and dark 
weather, was obliged to put back into Dublin har- 
bour after about a week's fatigue; my being with- 
held from embarking, I thought was a remarka- 
ble kindneſs and favour from my great and good 
Maſter; praiſed be his name! we had afterwards 
ſeveral good meetings, in ſome of which it became 
my. concern to recommend ſilence by example, of 
which they ſtood in much need; and on the twenty- 
third of the firſt month (175 * after having tra- 
yelled in Ireland thirteen hundred and fifteen miles, 
and had one hundred and, thirty- four meetings, be- 
ſides many family viſits, feeling my mind to be 
fully clear, we went on board a ſhip of Whitehaven, 
Allen Wilſon maſter, having in much love taken 
leave of our friends; and after a ſhort, but ſtormy 
rough paſſage of about twenty-three hours, arrived 
at Whitchaven with hearts humbly thaakful to the 
Lord who had preſerved us; the malter faying, 
that he had not known the like for twelve years, 

altho? he had failed between the two ports very 
conſtantly, Next day after our arrival, our friend 
John Harris of Highfield, with whom we had left 
dur horſes, brought them to us and we went home 
with him, and viſiting the meetings in the neigh- 
bourhood, ſeveral of which, particularly the laſt 
at Pardlay Hall, were large and precious opportu- 
nities, and 1 thought I could perceive that my for- 
| mer 
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mer painful labours among them had been bleſſed, 
for which I was truly thankful to the holy head of 
the church and maſter of the aſſemblies of his peo- 
ple. From thence we went to Lortonhall and had 
an evening meeting with the people of the town, 

to which came the prieſt and moſt of his hearers, 
and altho* the craft and conduct of the hirelings 
were much ſet erer wy” "was Yr! and it ae | 
"ell. 

From thence we went to „Kenda and Meyngs 
geber meeting there, proceeded to divers others 
in Yorkſhire, and Lancaſhire, and to one we had 
appointed at Coln, where are no members of our 
ſociety, and tho' a poor dark town in reſpect to re- 
ligion, the people behaved ſoberly, and many were 
tendered by the gentle, yet powerful reaches of 
Heavenly goodneſs; and I may ſay, that in riding 


through ſome towns in England where no friend 1 


dwelt, I felt a ſecret ſalutation of love to the inha- 
ditants, tho' as a ſeed yet ungathered; but my 
preſent buſineſs in general was to the children of 
the family, that when it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to open 
the eyes of others to behold Zion, no ſtumbling 
block might appear to offend the Veholdery, or dim 
her heavenly beauty. 

From hence paſſing to Halifax we had a irke 
open meeting there, and divers others in Yorkſhire, 
until we came to our friend John Haſlam's at Hanf. 
worth-Woodhouſe, then to Sheffield, where we vi- 
ſited ſome families to our ſatisfaction, and after at- 
tending two meetings in Derbyſhire returned to J. 
HFlaſlam's, and again to Sheffield, and fat their morn- 

ing meeting on firſt day, and in the afternoon at- 
tended the burial of Ellen Atwick, a friend of good 
repute, to which many people came and T had a 
favourable opportunity; being then clear, I went 
to Blythe in Nottinghamſhire and had a meeting, 
and ſeveral in other towns this week, and reached 


Raw- a 
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Rawceliff in Yorkſhire on firſt day; on the night 
2 1 had a dream which much affected me; 
thought I heard a kind of melody and ſinging 

lat my len hand, whereupon I ſaid, What do ye 
rejoice at; which continuing L laid, your ſinging is 
ſomewhat like David's rejoicipg before the ark, but 
I. ſec it not, and heard a voice, on my right ſaying, 
the ark is in the land of the Philiſtines, where it 
was taken through the wickedneſs of the prieſts and 
ſins of the people, who removed, the ark from Shi- 
loh to ſtrengthen them in battle; whereupon I 
awoke and was under ſome exerciſe for a time, 
concluding it was ominous, but ſaw no further, 
until we went to meeting in the forenoon, where I 
ſoon heard a kind of tuneful ſighing, which kept 
increaſing, and turning my head to diſcover from 
- whence it came, found it to be at my left hand; after 
a while a perſon ſtood up and ſpoke a few ſentences 
of extraordinary enjoyments which were to be felt; 
my mind was pained, and aſter he fat down I ſtood 
up and ſaid; What are ye doing? and what do you 
feel to occaſion this rejoicing? and ſhould have pro- 
ceeded to have told them my thoughts, but inſtant- 
ly my dream came into my mind, and ſo with little 
Addon fat down very ſorrowful; aſter the meeting 
I, went: to dinner; but could not cat. much or be 
chearful; at the afternoon meeting we had the ſame 
tune until my ſpirit was afflicted; but labouring to 
know that quiet which is not eafily diſturbed; I re- 
ceived ſtrength in a loving frame of mind to inform 
them, that I. feared, they were miſtaken in their 
tes and conditions, for that death reigned, and 
it was rather a time of mourning: And as truth 
aroſe in ſome good degree; that floating formal ſea 
became dried up; and in the evening having the 
company of the chief ſinger among them, I had a 
ſingular freedom ſimply to relate my dream to;him, 
with a n that he might, examine whether the 

ar 
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ark encloſing the pure e was preſerved ſafe 
amongſt them; which ſhut up further converſation. 
Era few days after, an intimate friend aſked me 
how I fared there, I repeated to him my dream, 
and he told me it was very ſignificant, for that a 
withering had taken place in that meeting, and that 
perſon had ſeveral children who were married to 
ſuch that did not profeſs with us, and being treated 
with as a parent, he ſaid it might be a means of 
increaſing the meeting, if thoſe they had married. 
came to meeting with them, and diſcouraged friends 
from dealing with them, leſt it ſnould prevent them. 

Then taking a meeting at Selby, we proceeded 
to the quarterly meeting at Vork, which continued 
two days, and was a good meeting; here we met 
my brother WA. Brown to our mutual comfort af- 
ter a ſeparation of nineteen months; we ſoon parted. 
again, he going towads Lancaſter and we to ſeveral 
meetings in Yorkſhire and ſome in Lincolnſhire; 
in ſome places I obſerved the form to remain and 
life to be wanting, and in others the profeſſors of 
truth are too generally deelined from both; true 
life gives birth to a true form; but the mere form 
will never produce the life of Truth. From hence 
we went to Retford and Mansfield, in Nottingham- 
ſhire, and at the laſt town had two meetings, one 
of which was with friends by themſelves; for it did 
not always appear convenient to deliver too public- 
ly, thoſe things which tended to the reproof of 
ſome diſorderly walkers in the family, leſt it ſhould 
rather harden than reſtore and heal, eſpecially where 
their conduct did not occaſion open reproach; then 
taking a meeting at Broughton we went to Notting- 
ham, and had three meetings there on firſt day, 
and the next at Oxham with a few friends who 
were glad thereof, being ſometimes miſſed by tra- 
vellers; the day following we had an appointed 
meeting at Nottingham to ſatisfaction; in this place 
121 8 they 
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they are troubled with ſome: ranters who force 
themſelves into meetings for diſcipline: Friends 


verre exhorted to keep up the teſtimony of Truth 


in the meek humble ſpirit thereof, in which its do. 
minion will ſtand for ever; we then ſpent ſome time 
in viſiting many meetings in Leiceſterſhire, taking 
one at Oakham in Rutlandſhire, where ſome inno- 
cent friends live, and I think it is the only meeting 
of friends in that county; at Boſwellſtreet we had 
4 meeting with ſome who had been lately con- 
vinced; but had not yet known a true eſtabliſhment 
in humbly w aiting for the power of Truth, to give 
4 ſolid growth in pure religion; the ſame evening 
we had a meeting at Coventry to good fatisfaction; 
and the week following came to Dudley in Worcef- 
terſhire, where we lodged at James Payton's, whoſe 
ſiſter Catharine was preparing to go on a religious 
viſit to America; ſtaymg' the meeting on firſt day 
in Dudley, we went to divers others in this county 
ad Warwickſhire, and came to Eaden in Nor- 
thamptonthire, at which — marry people came, 
fome of hom onto ;untuly, but the power of 
Truth prevailin ed quietly, praiſed be the 
Lord who is a gelen for his on work! viſiting 
ſeveral other meetings: in this county, at one of 
them held in am evening at Chipping - Norton there 
where many tender young people, to whom 1 felt a 
ſalutation in the love of Truth; bat before I thought 
it ſafe for me to ſtand wp, à young man not much 
like a friend ſtood up, and began to exhort them 
to be faithful in diſcharging whatſoever the Lord 
required of them, and how eminently he would be 
with, and qualify them for his work, as tho? they 
_ all appointed to enter upon ſome extraordi- 
nary great ſervice; at which my mind was much 
8 ieved;) For I. thought it would be more ſuitable 
2 them deeply to retire and wait for the virtue of 
. and ſap of life, 0 experience a 3 
in 
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in grace and the knowledge of God, that they. oy” 


might be prepared to work out their on ſalvati- 
on to expett a young tree to produce abundance 
of fruit before the branches are come forth and 
ſpread with ſtrength to bear it, is not reaſonable: 
the words di ſit down,“ paſſed through my mind 
for ſome time, and at length I ſpoke them ſo as for 
him to hear, which I perceived by a ſmall ſtop he 
made but going on again, I ſaid prithee friend fit 
own, Which he did, but I felt that my ſaying ſo, 
ſurprized the people and perhaps offended fomez 
and that it would be in vain to deliver what was 
on my mind, ſo expreſſing a few ſentences only, I 
ſat down very ſorrowful, and the meeting ended; 
J Was informed by a friend at our lodgings that he 
was one lately come from the Methodiſts, which 3 
before apprehended by his appearance; on going 
to bed I was much concerned leſt it ſhould hurt 
him, and deeply ſought to know whether I had nat 
ſpoken to him in a ſelfiſh ſpirit, becauſe he had 
taken the time of the meeting appointed on my 
account, and feeling love towards him, I prayed in 
ſpirit that the Lord would be pleaſed to preſervt 
him from harm thereby, and that' if I bad done 
wrong, I might be made ſenſible of rebuke for my 
iuture inſtruction; when in great calmneſs I under- 
ſtood that it would not hurt him, ſo I went into a 
quiet. lgep; after a mecting the next day at Sih- 
bard, a. woman friend who was at the meeting the 
evening before, deſired me to ſend by her a meſ- 
ſage, or write to the young man, for the was fear- 
he would . himſelf; L told bat that 
when I ſpake to him I thought myſelf right, and 
knew what I Was about; but now I could not fee 
hat to dat preſent, and to act by her direction Was. 
dangerous, ſo we parted and in about a week after, 
2 friend let me know that there was no danger uf 
his receiving hurt, but hoped he would be bene- 
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From hence; taking a few meetings on our way, 
we arrived at London on the ſeventh of the frxth 


month, and next day attended Grace Church Street 


meeting, and in the following week the yearly- 
meeting; Which was comfortable and folid, divers 
weighty matters being therein propoſed for conſide- 
ration from: ſeveral of the counties, which centred 


aber 60 denelt, Ge“ inthe magsgement el abe 


affairs, there appeared in ſome, a diſpoſition to op- 
pole: what they thought to be new, not withſtanding 


the fame things appeared very expedient to others, 


who from their proſpect thereof, might urge their 


lentiments rather too ſtrongly; a proſpect of che 


Lord's feryants truly diſeiplined, armed and quali- 
fied for his work, and of ſuch who equip, arm and 


arrange themſelvrs, and move by their own direc- 
tion, was preſented to- my view in a dream one 


night during the time of this meeting; I thought 
I: beheld two armies ſet in array againſt each other, 
one of them well armed with ſwords and muſkets; 
the other had no formal weapons for their defence; 
but a charge given Ag their general to keep 
heit march directly forward 
as he ſhould lead, no man reaching forth his own 
Hand to defend himſelf; they joined in battle, and 


When one of the unarmed ſoldiers was borne hard 


upon by his opponent, he reached forth his hand 
at arms length, when a ſword took off one of his 
fingers, and the blood ſprinkled on ſeveral of his 
fellow ſoldiers; whereupon knowing the orders 
ziven, I eried out, if that hand had not been ſo 
Rrverched out, this wound would not have been re- 


ceived, and fo L awakened.” And on the morrow- 


Was fully convinced that in tranſacting the affairs 


of Truth, the honour of God ſhould be our only 
new, with a ſingle eye to his direction, and ſelf 
made of no reputation, which will be à ſhield 


tions and perſonal cenſures; ive 


. 
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10 happened, that a valuable zecalous friend being 
strongly reflected on as being a prejudiced party, 

and 1 — 
too warm à reply, which is apt 


ur rw 
in thoſe who depend on no other 
— 7 * cheir n armour, 2 with their oun 
rength uſe a ſelfiſn weapon; by this ded 
reply, the friend — himſelf and 
ſome others, that were united in the cauſe of truth; 
xhe victory belongs to the Lamb for ever, WhO 
when he e 1 and-reviled, did not again 


vevile. 140 e rapoite on idil ee 


| brdifter: ltaying in London and attending the Peel. 


meeting on firſt day, and the meeting of miniſters 
and elders on ſecond day morning, we went!46 
Chelmsford and reſted a day or two with our friend 
John Griffith,” attended their week day me 
and A cage meeting at Eaſterfordkelvedon, and 


proceeded to the yearly- meeting at Colcheſterz 


which held three days and was à time of Divine 


favour; then going to Ipſwich and to a monthly 


meeting at Woodbridge, we there continued on 


firſt day, and on the next began their yearlyumeet- 


ing, which held until the fourth day bs 'the Weck, 
in all eight ſittings, ſome whereof were large and 

good. No praiſe to him that willethy or to 
9 that runneth, but to the Lord alone that ſhew- 
8 3 and there being a marriage at the meet- 
22 on fifth day, IJ had an open time, wherein I had 
to oe forth, that as man in the begining was taken 
from the earth or clay by the hand of the Lord, 
and a liſe breathed into him di 
age he became a living 


ſoul and ſtood in the 
age and liberty of his Creator; but falling from 
the heavenly image and liberty. therein throngh 
tranſgreſſion, is now of the curih, - earthly! in his 
love and liberty, ſo he muſt no de 
* earthly low eſtate which Kad pts 
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eby, made an over- 


ferent from the earth, 
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% fron and death, hy the! Regencrating Word, of Pow. 
cr and transformed by the renewing of his mind, 
will and Aallections, and placing them OP 
objects for .28 tac: potter ſeparateth the gla — 
tba other earth, and tempers it hy ätſelf before he 
formeth/anfd:maketh. a-vefſel thercof, ſo muſt man by 
the operation of /the Heavenly hand, bertempered, 
wrought; preparud, aud thereby freed, from his-awn 
ſtubbotu will, and made ſubmiſive to the Heavenly 
Wul, chat he may ugt be marred on the, heel, but 
Bear the burning of the heavenly hand until he be 


WW Bri: d a veſſel to honour; but if the will of man does 


not benomę ſubſect, hut ſtands in rebellion; the:Lord 


w bbifaid, muy hurit ball not always frive cuith man, 


bath power Over fthe clay to reject that wWhieh will 
not be r dught inte a veſſel fer hongur, and ſuffer 
itte be marred in its n ſtubborn will; and when 
an carthhy potter hath formed a veſſel for uſe, he 
carefully Jetteth» it aſide, until it be prepared: te 
rar (4 ther operation, to barden and glaze it far 
theſtnſe for which it i 3 it man ſhould put 
evct water into an earthen veſſel formed tor that 
ule, before it is hardetned and prepared by fire, he 
would both mar the'vcſſel, and expoſe that which 
| Was put thereingo et not: ſuch therefore who have 
non the heavtmly hand of power ſa to prepare 
them, that theyhb arc willing to be wWhatſoever the 
Lord ſhould make of them, marvels if the Lord 
uauldiibe pleaſed to det them by a while for the 
trial af their faith if the carthly potters veſſel 
Sauld crack in Arying, it would be marred, ſo if 
Ihe veſſels of the Heavenly: Potter keep not the 
word: af bis paticnce in this their drying ſeaſon, to 
re them for the operation of the Heavenly 
Frobantl furnace, in Which the, Lord will. 01 
and iH: His e ſſels for: the uſe of his holy ſanctuary, 
6 | zalſa be marred; but Otherwiſe B 
| nn | 4 
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I thought this was à remarkable good merting, 
the praiſe thereof belongs to the Lord alone We 
had alſo ia ſelect meeting with friends, aud viſited 
ſeveral families in the town to fatis action, truth 
owning us together, and after a good opportunity 
at a friend's houfe in the country on our way, we 
went to Norwich and attended their mectings om 
firſt day, the yearly. meeting began the next, and 
ended on fourth day after ſeven ſettings generally 
large and ſatis factory, through the overſhadowing 
of Divine Goodneſs: I continued in this city ſeve- 
ral days after, viſiting of families and ſteadily at- 
tending their meetings, and had ſome open ſatis- 
factory opportunities. My way now opening for 
Holland we went to Varmouth, ſeveral friends ae- 
companying us, and on the twenty-fixth of the fe- 
venth month embarked on board the ſhip: Three 
Brothers, Richard Smith maſter, my companion 
John Pemberton being willing to continue with mes 
On the firſt day of the weck following, we land. 
ed at Rotterdam and lodged at an inn; next morn- 
ing feeling my mind drawn forward, we went in 
a ſtage! waggon to Turgow, and from thenee in 
the traQ-ſkute' to Amſterdam in the evening; the 
Metropolis of South Holland, and were conduct. 
ed to friends meeting-houſe at the Three-h6oks 
in Princes-ſtreet, in which Michael Laars and his 
ſiſter lived, and were kindly received and reſted 
the next day. 00 9 $59 ICY i 0.437 561-2320; A MJ ; 11 
1 found a concern to viſit the families of friends 
in this city, in which ſervice we ſpent moſt of the 
week to our ſatisfaction, John Vanderwarf jun- 
being mterpreter; we alſo attended their week day 
meeting, in which Peter Linders was interpreter. 
On firſk day following the meeting in the morning 
was pretty large, and many people came to that in 
the afternoon, ſome of whom behaved rudely; but 
Truth came over, and they were ſtilled, and ſeemed 
141 « » to 
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to depart ſatis fed; we continued here until their 
week day meeting again, which many not of our 
ſociety attended, and it was to general ſatisfaction; 
I'then felt my mind draun towards North Holland, 
and taking paſſage in the tract - ute paſſed through 
ſeveral towns and arrived at tlie city of Hoorn, where 
we were met by our friend Cort Hendricks; who 
took us in his waggon to his houſe at Lwiſk, in 
North Holland the ſame night, being accounted. 
eighteen; miles from Amſterdam to Hoorn by water, 
and from thence to Twiſk by land ſix miles; here 
alſo finding the like concern, we viſited, the families 
of friends, and had a meeting with them in the 
evening together; next day we went to Abbey 
Kirk, a village about two miles diſtant, where about 
fiye-or ſix families of friends live, whom we viſited 
alſo; the friends in general ſeemed to receive our 
viſits kindly, except one family, where I was con- 
cerned; to ſpeak of, and open that ſaying of our 
, agar Lord, Except your righteouſneſs: exceed the right- 
' eateſneſs f the Scribes, and | Phariſees,: &c. for I was 
much burthened under a ſenſe of a ſelf-righteous, 
whole, exalted ſpirit, and in opening that paſſage, 
was alſo led to ſpeak of the Parable of the Phariſee 
and Publican who went up into the temple to pray, 
which n heads of that family, 
and I felt a ſtrong oppoſition in them; and per- 
ceived the paſſage was not pleaſing to our interpre- 
ter, I could not ſhake off my burden, yet was pre- 
ſerved; quiet in my mind, having honeſtly done my 
part, and ſo returned to Twiſk, where the meeting 
was held for both villages, and on firſt day morn- 
ing the meeting was pretty large, friends being 
generally there; but our interpreter had moſt of the 
time, ſo that he was too overſpent to interpret much 
for me; ſeveral not profeſſing with us attended in 
the afternoon, and I had a ſatisfactory time with 
them early in the meeting, when an awful ſenſe of 
81 | 5 truth 
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truth ſeemed to be over us, after which our inter. 
r had ſomething further to ſay; I have often 
— the increaſe of words, and a repetition ot 
former experiences without the renewing of life, 
which diſpoſition ſerms to prevail in too many, to 
the burdening of ſenſible members in our ſociety. 7 
As we ſat this evening in a friends houſe at Wi © 
two elderly women came in, profeſſors of truth but 
very talkative: I had ſeen them ſeveral times before, 
and as often been burdened with them, and now 
had ſomething in particular to ſpeak; but feated 
that ſuch plain dealing would be too ſtrong for our 
interpreter, who appeared to be very ſociable with 
them; therefore. I delivered my mind without ſim- 
gling them out, ſeveral others being preſent; theſe 
women tock it to themſelves, but not in ſuch a diſ- 
2 as I deſired, being diſturbed; and follow - 

g us to our lodgings made their complaint to dur 
interpreter, — him. aſk me iſ I took them to 
be ſuch perſons as I had defcribed if ſo, they de. 
fired to kHñ¹E N] what I had to accuſe them with? at 
firſt it put me to a ſtand, but being ſtill, I bo 
thought it was providential, that they thus gave 
me an opportunity to clear myſelf of the burden 

I had borne on their account, and told them, that 
to enter into particular charges was not my buſi - 
neſs, but was free to let them know that I had been 
in pain on their account from the firſt time I ſaw 4 
them, and that if I had a true ſenſe of their ſtates, 
they were not ſuch as they ought to be, but ha 
loſt the ſavour of what they profeſſed to enjoy, and 
could ſo freely talk of, and told one of them that 
I took her to be dark and ignorant of her own 
ſtate; and the other, that ſſie was too light and 
chaffy im her ſpirit, and that they both wanted the 
true cloathing of the Lord's children, which is 
humility of heart and reverence of ſpirit, which 


would ſeaſon all their converſation and conduct, * 
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that bez would not be ſtumbling blocks to theit 
ee as I feared they were: I alſo told them, 
that I believed when I ſpake as I did at the friend's 
houſe it belonged to them, in which I was now 
confirmed, for had they been fincere hearted, they 
would have borne it without flinching; dut note 
they had ſhewn that their ſore places were touched, 
and 1 dared not to leflen the weight of what was 
then ſaid; but deſired them to receive and ponder 
it wellz for I was ſure it was delivered in love, and 
believed it to be a viſitation to them in their old 
age. Which being interpreted to them, they ſpake 
fomething to the interpreter which J did not under- 
ſtand; then one of them ſaid, ſhe had yet love in 
her heart for me: I told her that I had nothing but 
good will towards her, and ſo they went away. + 
After which, the interpreter told me, he had 
known theſe women many years; that I had a true 
ſenſe of them, and he had delivered my words ho- 
W and hoped they would do them good. 
Me next had a meeting with friends of Twiſk by 
chemſelyes in a private „ in which we were 
Favoured with the favour. of truth, the fincere heart- 
ed being refreſhed, d THe n, warned to be 
more careful. e * i od 
After taking . ae, we haſted to 
attend another meeting appointed for us at Abby- 
Kirk in the afternoon, which was held in the ſame 
houſe where I felt the oppoſition before mentioned: 
I. ſoon was ſenſible of ſome matter in my mind to 
divide to the people; firſt to a low afflicted ſtate, 
and things opened pretty clear, and were interpret- 
ed readily; but proceeding to the other ſtates, I 
felt the current obſtructed, and the force of my 
ſentences evaded, and had a ſenſe that the minds 
of the friends of that houſe were ſhut up againſt 
what IL. had to deliver, ſo I forbore: going on, and 
nr 3 ſoon began and: continued to ſpeak 
f near 
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near an hour; when he had done, I felt a gteat 
weight on my mind, and deſired him to interpret a 


few ſentences for me, he did not feem very free, 


ſaying, „let it be ſhort then,“ the ſubſtance was, 
4 That I had, come in love to ſee them, and was 


in no way prepoſſeſſed or informed concerning any 


perſon or caſe among them; yet found they were 
hut up againſt what L had to deliver; nevettheleſs 
I could not be eaſy without letting them know, that 
I did' believe, unleſs they humbled themſelves, and 
were ſtripped from that ſelf. righteous wholeneſs, 
wherewith they had cloathed themſelves, they 
never would grow in the life of true religion; but 
would be as tumbling blocks to the ſincere/hearted/ 
n them,“ ſo J went out of the houſe and re- 
turned to our lodging, not having freedom to ſtay 
there longer. Our interpreter who tarried Sew 
them after we were gone, told me that ry bs 1 
a certain friend who had been in Holland ſometime 
before and ſpoken very cloſely to them, had inform" 
ed me concerning them, and I thought the inter- 
preter alſo favoured that ſentiment, which made 


me not to wonder at the oppoſition J had felt both 
in him and them; whereupon IL told him, that un- 


til that time I nter knew that the friend whom 


they thus judged liad been there, and that I had 
never heard of their names, nor the name of the 
town until I came with him, and deſired him to 
give it in charge to à friend of Twiſk who was pre- 
nt with us, to let thoſe friends know: from me, | 


what I then aid of my innocency. 


Feeling myſelf now pretty eaſy reſpecting that. 


place we returned towards Amſterdam,” accompani- 
ed by two friends to Hoorn, where no friends now 


hve, tho' formerly there were, and ſometimes” 


meetings have been held there; and I had ſome 
thoughts of having one; but being under diſcou- 


ragement, had almoſt concluded to procced on our 


Way; 
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way; but in walking through the city to the ſkute, - 


- which was to ſet off for Amſterdam in a few mi- 
nutes, I felt my mind affected with a ſenſe that my 


great and good maſter was near, and deſired with 
earneſt breathings to know his will, and if he 
would be pleaſed to be with me, I was willing to 
do the ſame, as he ſhould require and enable me; 
I then felt ſuch a ſtream of love towards the inha- 
bitants, that I was convinced there was a viſſtation 
to them, as tho' the Lord would in his own time 

gather a people there; as yet I had not diſcloſed 

my mipd to any one, although I felt a draught, | 


back; when ſeeing a young man in the . — 1 


deſired the interpreter to aſk him if he thought we 
could have a meeting in that town, to which he rea- 
dily anfwered that he believed we might, and tak-- 
ing hold of my baggage ſaid, if we would pleaſe to 
return to his houſe, he would endeavour to procure 
à place and acquaint; the people, which he very 


| ae and with great ſpeeds performed, and 


we. met about four in the — at-the houſe of 
Cornelius Olyſlager, and had a | nt opportunity 

veral of whom 
were reached and tendered by the virtue and ſavour 
of truth, Which ſpread freely; for which the giver 


cf all good was reverently praiſed, who is — 


for ever. The people departed, in much love, and 
we returned to the young man's houſe, where we 


vere affeQtionately entertained that night; we ſhould. 


have been glad to have converſed ith the people, 


but could not underſtand their language, yet had a 


ſenſe that they were ſatisfied with the meeting. 
Being accompanied by this kind young man Dirk. 
Meſchaert, our landlord, to the track-ſkute, we took 


beave with tears on each fide, and arriving at Am- 


ſterdam, we fat with friends that aftexnoon in their 
week day meeting to ſatisfaction, having travelled 


in North Holland about ſeventy * miles by 
„ | don 


. 28 ? 4 =y 
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boat and waggon, we then viſited the, remaipder of 
friends families in this . 7 cou were © comforted. 


be an onrnngls in many to hear the dalle * 
principle of Truth declared; but it is a dull way td 
ſpeak by an imperfect interpreter.. 

On the twenty-ſecond of the eighth month. want; 
held what they call their yearly meeting, which was | 
attended by ſeveral not of our ſociety; but it hass 


little more. than the name of a yearly- mecting, ther 
diſcipline of truth being much loſt, | _ 

| Feeling ſome concern ſtill to continue on my | 
mind towards the friends at Abby-Kirk where I was 
ſenſible of the oppoſition. before. hinted; L had free- 
dom to vrite them a letter; but on conſidering that 
the friend and his wife to whom I wrote were per - 
ſons of note, I was: fearful that their reſentment. 
might hurt ſome others, and having a tender con- 
cern towards the ſincere hearted, it was with me to 
prepare the way by writing an Epiſtle ta friends of 
the meeting at Twiſk, to which thoſe of Abby-Kirk 
do alſo belong, both which J got a friend of Am- 
ſterdam to trapflate; that to the mectin Iſent im- 
mediately that it might be read bn l day, and 
eee the other to be ſent ſoon alter. 15 21 3 5 


Thar: to Friends at t Twilk was as follows. 12 8 ; * 5 4 
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« Dear Friends, Tal . eee Vi ane 


11 


"HE honeſt ant ſincere heatt6d d you, 
1 I ſalute in Goſpel Love; and as I do believe 
2 hae is 'a ſmall remnant that are defirous to know 
and witneſs the- peace of God in your hearts, and 
à ſure i of receiving the anſwer of well-done at 
the co ſio n of your time in this world, mind the 
inſtructiolls of the 1 of Chriſt Jeſus in your-own 
hearts, for it is that which leads into all Truth; it 
ſhews unto man, of what fort the thoughts of his 
art are, and it witneffeth againſt every bad word 
alld action: It was the Spirit of Truth that taught 
the children of God in all ages, it was by this Spi- 
Tit of Truth that our worthy elders were led from 
the lo-heres and lo-theres which are in the world; 
| it eſtabliſhed them on the true 1 VIZ. che 
|, _ revelation or teaching of the Spirit of God in their 
on hearts; by this they were upheld under fore 
afflictions, _ outward, ſufferings from the powers- 
of "the earth; by this they were preſerved i in the 
unity of the ſpirit, /in in the bond of pece. “ 
Dear Friends, beware of letting out your minds 
aften the doctrines and teachings of men, who have 
not the word of Liſe committed to them to preach 
in the Love and Power of Truth: For if ye do, ye 
will be unſtable and wavering, and a wavering man 
is as a wave of the ſea, toſſed to and fro with every 
contrary wind of doctrine; neither look you too 
much to the example one of another, but wait to 
receive in yourſelves, adenſc of What ye ought to 
.M do and to jom with, ad what ye ought to be ſe- 
F ated from; then will you be able to judge what 
2 hear and ſee; becauſe you have the ſpirit: of 
VDauch in your own heartgy for that is the true 5 
EF judge and guide, which leads into all Truth.“ 
Since I was with you, I have often tho I . 
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or JOHN' CHURCHMAN. 14 
teach the principles thereof one to another, until 
vou be obedient thereunto in your own. hearts, 
and act and behave in all things according to the 
2 witneſs thereof in your own ſelves; tllis makes 

i 


ving, ſound, ſteady members, zealous both of love 
and good works, in themſelves and among th 


brethren and ſiſters. “ fog] Norms 


„Dear Friends, be careful 10 Kees together, 
and admoniſh thoſe! that fall ſhort of their | duty 
herein: And when you are afſembled, wait on the 


Lord with a mind turned mward; and if ye do whit 


in Faith and Patience, the Lord will de found ef 
you, and reveal himſelf in e midſt of 709; fe | 
"your comfort and conſolation; 16 Hort 

With ſincere deſires that every good thought, 
and ſecret enquiry after the knowledge of God, in 
each of your hearts, ma be ae f. ned and blef- 


uy, do 1 remain W feckionate ft iend, 57 
| ons Cypontnpign” 
Leet 2 W | 43 fe wolf, 


EY Copy! of el Meter to the Friend and his Wiſe 
here follows. 4 
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Have had an exerciſe on my mind tier PER I 
came firſt into your houſe, to viſit your family, 


Tet was on the eleventh inſtant, I came an entire 


ſtranger, free from any information from man oh- 
cerning you; but as ſoon as 1 came into the houſe, 
4 felt the innocent life of truth and my ſeed of Ge 
e oppreſſed in you. | 

Out gear Lord faid, Learn of 2 for 7 jt 
why and Tp of heart : His. Sp Irit 4 us if we take 
heed theretch will teach' us to 155 meek and low in 
day his teaching is the ſame, and will 
ſo to all his — fore vert Oh 
"bg POIs: for it is the humble that the 
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Lord doth teach of his ways; and the meek he 
4 guides in judgment: But the whole and ſelf. ri ght- 
Sous, ho are wiſe in their own eyes, and wh 
in their on conceit, the Lord will hide the myſte- 


_ who are. truly changed, and born from above; and 
1 7 ſucklings who are weaned from the breaſts of 
e world, and its wiſdom, and are leaning on the 
Ip | of Ehriſt their beloved, deſiring the ſincere 
Ws of his word, that they may grow thereby; 
" anto. thele the Lord will reveal! true Knowledge, 
And; Wiſdom: from above; and that wiſdom is pure, 
ageable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, and 
woe that have the fame in poſſeſſion, they have the 
ſeaſoning virtue of Truth; they have ſalt in them- 
ſelpee, and are therefore preſerved in peace and 
"unity, with, the. pure Truth, and alſo one with ano- 
ther; ſuch profeſſors who inwardly. know, and 
' receive the ON holy Faith, they know the ſame 
to work in them by love, to the purifying of their 
hearts: Theſe are Jews inward, circumciſed in heart, 
true IIraelites indeed, in whom there is no guile; 
_ an their rightcouſnels exceeds that of the ſeribes 
and * 
I heartil y wiſh that you may ( your old age) 
be concerned to know the Life of pure Religion; 
a ſenſe of the want thereof in your family, burthen- 
"ed my life whilſt I was in your houſe, which was 
the reaſon hy 'I could not Ws ko oat and' drink 
With von. N lt 
* * order to diſcharge myſelf nene you, 
"hare. I written theſe few Sinn deſiring that you 
may examine yourſelves, and ſee if hae be not a 
cauſe, and in the love of (Trot, which n us 
Las deal plainly one with another, 
FOR your ny FER and Wels iben, 1510 
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We continued; with friends in this city and at- 
tended their two: meetings on firſt day, and in the 
evening had an opportunity with ſeveral to ſatisſac · 
tion, for our love rather increaſed; next morning 
feeling my mind clear of friends in Holland, Las 
.caſy to return towards England, and accompanied 
by ſeveral to the ſkute we took leave and went to 
Turgow by water; from thence by waggon to Rot» 
terdam, in; all about forty- two miles, there are na 
members of our ſociety left in this city; we went 
to ſee the meeting houſe and had ſome thoughts of 
having a meeting; but being the time of à great 
fair, which occaſioned a coneourſe of rude people, 
there was no proſpect of having one to advantage. 
gehn Vanderwaarf jun“ came with us to Rot- 
terdam, with whom we parted in much love early 
on fourth day morning the rwenty-ninth of the 
eighth month, and went on board the ſame ſhip 
which brought f us hither, it having made A voyage 
to England and back ſince; we- failed with a fair 
wind down the Maze to the Briell before noon, 
when it becoming contrary, we lay at anchor until 
firſt day morning, then proceeding, we paſſed over 
the danigerous ſands: and ſo to ſea, and arrived at 
Varhsuth about one the next day, and had a meet- 
ing with friends the fame evening . 
In, this journey to Holland, we travelled by ſea 
and land about five hundred mile. 
From Yarmouth we went in a chaiſe to Norwich; 
ere friends were rejoiced to ſee us, and we were 
thankful for our ſafe return, and being concerned 
to ſpend ſome: more time among them in this ci 
Ve viſited a ſe% families and attended their 3 
ly- meeting, alſo their two meetings on 
which, were dull and heavy; the münds of the pedb- 
ple being too much outward, I found it my place 
to gecommend ſilence by example more than by 
words, in both thoſe meetings. 
_ U 


Next 
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Next day in company with other friends I went 
to viſit Hannah Lucas, a ſchool miſtreſs, Who was 
newly convinced; ſhe was in a low ſtate of mind; 
dur viſit yrs to mutual AO AN int comfotted 
6 15 

At their 4 day tlg on third days, I had 
a! ſeaſonable time to diſcharge my mind towards 
friends in that city, in which 1 was led ta deal plain- 
ly with them: They are a loving people to ſtrangers 
and each other; but ae is a want of weightineſs 
of ſpirit, and of a <9 ot care-in the t of the 
Uiſcipline of the churen. 

Before my going to Holland 1 vn bt the ſhop of 
| barder in this city: ſeveral times to he ed the 
ſecond time 1 was there, I had to wait a while for 
my turn, he having no aſſiſtant; and when others 
were gone out he told me, he was ſorry I had to 
wait and hoped he ſhould have my cuſtom, and that 
if I would come on Saturdays and Wedneſdays in 
the forenoon 1 need not wait; but in the afternoon 
others came; I aſked him what days of the week 
thoſe were which he called Saturday; and Wedneſ- 
. day? he ſeemed: to wonder at my/ignorance, but 
knew not how to tell me otherwiſe; I ſaid, I do not 
read in the Scripures of any days ſo named; he 

Teplied, that is true; for what reaſon then, ſaid 1; 
+ doſt thou call them ſo; becauſe it is a common cuſ- 
tom, ſaid he; ſuppoſe then, ſaid I, that we lived 
in a heathen country among infidels'wh6 worſhip- 
ped Idols, ſhould we follow their euſtoms becauſe 
common? he replied, by no means; I then ſaid, If 
J have underſtood rightly, the Heathens gave the 
days of the week thoſe names: I never heard that 
before, ſaid he, pray for what reaſon? I anfwered 
they worſhipped the Sun on the: firſt day of the 
week and named it after their idol, Sunday; the 
Moon on the ſecond day of the week; ſo came 
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they had many gods; third day they called, tueſday | 
Rom their idol Tuiſco; and after the idol Woden, 
fourth day they called wedngſday, and fifth dax 
. their Idol {Thor they ealled thurſday; . from 
Friga, friday; and after Saturn they called the 
ſeventh day, ſaturdays and as I believe in the oply; + 
true God and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, ant 
expect Eternal Life by no other name or power, 
You not  for- conſcience, lakgirown; the gods of 
„orcname a day after chem; but chooſe 
the names which the, days werte called by, When 
the maſt high performed his ſeyeral works of erea- 
tion, 1 wiz--fanſt,, ſecond, third, and; ſo on, which is 
ſcriptural, moſt plain and eaſily underſtood. 
Be ſeemed. ſome what affected with the informs | 
tion, and, I deſſred him to 4nquire. into the matter; 
for himſelf, and not to think that I deſigned to im- 
poſe; upon him: the next time of my going to his 
op, he ſhewed me ſome papers whereon he had 
began, to learn Alodhea. and aſked, me how. L liked 
itz J ſaid it might be uſeful to ſome, but that I 
could take up grubbing or follow the plough with- 
out ſtudying Algebra, as he might alſo ſhave a man, 
&c. without it; beſides. I found it a more profita . 
ble and delightful ſtudy. to be quietly employed iu 
learning the law of the Lord written in mine own. 
heart, 0 that I might walk before him acceptably. 
On my return from Holland to Norwich, a man 
ran to me in the ſtreet putting a paper into my 


hand, and immediately left me, whom I ſoon found 


to be this barber; the letter contained an innocent 
child like acknowledgment to me for my freedom 
with him, as is before mentioned in language rather 
too much ſhewing his value for me as an inſtru- 
ment; and believing him to be reached hy the love 
of kuth, and in maafurs cones of: the Print 
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thereof, I theught it beſt to leave him inthe 
6i4's hand for further inſtruction, to learn by the 
Amelie reachitigs of the Holy Spirit, that his 
love might be centred on the true beloved of Souls; 
= want whereof many are hurt, looking outward 
2 owing” in head knowledge, fecking the eſteem 
4 Kiendllip df men, from whom we are to ceaſe, 
lle breath und life being! "Ropped's ab dhe Lords 
command. tian ag -4 As #80373) 1. T6 2X 
mention leb pacage wich a wiewlo ſtir ap y 
Friends of the fame holy profeſion; to let their 
language in worde de the real language of Truth 
to all men, in purity of Spirit, and not to name 
the days of the werk br months aftor the -heathen- 
iſh idolatrous euſtoms, ſaying for exbuſe, that they 
to whom they ſpeak do beſt» underſtand them, and 
it ſaves them any further explanation, which ex- 
cuſe is far ftom proceeding from a diſpoſition apt to 
teach; and letting the Light of Trutk ſhine as — 
ought; Neither” do men, faid' our bleſſed inſtructe 
tight a candle and put it under 4 bibel, bi! 

4 candleftich,” and it giveth light to all that are in 
10 houſe, Mat. v. 21. Nor doth the Lord enligliten 
his candle, that is the ſpirit of man, with the pure 
Knowledge of Truth, that we ſhould cover it, either 
With an eaſeful diſpoſition to ſave ourſelves troüble, 

or hide the work thereof under the covering buſhel 
; of worldly faving care, after the gain and treaſure 
of this world; but that it may ſtand on the'candle- 
ſtick, and thereby crown thoſe who are thus fa- 
voured with the holy Light, that as a city ſee on an 
hill they cannot be hid. 

The corrupt language of 76 to a angle bello, | 
and calling the months and days by heathen names, 

ate eſteemed by fome to be little things; but if a 
faithful teſtimony in theſe little things, was bleſſed 
m the inſtance before mentioned, even to theitail- 
ng an carngſt inquiry after the ſaving knowledge 
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of God and his bleed So whém to know is ter, 
nal Life; perhaps ſuch who baulk their teſtimony 
to the sure Talent: of Tea wt bor them to profſt 
withal, may one day have ©” their-portis ri appointee 
with che wicked "pd flothful ſervant, ſee Man xv: 
24-25. 4 met 591 n N T e vent 
After the laſt woda ui . Fung 
mind eaſy to leave Norwich, and went with Richard 
Brewſter and wife to Wynettaaer tht e&fcning; and 
next day to Edmondſbury, where febliug an ch⸗ 
gagement of mind we” ſta a eight "days, mene | 
their ſeveral} meetings, and monthly -mecting;: 
is compoſed of fie particularmeeritigs, where, 
der a ſenſe of! a forward "formal miniſtry "wy tut 
_ mourned” and Was cloathed With lbtröb a next 
day we had 4 precibüß meeting; And the fame even- 
ing another wird the miniſters uud fold friends, 
in which it begame m Concert to Tet forth tie car 
N. to; 0 1 over each other, ind hw 
neceſſary: 1 10 Wich thoſe that did 
not Kody 95 110 1 Nac owned us together 
and I dellere th $pport ne will be remembefed. 

My mind being drawn N towards Wales, m 
companion Jolin Pemberton Who had been with” 55 | 
three years, having travelled together in much love 
and unity, inclinmg to go towards London, We 
parted in the ſame love, and I, accompanied by "my 
kind friend Richard Brewſter; Vent to Henry Gray*s 
at Godmancheſter in Huntingdonfſhire, and the neæt 
day to Wellingboroug h in Northamptonſhire," and 
were at their two meetings on firlt day the twenty- 
third of the ninth month, Which were heavy for 
want of more faithful inward lahoufers; that even. 

| ing 1 had alſo a fitting with à ſick friend. 2 
ext morning my friend N. Brevſter returned 
homewards, and ſeveral friends coming to take 
leave of me, I had an opportunity to remark to 
Nen 'the realon that. their meetings Were ſo Tl | 

- al 
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and.eloudy 3. for l;thoughtl dearly;ſaw there was a 
neglect among them of putting the. diſcipline jin, 
Practice, where uh eyident; and that, 
this netzlect had hem to fuffege, whi would 
e 5 increaſe, Fg they ſet the teſti- 
mony of Truth over the heads of ſuch who, by dif- 
og OM. ag; had, brought a reproach thereon: 
nds ere affected, and acknowledged they 
1 vech it te belthe, ale amongſt them. We part 
ed, ina tenderneſs; and I. 2 on my. journey 
with an income af, ſolid, . after riding 
en reached, hr, cer ner 
he next HA Eatington in Warwichſhire, where 
| es y friends Richard, Partridge and Mary 
hy ee ere: truly glad to fee. 
ach other, 82 He ; togethgr;and..had a, 
— — with friends in the, evening to our ane 
comfort; we rob in gompany to War 
. and, at the meeting at- the lat on 
ich was.comfortablg,,I though I:ſcpGbly, fel the, 
densfit. of bes Wink. ae Bad been exerciſed 
in When there before; R. Fartridge returning to 
London, Mary. Weſtan went w — e the quar- 
terly-mecting at Leicoſte which began, with a mect- 
ing 150 miniſters and elders, and one for worſhip, 
and diſcipline was, held the ſamg,day; the ſervice. in 
Which lay heavy upon me, and Truth favoured, the 
power) thereof being felt to the comfort; of. many; 
and. I with. that ſeaſon, may not be fo be. e ae by by the 
members of that meeting; on the ſirſt day follow- 
ing. I. went tq/a general, meeting at, Badgeley, and 
evening meeting at Daniel Lythal's at Poleſ- 
— wh va hath a large family of hopeful: tender 


children. I next went to Allen England's at Tam- 


milly, 40 


worth, and had 2 ſatisfa 105 1 op opportunity, in bis fa- 
Which. I had felt a drawing in my mind 
for ſome time; but did not know that it, would 


55 i the wa uarterl msefin At Staffs! 
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Which 1 attended and there” met Be Bricks! Joſhua 
"Toft; in company with whom f returned to Ridge: 
ley, and next 
riss, and another that evening at Uttuxiter, from 
| eherice to Leck, and after a favoured meeting went 


home with Joſhuz” to Hargate, where after 10 


one day, Had another meeting at Leek, and àn 


portunity with ſome friends at Joſhua Strangman's 


eneral 


_ wherewith T had a degree of pee: 
"2 Accompanied by Tofft 1 went to a 
meeting at Eaton in /Cheſhire, then to Mace! field, 
Stockport, Morley, and Farnly, the laſt of which 
was a good meeting; there 235 friend Samuel Fo. 
thergill met me, be we went to a meeting at Sut⸗ 


ton; the next day Sufanna Fotllergill and her bro- 


ther Alexander came to Tee me, and we had à com- 


Fortable time together at Thomas Hough's,” being 


owned by "Frith; was next at a labourious meets 
ing at Newton, the? it ended well, and after it 1 


met again with Joſhud Tofft at Fdgebury, and had 
a meeting the next day at Middlewich, then at 


Nantwich, and —— from whence ade! to John 
Bellows at Stretten; my travelling and labours 
through Cheſhire was im a particular cloſe 1 
tho, there are ſome ſolid friends in that county. 
Paſſing to Shrewfbitty in Shropſhire, I was at a 
meeting on firſt day at Colebrookdale and had fome 
cloſe work; but Truth ſeemed to give victo , and 
in the evening at Abraham Darby's houſe ad an 
opportunity, in which the teſtimon Truth pre- 
waited to the tendering ſome high and lofty young 
people; whoſe faults were told them in the power 
of the ſearcher ''of hearts, for which We e 
were truly thankful. 
Next day returning to Sbrewibury 1 t to 
viſit Benjamin Thomas and Richard Bellows. who 
had been confined in priſon about four years and a 
im 81 their conſcientious refuſal to pay tithes, and 


ve 


day hadi a metting af the widow Mor- 
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Ve had a comfortable. ſeaſon, together in the jails 

Eur the living preſence 1 7 the r 1 
makes his people free, ven in ꝓriſons. 701 

The day following had. a, meeting in this town, 
and one in the evening at the houſe of John . 
both which afforded ſome peace; but the life 0 
Truth is at a low. ſtate in Shropſhire, and the pros 
feſſors with us tew in number. 

then paſſed into North. Wales, to Charles Lloyd's | 
at Dolobran in Montgomeryſhire, John Young; be- 
ing with me, and had a meeting there, at this Noe 
there, was formerly a large meeting; but it is now 
4 much declined; from thence. we went to Tydeni- 
garrig in Merrionethſhire, and had a meeting with 
k few ſincere . at Hh: 7 of Lewis; i Owen 13 


then at "the * of et. Go twin in Elgg 
in Montgomery ylhite, where were ſeveral; tender 


friends; but the living are ſcarcely, able to bear the 
weight of thoſe e Who altho' they know the 
truth, do not abide therein, and ſo. are as withered 
Face caſt forth. Next Was a pretty large and 
latisfactory meeting at Talcoyd in Radnorſhire, then 
at Cwm, and Gluerindrew, and on a, firſt day at 
Penbank, where are many profeſſors, tho“ but few 
ſolid Nene after which at Penplace and Caermar- 
then, which laſt meeting was much to my ſatisfacti- 
on, the few friends here being of the better ſort; 
from hence to Haverfordweſt with friends. by them- 
ſelves moſtly, and ſtaying - their meetings on firſt 
day, that in the afternoon was open and ſatisfactory 
to other profeſſors who came in; but pride and 
9 mindedneſs hath much hurt the members 
of our ſociety, tho there are a few tender friends. 
In the evening I had another e with 


tends, 
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friends, and was enabled to-relieve my mind among 
them with a degree of thankfulneſs; next meeting 
was at Jameſtown, and in the evening of the daß 
following at Larn with the people of the town, who 
behaved civilly, but ſeemed barren as to religion 
in a right ſenſe; there is but one in this town in 
unity with friends, and he ſeemed near his end, 
whom I viſited. After crofling a ferry near a mile 
broad; not without great danger, being driven ou 
ſhore and the wind very high, the boat was likely 
to fill with water; that I was obliged to go over a 
marſh to Caermarthen, being thankful for the de- 
liverance, where I had a public meeting with the 
town's people, to a good degtee of ſatisfaction, and 
next morning met with my brother W®+ Brown at 
Swanzey, and we were made joyful iti the company 
of each other; here we had two meetings, and ano« 
ther with friends ſelected, in which he got ſome relief 
after his leaving me here having a concern on my 
mind I viſited the families of friendggtho? nat with« 
out fear; but felt the help and ſtrength of my great 
and good maſter, who furniſhed me with power 
and {kill to diſcharge my duty, both to the luke- 
warm and the corrupt diſorderly profeſſors, without 
wounding his own children, ſome of whom there 
are in this town; I ſtay'd their meeting on fourth 
day, which ſeaſon being divinely favoured, I pray 
may not be forgotten, the power which alone can 
enable to tread on ſcorpions or ſerpents, and pre- 
ſerve from the foree of deadly poiſon being over 
all: The honour, praiſe, and glory, be aſcribed to 
the Lord who is wortliy for ever | 

Next day I reſted, and in a degree of humble 
thankfulneſs made theſe remarks, 
I continued many days longer in this town, in 
which time had divers meetings, ſome whereof 
were very ſatisfactory, many of the town's people 
attending, and the good hand of the Lord was 
N. X ſtretched 


1 a 
- 


ſtretched forth towards them; for which I was truly 

thankful; after ſpending ſixteen days among them 

'T went to Llantriſhon, and the next day had a meet- 

ing at Trewaruge; then one at Hillary with a ten- 

der enquiring people, alſo at Cardiff with a ſeeking 
people, who had ſeparated themſelves from the 
public worſhip and met together in ſilence; this 
opportunity was an inſtructive ſeaſon to them. 
On the firſt day following 1 was at Pontipool, 
where at two meetings I had many cloſe things to 
deliver, obſerving want of order among them; in 
the eyening had an opportunity with ſome of the 
friends moſt active in the diſcipline, and endea- 
youred to diſcharge myſelf; and on third day a large 
and pretty open meeting; being detained by a great 
\ - fnow, I had another meeting with friends of the 
foremoſt rank on ſixth day, in which I cleared my 
mind of a great burden, which I had borne on ac- 
count of a formal miniſtry among them; my next 
meeting was at Shere-Newton, which was pretty 
large tho dull, the ſavour of Truth being much 
loſt. among friends here; yet I was favoured with 
ſtrength to diſcharge myſelf, and in the feeling 
- Tenſe of peace went that night to the paſſage over 
the Severn, and next day to Briſtol, my friend and 
' Kind landlord James Griffiths bearing me company 
from his own houſe at Swanzex. 
On third day attended their meeting in Briſtol, 
but ſat in ſilence, and was very heavy hearted un- 
der a ſenſe of a forward ſpirit, which would prompt 
to anſwer the expectations of the people, and is 
apt to prevail on ſome who ſeem to be called to the 
work of J the miniſtry; but Truth only bleſſeth its 
own motion. rk 

I continued in and near this city about four 
weeks, attending their ſeveral meetings, but did not 
feel relief from the burden I was under, and on 
the fifteenth of the firſt month (1754,) hearing that 
8 . * 
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my brother Wa- Brown was at Ann Young's at 
Erthcot, I went there to ſee him, and we were 
comforted in each others company, and next being 
their meeting day, we attended it to our refreſh- 
ment; from whence we returned together to Bri- 
ſtol, where we tarried until the twenty-ſixth, in 
which time I had ſeveral open meetings, which ſet 
me at liberty to leave that city, when we again 

rted, and I took meetings at Ulverſtone, Thorn- 
ty, Sadſbury, Dedmartin, Tedbury, and two 
at Nailſworth, and another there in the evening, 
when 1 had an opportunity to the eaſe of my mind, 
heavily oppreſſed on account of the formal profeſ- 
ſors of truth, to the comfort of the eee and 
cauſed thankfulneſs. 2 
From thence calling to viſit the witow Fowler 
who was in afffiction, I went to meetings at Painſ= 
wick, Glouceſter, Roſs in Herefordſhire, Almerlyy ß; 
Leominſter, and Uphan, where J viſited the wives 
of the two friends before mentioned, who are im- 
iſoned at Shrewſbury for their teſtimony againſt 
Tiches; ; then returning to Leominſter attended the 
monthly- meeting there, in which truth owned us, 
and taking a meeting at Broomſgrove went to Wor- 
ceſter, and on firſt day was at two comfortable 
meetings, and another on third day, and the nek 
day attended the quarterly-meeting, which was a 
precious time, wherein friends were comforted; 
and finding a concern on my mind I went into the 
women's meeting, wherein the power of Truth ac- 
companied, which is the crown of our religious. 
meetings, here is a tender ſeecꝶ eſpecially amongſt 
the female ſex, which will thrive. if this Diving 
power is kept unto. © - 064 bedr Te 
Being now clear of this city, F departed with 
ce to meetings at Tewſkbury, Cheltenham, and 
again to Nailſworth, where I was at two meetings; 
| which tho* hard, I had an evidence that the Lord 


pn eff bad 
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then proceeded to meetings at Farringdon 1 in Berk» 
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bad-not forſaken; his ſeeking people. After attend: 
ing 2 conference with ſeyeral friends endeavouring 
to compoſe à difference, which ended to ſatisfacti- 
on, I praceeded to the quarterly, meeting for Glou- 
ceterlpire held at Tedbury, where lagam met wi 
my brother W. B. Divine Goodneſs and: à goo 
aer of the authority of Truth attending in the 
time of N and in Dees the affairs 05 
the church. 

Next day my brathes. vent to Bath aud 1 to G. 
renceſter, ness L had à hard and dull meeting, 
the profeſſors of truth having too much- departed 
from the ſavour thereof; at another in the even 
1 had an evidence of having diſcharged. my duty; 


Mire, Litchfield, Burford in Oxfordthire, Milton, 
Stow in Glouceſterſhire, Chipping-Norton, Charlbu- 
: Witney, Abingdon, Warbury, North End, and 
* = thence to High Wiccomb, where the weather 

in 


2 00 cold 1 tarried ſix days, viſiting ſeveral 
ſick friends, and the laſt public meeting 


— in the evening, many of the town's. people 


r attended, and it was a ſolid opportunity. From 


thence I went to Amerſham tho? with difficulty on 
account of the ſnow, and on firſt day had a meeting 
at Cheſham; ' then to Hampſtead, and had there a 
meeting, which was much enlarged by the ſcholars 
of Wessquite's ſchool, ſeveral 5 whom were affec⸗ 
ted; then having a good opportunity with friends at 
Albans, 1 went-to London, where I remained * rs 
weeks and three days, viſiting the meeti 
much of the weight and burden of t wy ny 
fore me there, and in the opening and authority of 
Truth, I had to {peak to the preſent ſtate of our 
lociery,; not only to the inſtruction of the feck- 
ing children and comforting of the mourners; but 
allo by -way-of rebuke to t r n N 
Wening to the rebelliou s. 
During 
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During my continuance here I felt my mind 

dravn towards Wiltſhire, and thought of attending 

the quarterly- meeting there; but on the day on 
which 1 expected to ſet forward, I found a ſtop in 
my mind; tho! not relieved From: a ſolid —_——— 
which engaged me to enquire ſeeretly what I ſhou 

do; for notwithſtanding” this concern to Wiltſhire, 
my burden reſpecting London ſeemed rather to 
increaſe; but as T kept quiet, I found my 44. 
warmed in love and my mind opened, and-influ- 
enced to write an Epiſtle to that quarterly-meeting, 
which with thankfulneſs I then eſteemed a great 
favour from my great and good Maſter, being in a 
2 ſtate of health, the weather unfavourable, 
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Ty Friends in Wige, D 


FAVING had ſirong -defives in my n mind We 
your welfare in the truth, 1 rpoled to haye 
* your quartenly-meeting, wut being lett at 
this time, and not know! that I ſhall ever have 
an opportunity to ſee you, I feel a freedom to viſit 


you with 'a few lines in the opening and love of 
* which flows to you-ward. 9 


Dear Friends, male and female, old and? yo 
as many of you as are defirous to be called hs 
Children of God, and followers of Chriſt Jeſus, 
be humble, that you may be taught of him; for 
it is the bumble that he teaches of his ways; and 
5 ye meck and low in heart, that you may ſerve | 
im in your generation, and ene another in bis 


— fear, fo you will know him for your ral; and 
$ peace your quiet habitation.” ?“ 


My ſoul hath montned; and 1s in ſome 
vered therewith at this time, under a ſenſe that 
He love of ey and its pleaſures and earthly. 


COR. 
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delights, abound in too many, (Which is iniquity) 
and becauſe thereof the love of many 3 824 
waxcth cold; and for want of witneſſing the love 
of God in a pure heart, the mind becomes at eaſe, 
lukewarm; and indifferent about the things which 
belong to our peace and future happineſs, and ſo 
fathers and mothers, maſters and miſtreſſes, become 
dull, if not dead to that holy concern, which ſhould 
Sever excite them, both by example and precept, ta 
inſtruct and train up [their children and fervants in 
all: Godlineſs of life and converſation. 2 4 1 
„Oh dear Friends! ſearch your hearts, and 
diligently enquire whether, ſomething hath not ſub. 
tilly crept. in, and ſtolen away your affeQions from 
God; and the deep attention of your minds from 
the inſtructions of his Holy Spirit of Truth; and if 
this becomes your concern, I fully believe that the 
Lord will bleſs you with enlightened minds to ſee, 
and willing hearts to give up all to the fire and 
ſword of his Word and Spirit, that your hearts may 
dune made tabernacles and temples in 
Which he Would take delight to dwell: For if the 
ſoul is chaſte in Love to God, and the eye of the 
mind ſingle to the inſtruction of the ſpirit of truth, 
the whole body will be full of Light: It is herein 
that the children of God are preſerved ſafe in their 
own ſecret ſteps before the Lord, and free from 
giving occaſion of ſtumbling to others.“ 


e am fully perſuaded there is a remnant amongſt 
vou, who feelingly know, that the living ſenſe of 
the preſence and power of God, in your meetings 
both for worſhip and diſcipline, is not plentifully 
enjoyed, but is at a low ebb: And it is in my mind 
to let you know what has appeared to me to be 
as one great reaſon, via. There are many profeſ s 
ſors of the truth amongſt you, who delight to be 
accounted of as friends in eſteem in the ſociety; 
Who have a ſmooth and fawning behaviour, Foe 
5 | . flats 
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fattering tongues, and do ſeek the love and friend- 


ſhip of ſuch who are friends of truth, for theit 
own honour and credit, and the reputation of ſelf. 
Dear Friends, of ſuch beware, for their friendſhip 
is poiſon, and their intimate fellowſhip, if eleaved 
unto, is benumbing, even to- infenſibility? And 
for want of a clehr diſcovery of that ſpirit; ſome 
of the tender and fincere hearted amongſt you 
Ea 22 25th Hohyn rs 0 

«© In whomſoever earthly mindedneſs prewails, 
or the love of the world and its friendſhip; there 
is a ſecret giving way to, and a gradual reconcilia- 
tion with its ſordid practices; and the eye that once 
ſaw in the true Light, becomes cloſed or dimmed, 
if not wholly blinded by the God of this world.” 

« Liberty is then taken by parents, and indul- 
gence is given to their children; which occaſions | 
pain and diſtreſs of heart to thoſe who have not 
_ doſt their ſight and feeling: But ſome, for fear of 
being rebuked and diſeſteemed by ſuch who have 
a ſenſe of them, will court their affe@ions; with 
which bait they have been taken, and ſo have been 
afraid to ſpeak their minds plainly leſt they ſhould 
offend, or drive them further from the ſociety; 
_ concluding there is a tender thing in them, becauſe 
they ſeem to love friends: And ſo many who might 
have made great progreſs have loſt ground, for 
want of ſpeaking truth to their neighbours; and 
thus the infection of pride, libertiniſm, and earthly 
mindedneſs has ſpread and prevailed, even to the 
hurt of ſome families, that were once exceedingly 
grid there © pin] ay; 
„ Wherefore, my dear Friends, fear God with 
a perfect heart, and in his Light watch over your 
own felves and your families: So ſhall your hearts 
be warmly influenced, and filled with holy zeal, 
and love to God and his Truth; in which you will 
be bold to act in your meetings for diſcipline, and 


in 
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in the power of God, which is the authority of the 
church, you will be able to judge thoſe who walk 
diſorderly; and being faithful therein, you will re- 
move the ſtumbling blocks, and roll away the re- 
proach which is — to the church.“ 

e Then would the Lord feed ſuch his faithful 
labourers with his Heavenly Bread, and honour 
them with his Life. giving, preſence and whether the 
<a would hear vr forbear; the Lord would 
begthe ſhield and exceeding great reward of his 
— and fill their hearts with praiſe to * name; 
n is en., fore ver and ever. 


Joris Saunen“ 


acts the ath of 
. the ath Month, 1754. 


| hat wa ia por an, and women's taetings 


: bikave before hinted, that in my travelling to the 
meetings in Wiltſhire, and attending the quarterly- 


meeting in the ſeventh month, Old Stile, 15 5, 1 


was ſtraitened to clear myſelf towards them, which 
beeaſioned me to leave them in pain of mind, but 
now having fent them this epiſtle I was made eaſy, 
believing they would read it, and fend copies there- 
. bf to their ſeveral monthly- meetings, which would 
de likely to be heard by more friends than if my 
concern had been delivered in the quarterly-meet- 
ing only; incloſing it to an innocent friend at Chip- 
penham, I defired him to deliver it to the'faid meet- 
ing, which 1 afterwards underſtood he did, and 
that friends had anſwered my requeſt. 
Nov feeling my mind rafy to leave London for a 

while, I went to Eſher in Surry, wus the next day 
at u large meeting at Kingſton on Thames, which 
was pretty open as to doctrine, the people ſeemed 
attentive and ſeveral much 1 ech there are but 
few friends here. N 1 

I then 
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I then viſited divers other meetings in Hamplhire 

; . — Berkſhire, being made thankful to the great 

author of all good, who had been with me in the 

urney under my indiſpoſition of body; coming to 
8 I met with many friends from dient 
parts of the nation in order to attend the yearly= = 
meeting, which began on the ſecond. day. of. the 
fixth- month, and continued ten days, being a very 
large and in the main a ſolid meeting; man x 
weighty affairs relating to our: ee ſociety were 

therein conſidered, it was then alſo ag reed, that in 

future this meeting ſhould begin wah. a meeting 
of miniſters, and elders, on the ſeyenth day of. the . 
week at the third hour in the-afternoon, that 98 | 
quiry might be made into the ſtate of the miniſt | 
in general, which I hope may be attended wi 
| 2 ſervice, hereafter. | | 
On the eleventh of the bxth ah and third , * 
= of the week; after the parting meeting I went 
from London to Margarets in Hertfordſhire, next 
day attended a yearly- meeting in Hentford which 
was very large. 
„The next day 1 accompanied ſeveral friends who 
were appointed to viſit a monthly- meeting, the 
members of which paid tithes, and contended for 
liberty ſo. to do without cenſure; we had a FA: 
ence. with them, in which the teſtimony of Truth 
being ſet over them for that time, they were taken 
and confounded. in their own arguments. 

After this I attended a general or yearly-meeting 
At Baldock, which was very large and fatisfatory, - - __ 
returning next morning to London, I was truly _ 

. thankful that I had been enabled to attend theſe . 
three meetings, enjoying great peace in my labougs ,. | » 
there, which lay heavy upon me; my gracious 
and good Maſter gave me wiſdom, boldneſs, and 
ſtrength to clear myſelf in the love and power o. 
. to the rngering of many, hearts; may L . 

172 * ever 


—— Iſle of Thanet, re 
— We "Re next day at Dover was pretty 
I was $i two meetings at Folk- 
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Feuer remember. his mereies to me, atid be enabled 
t leſs and praiſe his Holy nume, who is "worey 
| Tor er! 
. tinuing in afd near ber nee ten aue, 
7 1 went to à large ſatisfactory meeting at 


* 


ſter in Kent, where were ſeveral clergymen, 


who dehaved well; next day had a meeting at Loos 
in the bote ef Thomas Criſp with a few friends 


and divers others; then going to my friend William : 
Patterſons, wy Canterbury y, I was at their meeting in 


that town, and the day following had one on the 
Here are a Tow friendly peo- 


on firſt 
A > — which were * dull and heavy, tho” there are 

many friends in that place, amongſt whom I was 
: favoured with ſtrength to eaſe my mind. HDD 


I then viſited the Meetings at marſham, Ashford, Fl | 


Mriterdett, {to which friends of Colebrook caihe,) 


Gar adhnerſtreet, Lewis, Brightelmſtone,/Ifield, Horſ- - 
© ham, Shipley, Arundte, and Chicheſter, When nd. 
5 ing a concern to viſit the families of friends in this - 


city, 1 ſpent two days in the fervice and had fome 
"Cloſe exerciſe, tho* a good degree ef peace; I alſo 


Attended their two: meetings on firft day, Which 
were heavy and laborious; for tho” here are ſome 


tender people, yet the ſpirit of the world has brought 
à blaſt on ſeveral 3 ONT 

From hence 1 went to Goſport in Hampſhire 

2 here we had a meeting, alfo one in the evening 


at Portſmouth, Jn*- Griffith and Jerem. Waring 


being with me; then going to Southampton, went 


in a boat to Cowes. on the Ile of Wight, and the 
Sen after had a good meeting at Newport, likewiſe 


4 zone in the evening with the town's people, after 
another opportunity with friends, returned to Cowes 


Where 1 had another with a few. of our brethren, + 


. E ſo went back to ann and on firſt day the 
"gb Vo. 
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twenty-firſt ,of the ſeventh. month attended two 
tings. at Pool in Dorſetſhire, which were dull 
has gs 2 3 A worldly libertine ſpirit has brought 
a blaſt on many: Next day we had a meeting with 
a few friends at Weymouth, then at Bridport, truth 
ſeems at a low ebb in Dorſetſhire: The next meet- 
ing was at Ringwood in Hampſhire, which was 
dull; where the Re of Truth is not abode in, peo» 
ple will wither... The ſame evening we had a meets. 
ing to pretty good ſatisfaction at Fordingbridgez 
en one at Alton, at which place we had another 
very IE meeting, on firſt day, and that 
evgning at G almen ; Vt. next day had a meetin 
at Capel in Surry and in the evening at Darking; 
on the day following at Ryegate and in the evening 
at Croydon; from whence on fourth day morning 
the thirty-firſt of. the ſeventh month coming. again 
to LO for the laſt time, I ſpent eight days more 
9 5 e in that city. 
coming here from Albans, on the nine 
. N 5 the thi 1 month before mentioned, felt 
great fear to poſſeſs my mind, baving at ſundry 
times before ſpent about thirtecn weeks in that city, 
moſtly under a cloſe exerciſe of ſpirit, without an 
EN to ſay much in public or private to obtain 
relief ſo. that to go t hither ain appeared to 
me e entering into a OE altho' I was ſecretly 
Pd in ſpirit. to proceed; "but attending all the 
dai as they came in coutle, 1 felt a gradual 
and ſtrength to decare thoſe things, Which 
defore had been ſealed up, being now made ſenſible 
that every or — which the Lord is 
pleaſed to aa Haile to his ſervants, are not for im- 
mediate utterance; but the Lord who gives -judg- 
ment ſhould be carefully waited upon, who only 
can ſhew,, by the e Bede of würde rende light, 
the time "when, and by. the gentle putting forth of 
his arm of power, abilitates in the opening of his 


ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, which giveth tongue and utterance to ſpeak 
the word of Truth, in the demonſtration of the 
ſpirit and power, that openeth a door of entrance 
in the hearts of them who hear. ear Lord 
faid, For it is not ye that ſbeal, but the Spirit of your” 
or which ſpeaketh'in you, Mat. x. 20. 
ow as my ſervice opened and ſtrength increaſed, 
T was invited by ſome to their houſes to dine, who 
before looked on me with indifference; but now 
faid they ſhould be glad to ſee me there to be more 
acquainted; but as I felt on my firſt arrival in this 
city, a a ſecret prohibition from going much from 
- Houſe to houſe without inward leave, ſo now the 
fame reſtraint continued with me, left' by going 
to ſuch places I might ſomewhat contradi& by ex- 
ah the precepts which Truth had directed me 
to diliver in public, to wit, a life of ſelf-denial and 
temperance in eating and drinking, with a ſteady 
inward attention to the. teachings of the Spirit 
of Grace, in order to know an eſtabliſhment of 
heart thereby, as being the certain my of every 
follower of hriſt Jeſus Se Lard:* "i © 
Thus I think I have ſeen that there is great need 
to be exceedingly careful, when the To is pleaſed 
to reach unto and convict diſorderly walkers by in- 
ſtrumental means, that we do not leſſen the weight 
of Divine reproof, by being familiar with ſuch as if 
all was well; for they are apt to be fond of the in- 
ſtrument throug h whom they have been reached, 
and if by their fondling, they gain the efteem of 
ſuch a 2 5 it ſeems to . them before their 
wounds are ſearched to the bottom; ſo that T rather 
choſe retirement, and to live as private as I well 
could; now I alſo faw, that if I had fought many 
acquaintance, and thereby beheld the conduct and 
behaviour of ſome in their families, my way would 
got have been ſo open a as it bow was. e k 


U 


— 
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In many meetings the Love and Power of Truth 
was felt by the humble dependant children, whoſe 
es were fixed on their Heavenly Helper, and at 
ſome of the laſt in London, I had with an innocent 
boldneſs to appeal to friends to bear witneſs of the 
manner in which I had ſpent my time in that city; 
that I had not ſought to be popular, nor endeavour- 
ed to gain the praiſe of any, or the friendſhip of 
thoſe who were not the real friends of truth, keep- 
ing in a good degree under the innocency and ſim- 
plicity thereof; yet with a near affection I felt my 
ſpirit united to the children of the heavenly fa 
_ amongſt them; but had never ſought to ſteal their 
love From the great parent to whom they did be- 
long; my prayer and heart's defire having been, 
that there abode might be in the truth, and their 
uffections placed on God, and the whole delight of 
their hearts to meditate in his holy law; that if 
through me as an inſtrument they had received any 
benefit, the praiſe belonged to the Lord the only 
ſupreme good; and if in future they did but love, 
fel and ſerve him, it was little to me whether they . _ 
ever remembered that I had been amongſt them. 
Nevertheleſs a participation of the love of God by 
the members of the true church, has taught them 
to know the communion of ſaints, and the deeply 
engraven unity of the one ſpirit, which makes them 
as Epiſtles written in one another's hearts, . , 
time or diſtance can never eraſe. a | 
Having ſpent firſt and laſt in London bots taem 
ty three weeks, on the ninth day of the eighth 
month and ſixth of the week, aftet a ſolid meeti 
at Grace Church: ſtreet, I felt myſelf at liberty to 
ſet my face homewards; the ſame ſhip in which T 
came over, and the ſame captain Setphen Meſnard, 
being now ready to go for Philadelphia, I went 
that night to Graveſend. accompanied by about 
Tele friends, the next morning we went on board 


the 
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the. ſhip, where we had a precious uniting time, and 
then returned on ſhore to dine; after which my 
friend Samuel Fothergill and myſelf taking leave 
of our friends went on board again, and p 
down the Thames to Margaret Bay, near the Iſle 
Thanet; on firſt day the eleyenth we went to = 
Downs by Deal, tho“ very much indiſpoſed in body, 
Lenjoyed ſuch quietude of mind, that I was borne 
up, and preſerved from repining: Sanruel Fother- 
alt before mentioned, came over with me on a re- 
ligious viſit to friends in America; and during our 
paſſage, great nearneſs was between us; we held 
meetings conſtantly on the firſt and fifth days of 
the weck, and landed near Wilmington in New- 
' Caſtle County on Delaware on the twenty-fourth of 
the ninth month (1754) in the forenoon. 

My brother William Brown with our friend Jo- 
| fun Dixon from the county of Durham in Great 
Britain, who was coming over alſo on a religious 
viſit to friends in theſe colonies, having embarked 
in another ſhip, which failed ſome time before us, 
arrived like wiſe the ſame day, and quite unexpected 
to each other we met in this town to our mutual 
joy and ſatisfaction; from whence after dining, they 
with Samuel Fothergill proceeded up to Philadel- 
phia, and I went home that cwening, where I 0 
8 kind reception | 
In this viſit I was abſent from home four years 
and twelve days, having travelled. by land about 
nine thouſand one hundred miles, and attended 
about one thouſand meetings, beſides thoſe in Lon- 
don and Dublin, (in which cities I ſpent near half 
à year,) and viſited all the ene of We in 
— wack W GE © 3 1 / 
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Hi Ile the” Abe p eee rt Philat 
and Concord, The Tearly- meeting at Tala 
and Quarterly meering at Shrewſbury in News Fer 
55 —An Atcotnt f an Exerciſe attending hit mim 
relating to Wat and the Public Commotions.—A Con. 
| ". ference everal Friends thereon, with their AK 
© dreſs — 1 e Aﬀembly ly "of V Pennſylvania on the Sub. 
* Jett, an "Epiſtle 25 Friends in that Probinte 
OA "the Ay 1755. His attendance F the' gent 
Spring- meeting in Philadelphia in 1756, und Lem 
Account of the Caltmities of the Indian War in 
ſylvania. An Account of the” Yeatly- meering in 
Phttadelphia the ſame Tear. A Relation of 'a Viſtt 
007 Peter Gardner to Friends in Scotland. 25 
Account of an Indian Treaty at Eaſton in 1757. 
— Some Sentencer expreſſed in two of ie Peli 


| Te imonies. | | M7 


# ry 4 38 {ti 


UR Yearly-mecting fot i at Noniing 


ham was held in the week after I landed, 


and 1 was greatly rejoiĩced to ſee many oy my . 
friends and acquaintance there 

In the eleventh 'month following went up — * 
quarterly- meeting in Philadelphia, and r to 
ours at Concord, where alſo was Samuel Fothergill; 
it was a very large meeting, in which he was di- 
vinely opened in ſpeaking to the ſtate of friends in 
his public miniſtry, and ſerviceable in the diſcipline; 
he alſo attended our general-meeting in the ſame 
month at London- Grove, which was alſo large and 
profitable, then went towards Lancaſter on his 'w 
to the Southern Provinees. BR 

I ſpent this winter moſtly at and near 8954 at 
times attending ſome neighbouring mektings, until 


towards the ſpring I took a ſmall journey to ſeven | 
or eight others. 


* "y * oy 
* K * 2 a "4 * 7 o 0 9 
p Mes 7 


bB Ti LIFE ANpÜο TRAVELS 
During my late travels in Europe, beholding the 
declenſion of many of the profeſſors of truth from 
the ancient ſimplicity in habit and deportment, I 
ſometimes was ready to cry out and ſay, O Penn- 
ſylvania! may thine inhabitants be for ever ſtrangers - 
to the vanities of the world, and the profeſſors 
ck truth keep their garments clean from the ſpots 
thercof, pride and ſuperfluity of every kind; but 
now. with ſorrow. of heart, I thought I beheld ma- 
ny of the youth, in our ſociety taking their flight as 
into the air, where the ſnares. of the prince of the 
ower thereof are laid to catch them, ſome of whom 
being already ſo much enſnared to their unſpeaka- 
ble hurt, I knew them not other wiſe than by their 
natural features and a family reſemblance, their 
demeanour and habit being ſo exceedingly altered 
An a little more than four years; yet to my comfort 
eee ee eee 
eſcaped: the wiles of ſatan and were growing in 
the Truth. bo nds Bt DINED 
In the fourth month (1755) I attended the gene- 
1 ral annual- meeting at Duck-Creek, alſo meetings 
uu | Little-Creek. and George's-Creek, the laſt of 
Wich was, more open than I expected, ſeveral of 
other ſocieties being there, who behaved orderly; 
after which I ſpent moſt of the ſummer at home, 
diligently attending our meetings for worſhip and 
diſcipline, and had to obſerve that the general part 
of the members of our meeting, were for ſome- 
time remarkable in their care to come together near 
the hour appointed, and we had ſome precious op- 
portunities, many of which were held in ſilence, 
Wherein I often ſaw it to be a time of renewed vi- 
ſtation to many, which if not carefully improved, 
would not be continued very long; but that a more 
Frying ſeaſon would cvertake us, (of which I was 
ſometimes led to ſpeak as truth opened) wherein the 
door of outward miniſtry would be more cloſed up, 
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truth, and; manifeſt what”they' at 
fot. whether to wait upon God 
Bread, or on man for outward 27; I. : 
In the ninth month Þ attended —. rly-meetin ng $ 
in Philadelphia, which Was large Fo wher 
in many weighty matters Aae unde er "cone: Foy 
on were 7 4c ev to ſatisfe * 
. feeling ſenſe of che erde 
wat rien 8 
8 d ee ul) eee Ok | 
In the deneh mou att ded Shrewſbury quar= e 
torly· meeting in Eaſt. Jerſey, at which alſo — — 3 
friends John Bvans and'Joſe x White, it Was! 2 
the fittings thereof being favoured with a ree 
the Divine preſrnce; w alſo attended tlie monthly 
meeting there and had forte ſervice" friends w 
encouraged to deal with ſuch who were diforderly. 
in conduct, there having been ſome flackneſs am among 
them in that reſpect. 70 re 
As the ſound of war 2 public: udo 
had now entered the borders of theſe heretofor 7 2 
peaceful provinces,” ſome ſolid thoughts attendek 
my mind at Shrewſbury, re tlie nature f 
giving money for the King's uſe, knowing the fame 
to be intended for the carrying on of var. John 
Evans accompanying me homewards, we took bree 
meetings in our bay the laſt being at Eveſham, at 
which place I told him that _ felt an engagement — 4 
mind to go to Philadelphia, and he conſented: ti 
with me; when we came to the city the' Aſſe mb 
of Pennſylvania being fitting, we underſtood that * 
Committee of the Heuſe Was appointed to prepare 
a bill, for ing a ſum of money for the King 
uſe to be iſſued in paper bills of credit, to be cal ed 
in and funk at ai {tated time by à tu on the inia·- 
bitants, on which account ſeveral friends were'un-' 
der a cloſe exerciſe of 3 Tome ef mn being. 
15F . | "Rom = 
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bea together, and conferring on the ſub- 
ct, concluded it was expedient to requeſt a con- 
= —— with thoſe, members of the Houſe Who 
Vere of our religious profeſſion; on applying to the 
Speaker, who, was one himſelf, we obtained an 6 
portunity of converſing with them, aſter mich, 
we believed that an Addreſs to the Aſſembly would 
ds neceſſary; but we then being only few in num- 
conſulted with ſeveral weighty friends thereon, 
vere ON -upwards-.of twenty met together, who 
9 5 folidly conſidering the matter before us, were 
all of opinion that an, Addreſs to the Aſſembly 
would be proper and neceſſary; | whereupon one 
Was drawn, up, which, being conſidered, agreed to 
and ſigned by all of us, we went together to the 
Heuſe, and preſenting it to the Speaker, it was 


read while we were Ame 3 copy: e hare | 
On vir. , WW | 
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E the —.— rntatives 1 of the i eden of the _ 
ince of Fennſyh nia, in General. LAI 
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ſaid Brvinors on wow nr 1 nnen 
a one d others... OSes fo dhe 7 __ 7 ie bi 
ag! | 
5 H E Conſideration of thei: ld whicly 
have lately been purſued, and are now 
| propoled,. having been weightily impreſſed on our 
Did we apprehend. that we ſhould fall ſhort of 
. our duty to you, to ourſelves, and to our brethren 
in in relig ious fellowſhip, if we did not in this man- 
ner —— you, that although we ſhall at all times 
| heartily and freely contribute, according to out cir- 
nces, either hy the payment of Taxes, or in 


ſuch other manner as may be judged neceſſary, 


towards the exigencies of Government, and ſin- 
n deüre a der care * be taken, and pro- 


CK 
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per funds provided, for raifing money to cultivate. 
our friendſhip with our Indian neighbours; and to 
ſupport ſuch of our fellow ſubjects, who are or may 
be in diſtreſs, and for ſuch other like benevolent 
purpoſes: ' Yet as the . . money, and 
putting them into the hands of committees, who may 
apply them to purpoſes inconſiſtent with the peace- 
able Teſtimony” we profeſs, and have born to the 
world, appears to us in its conſequences, to be de- 
ſtructive of our religious liberties; we apprehend 
many among us, will be under the neceſſity of ſuf. 
fering, rather than conſenting thereto, by the pay- 
ment of a tax for ſuch purpoſes; and thus the 
fundamental part of our eonſtitution may be effen- 
tially affected; and that free enjoyment of liberty 
of conſcience, for the ſake of which our forefa- 
thers left their native country, and ſettled this then 
a wilderneſs, by degrees be violated?*' 
We {ſincerely aſſure you, we have no temporal 
motives for thus addreſſing you; and could we have 
preſerved peace in our on minds, and with each 
other, we ſhould have declined. it; being unwilling 
to give you any unneceſſary trouble, and deepl7 
ſenſible of your difficulty in diſcharging the tr 
committed to you, irreproachable in theſe perileus 
times; which hath engaged our fervent deſires, 
that the immediate inſtructions of Supreme wiſdom; 
may influence your minds; and that being pre- 
ſerved in a ſteady attention thereto, you may be 
enabled to ſecure peace and tranquillity to your- 

ſelves, and thoſe you repreſent, by purſuing mea- 
ſures conſiſtent with our peaceable principles; and 
then we truſt we may continue humbly to confide 
in the protection of that Almighty Power, whoſe 
providence has heretofore been as walls and buk 
warks round about us. 
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ah Bill was however brought gay the Committee 

of the Aſſembly, and a Law enaRed for granting a 
large ſum of money propoſed Ae funk, or ealled 

in dy a general tax. - nx tor: 1 1 20 
When this ſervice before ms was ren, which 
I, apprebended it my duty to be concerned in, I re- 
turned home; but a cloſe exerciſe remained on = 

as well as on the minds of divers other friends, on 
— of the law now paſſed; and as care had 
een taken to apprize the Aſſemby of the. ſolid 
atiments of friends thereon, that we apprehended 
our charter reſpecting liberty of conſcience would 
thereby be affected, therefore a large committer 
of the yearly- meeting, which had been appointed 
to viſit the quarterly, and monthly- meetings, tet 
at Philadelphia in the twelfth month, had a con- 
ference thereon, together with another committee 
nominated to correſpond with the meeting for ſuf. 
ferings in London; and after ſeveral ſolid opportu- 
nities of waiting on the Lord to be rightly inſtruct- 
17 oh which being favoured with - —— 
0 zownings of truth, many friends thought 
they could not be clear as faithful watchmen, with⸗ 


wut communicating to their brethren, their mind 


and judgment concerning the payment of ſuch a 

tax; for which purpoſe an Epiſtle was prepared, 

canfdered.. agreed to, and ſigned by twenty une 
1ends, copies thereof were coneluded to be com. 

municated to. OR Ma We ago W as . 

| Lows, Viz. p wy | 


Un Epiora: of render Love and Content Friends . 
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E falute you in a freſh and renewed ſenſe 
of our Heavenly Father's Love, which 


bath og: overſhadowed \ us in ſeveral — 
an 


\s 
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and ſolid conferences we Hüve had together; wich 
| other friends, upon the prefent ſituntien f 
te affairs of the ſocicty in this Province; aud in 2 
that love, we find (our ſpirits engaged to Acquaite 
ber that under a ſolid exerciſe of mind to feek 
council und ditection, from the High Prieſt of 
our "profeſſion, who is the 'Prinde''6f Peace: We 
| believe he Hath refiewedly favoured us with firotg | - 
and lively evidences, that in his due and appointed © 
time, the day which hath dawned in theſe latter 
ages, foretold by the Prophet, wherein fwords 
ſhould be beaten into plough-ſhares, and ſpears 
into pruning-Hocks, ans loriouſly rife higher and 
higher; aa the Spirit of the Goſpel, which teaches - 
to love enemies, prevail to that degree, that "the 
art of war ſhall be no more learned. And that it 
is 3 to exalt this bleſſed day, in this 
e, if in the depth of homility we re 
4 ſtructions, and obey his voice: And deftly F 
wm apprehenſtve, that the large — grante 1 
ne = — Act of Afﬀendbly forthe King uſe, is ; 
y intentled for Paldeler inconfiſtent with 
ref Move reſtimony ; bu tifoter think, . 
is we cannot be eoticerntd in Wars and fightings 
1 neither *ought we to Thntribiite thereto, by pay- © 
ing che tax dſrected by'the'faid act, though ſuffer. = 
Ing de the eolifctiiote of bur tefufal, Which we 
hope to be enabled to bear Wich tience. Ant 
though ſome part of the money to be raiſed by the 
faid act, is ſaid to be for ſuch Peer d | 
as ſuppor ting our friendſhip with our Indian nei i 
bours, and telieving the ſtreſſes bf dur fello SO 
fubjects, who have fager in the preſent alan. " 
es, Hor bahn bür Bestes ate deep fend, % 
we UfcAinately, and Wich bowels of tenderneſs, 
mpathize with them therein; and we could moſt 
ffully conttibute to thoſte pu pole, if they were 


not fo · mixed, that we cannot in the manner pro- 


poſed, ſhew our hegrty:concutrefice therewith;/with. 
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out at. the ſame time aſſenting to, or allowing our- 
felves: in [io which. we apprehend, contrary- 
to the teſtimony; which the Lord een us to 
bear, for his name and truth's ſake. 
And having the health and proſpecity of the ſox | 
ciety at heart, we carneſtly exhort friends to wait 
the appearing. of the true Light, and ſtand in 
council of God, that we may know him to be 
the Rock of Salvation, and place of our Refuge 
forever. And beware of the ſpirit of the world, 
that is unſtable, and often draws into dark and ti- 
morous reaſonings; leſt the god thereof ſhould be 
ſuffered to blind the eye of the mind: And ſuch, 
not knowing the ſure Foundation, the Rock of 
Ages, may partake of the terrors and fears, that 
are not known to the inhabitants of that place, 
where the ſheep. and lambs of Chriſt | ever had a 
niet habitation, which a remnant have to ſay, ta 
wy praiſe of his name, they have been blefled "RT 
a meaſure of, in this day of diſtreſs. 
And as our fidelity to the preſent rament, | 
ad our willingly. paying all taxes for qurp 
which do not interfere with our confiend® 2 
juſtly exempt us from the imputation of e 2 
be we earneſtly deſire. that all who by a deep and 
5 direction from the Holy Spirit, 
: In or ſhall be convinced that he calls us as a people 
to this teſtimony, may dwell under the guidance of 
the ſame Divine Spirit, and manifeſt by the megk. 
neſs and humility of their canverſation, that they 
are really under that influence; and therein may 
know true fortitude and patience to bear that, and 
every other teſtimony. committed to them, faithfully 
and uniformly: And that all friends may know 
their ſpirits cloathed and covered with true charity, 
the bond of Chriſtian fellowſhip, wherein we, again, 
tenderly ſalute - you, and remain * and 
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21 the” Year 1796 I attended our” erp: 
N in Philadelphia, at WR WE cbm. 
on dear friends Samuel Fothergill” and 
| Eat * Fayton from Great Britam; ai? a 2 
Umpliniion® Mary Peaſley from trelagd, 408d i "mn 
1 etlifying mectiln g; 
The In nts 2 5 Dkr ſeveral Houſes off ths 
Toners bf this” Erbe Allo at Gnadenftten in 
Northampton 'County; and märdered and ſcalp 
ſome of the Inkabitants; at the tite of this racer: 
ing two or three of the dead bodies were brot gh 
to Philadelphia in a waggon, With an intent 38 By 
ſuppoſed 'to animate the people to unite itt prepata- 
tions of wat to take venigeanee.on the Indians; and 
deſtroy them: They were carried along ſevelat'sf = 
the ſtreets,” many people following; curſing tlie In- 
dians, alſo the Quakers becauſe tliey would. not The” ehe 
in war for deſtruction of the Ke A bt 
of the dead bodies and the outery of die be 
were very afflicting and ſhocking to me: I Ang 
at the door of a' friend's; houſe as they paſſe 
along, my mind was humbled and turned much 
inward when I was made ſecretly to ery ; hat will 
become f | Pennſylvania? for it felt to me that many 
did not confider, | that the ſins of the inhabitants, 
pride, protane ſwearing, drunkenneſs with other 
wiekedneſs were the cauſe, that the Lord had fuf- 
fered this calamĩity and ſcourge to come upon them; 
the weight of my exerciſe increaſing as I walked 
along the ſtreet; at length it was ſaid in my ſo 
This Land is pollued with blood, and in the day 
inquiſition for blood, it voii not only be required bt 
the frontiers and borders, but even in ibis plact 
where theſe bodies are 'now ſeen. I ſaid within myſelf, 
„ How can this be? ſince this has been a land of 
peace; and as yet not much concerned in war;: Put 
as it were in a moment mine eyes turned to the caſe 
of the * enſlaved Negroes: And however light 
28 a mat- 
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A ee eee eee m 
= look upap. the purchaſing, ſelling; © las 


e; e in lavery, it the 
Bn et and, the, ſhed 5 my 
in 50 1 N 
blood, which is often 24 gaſe, — — . 


people are pf have been captivated and; brqught 
| $ * for layes;) The: fam fame day, I wentiy6; Pine-Rreet 
| ds under an exerciſing maurnful ſtate of mind, 
8 * 1 5 he I 1 q. be e e We peer 
| attended Que Quiarterly-waeeriog: 0 Comeont'is 

& fifth, month, and WER a fe days after ent to th 
Fearhy-mesting at Weſt⸗Rixer in Maryland, which 
Wag, large and in a good degree ſatisfactory, then 
going ta megtings at Hezring-Creek, and the Cliſts, 
| ung i ipllowing firſt day to West- River, 
had a. n= "APROGUNIGY to clear myſelf 
towards anne that place; being concerned on 
ggunt of ſeyeral of the elders, who; did not con- 


5 


o examplary ag they ought before the youth, 
: leſt b relieved in my mind; from thenes! I 
7 e ome, taking ſeveral, meetings in my wap. 
the! ninth; month L yas at our vearly- meeting 
| $: canſylyania and. New-Jerſey, held this ear ak 
gtog, Which Was large and edifying; many 
hity matters being in much brotherly love re- 
By ſatisfaction, our friend Thomas Gawthrop 
Sen Britaio was there, in the time ther- 
gur warthy: friend 4 hrother John Eyans gf 
1 * gn o this life; Thomas and I went | 
& Jens. the og. which ſolemn occafiqn, 
N a ſeaforable opportunity to remind a large 
of people of their 24 ae aud [bought 
Ho a folid ane 
Being one of the committee e ip the 
yearly-mecting- to vißit the quarterly and montlily- 
_ W eure ful in aticading' on that ſervice, 
ER 4 BEE... 
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as, Way, Was opened in company with other friends, | 


ag likewiſe our meeting for luleriogy, this year 
eſtabliſhed, which 1s held monthly in 2 
frequently «taking wardpage 0 my way gig an 
returning. Nea Hess 

AIngthe. Spring. 2 the . ende, ated 
our e of ar and elders held 
at;Philadelph la. eln 

Haying often remembered. a a remarkable account 
given me. when in England by our ancient worthy 

John weben r as, it made ſome im- 

preſſion on my mind I committed to w. ting, and 
now reviving think it is worthy. to be preſerved, 
being nearly as follows, tho I was not particular 
in regard to the time of the occurtence, ix. 

Peter Gardner, à Friend who lived in Eſſex, 


had a concern to viſit: friends in Scotland; but 


being low in circumſtances, and having a wite and 
ſeyeral children, was under diſcouragement about 
it: The Lord in mercy. condeſcended to remove 
his doubts, by letting him know he would Lal with 
him, and though he had no horſe. to — and was 
but a weakly man, yet he would give him ſtrength 
to perform the journey, and ſuſtain him ſo that he 
ſhould not want for what was ſufficient. And having 
faith, he laid his concern, before the monthly-mect- 
ing he ; belonged. to, with, reed e and 
friends concurring with him thereinz, he took. bis 
journey along the Eaſt-ide of the Nation, through 
Norfolk, . — Vorkſhire, and coming 
to a weck day meeting at Bridlington where John 
Richardſon then — he lodged a his houſe. In 

the evening the, doors being ſh Þ eter aſked him 
if By : friend Rev Oy that * (pointing, with his 


towards the ſea, 
which as. *. r ay 6 thence; he faid he believed 


be mut go and ſee ſomebody that way in the morn- 
489 Dit Tat 1 372 is A 42 5 6 tui 22 iet ing, 
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John aſked him # He Thould go with him? he 
| a 15 beheved it would not be beſt, aud ſp ent 
o bei 

F © In the brit when John's wite Lad fe ere 
f Fiend wa „he thought he would go and fee if che 
was well, but found the bed empty, and that 
he 1 gone, ut Which John Richardſon wondred; 
dut ſoon after Peter came in, to whom John ſaid, 
Thou haſt taken a morning walk, come to break - 
faſt: And before they had done eating, a friend 


Gardner the 'Qui 280 or Farbe (the way that Peter 


& to 6ver n 8 came in, and faid, 
er at thee John, to fend this man with fuch 
a metfage to my houſe, and related as follows, 
viz, That he came to him as he was ſtanding at the 
_ Fiſh market. P ace, looking on the fea, to obſerve 
e wind, That he aſked him if he would walk into 
is hone? to Wien Peter anſwered that he came 
for that (chis was in the twilight of the 
morning,) that ned he went into the houſe, he 
'enquired whether his wiſe was well, to which the 
man anſwered; that ſhe' was ſick in bed, and in- 
vited 90 to go in and Tee her; he faid he came fo 
to do: being conducted into the chamber 
where the ſick woman was, he fat down by her; 
and after à ſhort time told her, the will and refig- 
nation of her mind was accepted inftead of the 
deed, and that the was excuſed from the journey 
which had been before her, and ſhould die in peace 
with God and men: Then turning to the man (her 
"huſbarid) he faid, Thy wife had a concern to viſit 
the churches in another country beyond the ſea, 
24 Vit thou wouldſt not give her e ſo the ſhall be 


* taken from thee; and behold, the Lord's hand is 


againit cher, and thou ſpalt be blaſted in whatſo- 
der thou Abeſt, and reduced to want thy bread. 
80 the man ſeemed angry with John Richardſon, 
** ſaid to him, © be itil, and weigh the _ 

| or 
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for, I knew not of the friend's; going to thy houſe ; 
but thought he was, and did not ix fortn him 
0 wen 905 ;thy; ane W bich 1 — went Way. 


0 115 pur rlucd. 1 75 0 Flag 0 
Richardſon.,; Fignd e g W 

to en goes hagk 0 0 he re 
not. Jet n Joo Wah him,) he. kept be karg 
he full a as Fund to ride; and When 
th had 47 5 A be a graun 
of them, and 1 ed; with ad mira, 
FH for. 0 go ich mor e and eaſe, 
man before; 


ou tt cyer 
Fig FE 84 = 112 orenake Yin 1 * habe e ber 
held A. fl * cloud ** my net is 
head; when he. Fan e 
hou doeſt travel very A Pac re 
r. told me before 1 8 Nou 


me «hands feet, ad le A8 
hen they, cams in " at mens: | Peter 


aid, take 1 a houſe if there 91 
there; John 18 plied, F wil take thee to the plac 
where I lodg 1 A eaſy there, I will 
o until we To a place it may be: So Jo 
ichardſon, togk him to Ris lodgi 1555 and juſt as 
they entered the door, they Rane] ome 1 O u 
ſtairs, and anon the 7 0 — friend af the hauſe 
coming down with aan hour hers jnyited them 
to. fit down; and in a mort tim eter 15 . 


is light and darkneſs, in th n hou 
e Fs 5 1 got hen 55 15 
who haſt, thou 
=. he 00 _ 1 


ment, came and 
10 


— — dr A — 5 0 


of che ad ut abe were near Wes one 
thor | houſe, 


* 7 
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houſe, Peter "ſtopped; aid faid, my Maſjet- 5 
- there, I will not 74 ſo th At a\ he 


Next 2 at parting, John Reben ak fg 


- him how he was prepared for money 8 bf 
5 journey Was 1 6 to whom Nr anfwere 

have enough; my Maſter told me 1 ſhould 885 
want, and 1 1 a Z's of bread, and ſome water 
from a hrook refreſhes me ar möcht Ss à ſet Meir at 

table: But Ia infiſted to ſe dow much mone 
de had, Which was but two Halficrowns; uf 
which fohn took 4 handfull of ſmall pieces out of 
his pocket, and forced Peter to take them, telling 
him it was as free to hiny às his Own, for'fo"t 
Tord had my! it into his heart; thus th &y parted, 
John and other friend returnin home. Amt 
In about two weeks afterwa s the man's wit 
We mentioned) i died, as Peter had 1 

at time, the fame man had thiree Hips at ſea, 
fon was maſter of one, a fecond ſon was on 90210 
another, and in their voyages they were all wreck- 
_ed'or foundered and th their cargbes chiefly loſt ; his 
two ſons and ſeveral of the hands being grow ned: 
The man fobn after broke and could not pay his 
debts, but came to want bread” before he Gel, 
though he had been in good circumſtances, if not 
very Rich. who; 1 N 
& John Richardſon further ſaid, That after ſome 
time he heard Peter Gardner was Read in Cumber: ! 
land, on his return from Scotland, and being at- 
rached to him in near affeQion, he went to enquire 
how he ended.“ N 
6. John Bowſteada noted friend near Carliſle gave 
Aim an account that Peter had been 1 Scot- 
land, and came to Catliſſe, and the ſmall pox being 
there, he 1 5 the infection very wuadenty 400 | 
i Wich it: 8 Bovſtead went juſt as the 8k. 
Was cotning out on him, and tobck him to his tibuſe, . 
By: never” che Sur A but ſwelled him very 


may 
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müch, ſo that he was blind, and died abdut the 
| ſeventl d / "was quite ſenfible to the laſt, and 
knew the ates of ' thoſe! who came to ſee birne He 
had enough to pay his funeral charges “““ 
On the tweltth' of the ſeventh month this year 
1 left home, in order to attend a treaty to be held 
between the Indians and our Government lat Eaſton 
in Northampton County; and proceeded to Fhila- 
delphia, where I was preſent at ſeveral conterences 
with friends, the 4 — having declared his diſ- 
like to their attendance at that treaty; or theit di- 
ſti uiſhing themſelves by giving the Indians any 
+> — the reſult was, that as mutual tokens of 
We rere of antient friendſhip had paſſed between 
them and the Indians, with a veiw to promote à 
genetab peace; it would be of bad conſequence _ 
now to negle& or decline attending on this imports 
ant occaſion; tho" it was judged neceſſary for frierids 
to àck with rea caution. We therefore ſet for · 
Würd, and taking a meeting at Gwynnedd in the 
way, reached n on fourth day the twenty-firſt 
of the month, the Governor being got there about 
two hours before us * n not enter on buſineſs 
that day. rn $3 DT e bd wolln or ͥ%nn 37 
Many ende from Philadelphia and other! parts 
being re collected, e held a meeting on fiftn 
day which was low and dull; things appearing very 
dark; in the afternoon the Indians with Teedyuſ⸗- 
cung their King, or chief man, went to the Go- 
vernor and or the ſincerity of their intentions 
to promote the good work of peace, when he de- 
livered ſeveral ſtrings and belts of wampum, in 
order to certify the fan power and authority given 
to 8 for that purpoſe, who alſo Jefired 
that as things had heretofore been miſunderſtood 
or forgotten; he might have the liberty to chooſe a 


clerk to take the minutes of the tranſactions at this 


treaty on behalf of the Indians; which was put off 
| Þy the Governor at that time, 
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Next morning Teedyuſcung renewed the ſame - 
tequeſt, but was again put by: Then the Indians 
began to be very uncaſy, from an apprehenſion that 
ſome people from the Jerſey fide of the river were 
likely to riſe, with a deſign to deſtroy them; but on 

Zoing to converſe with them, and giving them ſome 
pipes and tobacco, which they were told was 2 
preſent from friends, they became more quiet, and 
ſeemingly pacified} this day and the next there was 
Uttle bufineſs do neee. | 


* 


On firſt day the twenty - fourth of the month, 
friends held a public meeting in the Treaty- booth 
to ꝓretty good ſatisfattion, to which à great num- 
* ber of people came, two friends having acceptable 
= fervicethereing in the afternoon friends met again; 
bdut chere ſeemed ſo great a cloud over the meeting, 
by rpaſon of a raw careleſs ſpirit prevailing over the 
minds of the people, ag though there was no God, 
naotwithſtandling his judgments are ſo conſpicuous, 
oſpecially in theſe parts of the country, that life 
Aid not ariſe in this meeting, about ſunſet this even- 
| : ing we hard that the Mohawk Indians had re- 
gqaueſtod to have a fire made to dane round, which 
1 the governor allowed, as he had the evening before 
to the Delawares; with both which we were very 
uneaſy, as the tendency thereof was to make the 
Indians drunk; but no endeavours of ours could 
n e n 1h e a icaltgh 
On ſecond day morning the Governor agreed to 
allow the Indian King to chooſe himſelf a clerk, 
which he did, and about one o'clock that day the 
treaty was firſt opened in public, when Teedyuſ- 
cung was deſired fully to inform with an open 
heart, wherein he apprehended the Indians had 
been defrauded by the Proprietaries, to which he 
_ anſ{wered-that he would to-morrow; but they mult 
firſt clean up the blood, (as he expreſſed it) and 
dury the dead bodies: Next day being again * 
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the King faid, „that according to his word, he 
had now met ſome of the ſeveral nations to do 
what they could for fettling peace; but now in the 

firſt place he had ſeen, and conſidered the black 
cloud that hung over the land, the blood and bodies 
of the Who bad ſuffered, and then ſaid; 
I have gathered up the ſtained leaves, the blood 

and dead n and looked round about, when 
all ſeemed terrible, that 1 could find no place to 
ide them; bur looking up, 1 ſaw the great and 
; 2 Spirit above; let us heartily join in prayer to 
him, that he may give us power to bury all theſe 

things out of our fight, that neither the evil ſpirit, 
nor any wicked perſon may ever be able to-raife 
them; that we may love like brethren, -and the 


ſun may ſhine clear upon us, that wo, our wines, 


our young men and children may rejoice in a laſting 
2 that we may eat the fruits of the earth, a 
2 do us good, ſo that we may enjoy peace 
in 1 * thine and at night lay down and fleep 
in it.“ Gare a belt of ſeventeen rows of wampum. 
By another belt he told the Governor, that he 
took him by one hand, and the five nations of In- 
dians/and their allies took him by the other, there- 
fore ſaid he, let us all ſtand as one man, with one 
heart and one mind, and join in this good work of 
peace. When we intend to lift or remove 2 great 
weight, we muſt be ſtrong, if all do not exert 
themſelves we can never do it; but if all heart 
join, it is eaſy to remove it, our forefathers did not 
proceed right when they met together, they looked 
at the earth and things prefent, which will ſoon paſs 
out of our ſight; but did not look forward to the 
good of poſterity, Let us fet out right, and do 
better than they did, that a peace may de WG 
which may laſt 5 our children. 
He next acquainted the Governor, that one of 
8 the meſſengers who had gone on a late meflage 
to 
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to the Indians a far off, (meaning Moſes Tatamy's 
ſon) was ſhot on his return by One of our young 
men, and lay in a dangerous condition; and by a 
ſtring of wampum inſiſted, that if he died, the 
other [{hauld be tried by our law, and ſuffer death 
alſo; and that ſome of their people ſhould; be pre- 
ſent, to be able to inform the other nations of In- 
diaus of the juſtice: done. He alſo revived the an- 
cient agreement, that if any, of them ſhould commit 
the like offence, the criminal ſhould be delivered 
up to be tried according to our laws, and ſuffer 
death in the ſame manner. oe ob no 
On fourth day there was no public treaty, things 
ſeemed in much confuſion and very dull; but friends 
kept quiet; the next day I found myſelf much indiſ- 

| ed, and therefore thought it beſt to leave Eaſton 
before the treaty ended; but before J left it friends 
had a ſolemn opportunity together, at which time 
I thought I ſaw, that the working of the dark 
revengetul ſpirit, which oppoſed the meaſures of 
peace, was one reaſon why friends were ſo: baptized 

into diſtreſs. and ſuffering, of which I made ſome + 
mention to friends, and that if they kept quiet, the 
clouds as to them would ſomewhat break away; 
Daniel Stanton had a ſolemn time in ſupplication. 
After this meeting taking leave of friends, I rode 

to Richland, and tho' my diſtemper increaſed and 
I was very ill, I purſued my journey the next day, 
and the day following reached Philadelphia, where 
J was carefully attended through a time of tedious 
and cloſe affliction, my dear wife coming to me in 
my illneſs was alſo taken with the ſame diſorder, 

that we were not able to move homewards until the 
twenty⸗-third of the eighth month, but through the 
goodneſs of kind providence in ſupporting, us, got 
to our own habitation the next day in the evening, 
where after about a week's ſtay 1 ſet out again to 

attend the meeting, for ſufferings in Triade, 
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and tho' very weak, got there, after tarrying part 
of; three days in town, went forward in order to 
attend the monthly- meetings in Bucks. County, of 
which I had a view: while I lay fick, when t ap- 
peared! to me the way to recover my ſtrength was 
to be faithful to every d of duty; according- 
ly in company with ſeveral other friends appointed - 
by the yearly- meeting, I viſited the ſeveral monthly 
meetings in that county, in ſome of which a good 
degree of the Divine preſence being felt, was cauſe 
of thank fulneſs; tho? at one of them we had ſome 
remarkable cloſe word, both in the time of ern, 2 
and diſcipline. { 2 
- Returning to Philadelphia I Perssiged myſelf 
much recovered, ſpent five days there attending 
meetings as they came in courſe; and then went to 
Newtown” meeting in Cheſter County, which was 
ſmall; there being an evident ſlackneſs of attending 
week day meetings; from thence I went to Uweh« . 
lan, to the marriage of William Trimble and Phebe 
Thomas, which was a good meeting, where I met 
my dear wife on her way to the yearly-meeting at 
Philadelphia; and after attending a meeting at Mer- 
rion, we went into the city the next evening; ou. 
friends Thomas Gawthrop, Samuel Spavold, Wil- 
liam Reckitt and others from Great Britain, alſo 
Thomas Nicholſon from North-Carolina, were at 
this yearly-mecting, which was large and ſatisfacto- 
n from the ſeventeenth to the "OO: b. 
Sant of the ninth. month, 1757. : 
Here I may note, that before I left home: to at 5 
tend the late Indian treaty at Eaſton: In my fleep 1 
thought I was riding Eaſtward in the twilighty and 
ſaw a light before me towards ſun-rifirig, which did | 
not appear to be a common light, but Gon obfervek KF 
the appearance of ſomething therein, whereat the .- 
beaſt that I rode was much affrighted and would i 
have ran from it, which&-koew:woukbbic in un) i 
. abu * B b . for 
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£14 I felt my mind in this meeting remarkably 
drawn from outward obſervation, and was com- 
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for I took it to be an Angel, whoſe motion was as 
ſwift as thought, ſo rather ſtopt and reined in my 
beaſt towards it; it was encompaſſed with a bright - 


neſs like a rainbow, with a large looſe garment of 


the ſame colour down to the feet; it rather ſeemed 


to move even along than to walk, and then ſtood 


ſtill in the midſt of many curious ſtacks of corn; 


it was of a human form about ſeven feet high (as I 
thought, ) and ſmiling on me, aſked where I was go- 
ing; I ſaid towards yonder building, which I thought 


Was an elegant one directly before me; it ſeemed 
to approve. my way and. vaniſhed upwards. Then 


I awakened and had particularly to remember the 


complexion of this angelic apparition, which was 


not much different from one of the Indians clean 


- waſhed from his greaſe and filth; remembering my 
dream very freſh, when I had ſeen the Indians at 


the treaty, and had heard ſome matters remarkably 
ſpoken by ſome particulars of them, I was made 


do believe it was not unreaſonable to conclude; that 
the Lord was in them by his good Spirit, and that 
all colours were equal to him, who gave life and 
being to all mankind; we ſhould therefore be care- 


full to examine deeper than the outward appearance, 


with a tender regard to ſtation and education, if 
© we deſire to be preſerved from error in judgment. 


We following Sentences being delivered in tuo of 
bis public te/timonies, were ſoon after committed to 
writing by a friend who was preſent, and appearing 


worthy to be further preſerved are now. communicated, 
1 pry "4 "YL TEYTY TICS83-1 3 I Fort 
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In a firſt. day meeting at, Eaſt Nottingham the 
; nineteenth 15 twelfth month 1756, he expreſſed 
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Then, a voice was uttered? in me attended (a 
thought) with Divine authority thus, I will *bow - 
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% manded to center in deep and awfub ſilence, 
«wherein there was ſuch à flowing of good will 
<« to mankind, as is ſcarcely to be uttered by tongue; 

but thus centering with diligent attention, I 
thought I felt a ſtrong power of darkneſs and 
55. ſtupid; ignorance, ſeemingly combined to make 
War againſt this ſolemn attention of mind; yet 
6. after patiently waiting ſome time, to my comfort 
1 felt a ſecret victory, and the darkneſs vaniſhed: 


<. the inhabitants of the earth, and particularly of 
“ this land, and I will make them fear and reverence 
„me, either in mercy or in judgment ; hereupon a 
6. proſpe& immediately opened to my view of 4 
% day of calamity and ſore diſtreſs which was ap- 
& proaching, and in which the careleſs and ſtupid 


„ profeſſors, who are eaſy, and not concerned to 


6 properly worſhip and adore the almighty, and 
& have not laboured to witneſs their foundation to 
4 be laid on him the immoveable Rock, will be 
e greatly ſurpriſed with fearfulneſs; and on the 
6 behalt of ſuch, à piercing cty and lamentation 
5 ran through me, thus, Alas, fur ibe day! Alas for 
* the day! Wee is me! (ſeveral times repeated) a 

“ voice which ſeemed to be connected with the 


s foregoing, ſaid further, yet once more faĩth the 


- 


— 


“% Lord, I ſhake not the earth only but alſo heavens 
«Not only the ſituation of thoſe that * not 
« any place of ſafety or refuge, that which is out: 
« ward and earthly; but alſo thoſe who aſſume a 
higher place and in their ſpecious appearances 
and falſe pretences amongſt men, do: value them: 
4 ſelves on their aſſumed 
be accounted af the higheſt ran and even place 
© themſelves among the ſaints, and are by ſome 


+. accounted as ſtars in the firmament; yet in the 
Bus 35 r b en een 
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goodneſs; and would fain 
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day of my power wherein 1 will ſnake the hea. 
5 yens, and the earth, thoſe ſtars ſhall fall to the 
, 01 LET 1k 107 anbha 8 3 
ln the opening, ſomething within me was teady 
eto ſay, amen ſo be it, O Lord Almighty, cut. 
“ ſhort thy work in the earth, in order that thou 
, may ſt put an end to fin, and finiſh tranfgreſſion, 
that thy fear, and the knowledge of thee, may 
cover the earth, as the waters : cover the ſeg. 
„ Wherefore, my friends, the fervent deſire of my 
66% ſoul is, that all preſent may wich diligence la- 
% bour to have yaur minds truly centred and hum- 
«bled before God, to know a being fixed on that 
F* , foundation, which only ſtandeth ſure, that in a 
time of outward diſtreſs, which perhaps may 
I come in your day, ye may find a place of ſafety 
and refuge.“ All which with more to the like 
effect, was delivered in great humility and broken- 
| nels... Ty 7” Vie 12 Nie 8 5 


At a week day meeting at the fame place, the 
ſeventeenth of ths Zheng month 175%, everal per- 
ſons by unſeaſonable coming in had interrupted the 

quiet of the meeting, he gave a ſuitable caution in 
that reſpect, in gentle winning terms, reminding 
thoſe met of the awfulneſs and ſolemnity which 

Gould attend us when we approach the preſence of 
bim who is moſt Holy; and in what reverence; fear 
and care, we ought to come together, not forgetting 
the hour appointed; and then expreſſed nearly as 
Hr of EE TT Do, [5 
AA certain ſentence has been preſented to the 
view of my mind, which ſeemed to contain a 
55, gentle engaging caution, and matter of inſtructi- 
on to nie, attended with fweetneſs; which was, 
Mort while it is day. Friends, this is our day, 
wherein we qught to be diligent and induſtrious, 
m che light of the day we may fee, and under 
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4 ſtand how to work, and what to de, that at the 
* coneluſion we may obtain from the Valter of the 
* day who dwelleth in Light, the anſwer'of well 

done; for the night will come; wherein no man 
4 can work: We are now Mounted with liberty in 
„ this our day, to e "together for worſhip 
“ unmoleſted; and my hea Welte is, that we 
< may properly improve hi orb for the time 
to ſome of us may come, before our day in this 
life is cloſed, wherein his priviledge, may in 


« ſome mature! 'be taken from us; ſomething in 


e me would be ready to ſay, The Lord forbid that 


4 ſhould be the caſe; but by reaſon of the great 


| declenſion which has overfpread the church, I 

4 hard] 5 dare to expect any other: Oh may we 
therefore be careful to prin the mercy- of God, 
and endeavour to gain an inheritance in the light, 

„ that when night overtakes, - and darkneſs as to 
the outward may hang over us, we may be'fa- 
* youred-t6 withdraw into the fure ang! ro 
6 © and e * * habitation! i TED 


+. L405 5H? Lol Air 35431 ani; 


0 1 * * F. vf tuin in 5 
2 r g 


90 30 


| Sund ite ts to Metin in of Ivania and "News 
Jeiſeh alſo in apc ho oh Virginia. His 


© Apprebenſuns of Duty to proceed on 4 Vikt 10 


Barbadoct, and Reſignation thereto, but at length 
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procaed on my ſervice, I acquainted our monthly- 
meeting at Nottingham, with whoſe concurrence. 
I left home on the third of the twelfth, month 1757, 


accompanied by a 28 relation, and attended Dar- 
by meeting on firſt day, wherein tho' life and the 
Foie of Truth ——— to be low, I thought the 


waiters were encoura we went to the 
evening meeting in, Pikante. next morning at- 
tended the meeting of miniſters and elders, and the 
day following a meeting at the Bank, alſo a meet - 
ing for. ſufferings, and on fourth day returned to 
Darby to their monthly-mecting, where we found 
friends under a ſtrait about diſowning one amon 
them, who denied the Divinity of our Lord an 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; on whom they had beſtowed 
much labour to conyince him of his error, the meet- 


P ing. ended well; the company of the friends who 


attended it being acceptable and of ſervice: We 


werecnext day at Haverford, monthly- meeting held at 


Radnor, where the, lively pads. of of the: diſcipline 
appeared to be very low, yet I was glad I was there; 
during the time of the bulineſs, fe eeling a concern 
on my mind to appoint a meeting at Haverford to 


be held the next day, I propoſed it for concurrence, 
which being N agreed to, we attended there 


accordingly, and had a large meeting much to 
fatigfaQion, having great peace in 08 the 
motion of truth reſpeQting this appointment; on 
the following day accompanied by my friend Hugh 


Evans, I viſited ſome ancient friends, who by rea- 


ſon of old age and indiſpoſition could not get out 
to meetings, wherein I was favoured with that 
peace, which I _ often experienced to attend 
the, acceptable, work of . viſiting the afflicted: On 
firſt. day 1 a atisfactory meeting at Merrion, I 
bee ae 


che, .nſtruftion e fort, of, many; , On third 
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day aftetno6n;" accompanied” by! my brother W=+ 
Brown, went forward to Richland monthly-meeting 
held on the” fifth day, where we had ſome "dof 
hard wörk, which generally happens when a life. 
tefs formal ſpirit hach the prevalence in managing 
the affaits of the church, for want of feeling after 
and waiting for the true authority, even the power 
of Gt, yet we were glad that we were there 
from "thence my brother returned home, the ref 
of us going to an appointed meeting at Flumſtead, 
which tho“ the weather was ſeverely cold, was large 
and comfortable, in the ſenſe whereof we were 
thankful to the author of all good; the meeting 
next day at Buckingham was ſmall but fatisfactory; 
I have often obſerved, that the ſeverity of the wea- 
ther is not a ſufficient excuſe for the Lord's panting 
children to negle&@ public worſhip, which is a duty 
incumbent on us and due to his glorious name; at 
det cee the next day the maſter of 
our Aſſemblies was pleaſed to appear in an eminent 
manner, to the comfort of the poor, inſtruction of 
the enquirers, rebuke of the backſliders, and edifi- 
cation of many; for which the ſacrifice of thankſ- 
giving and praiſe was offered to him, who alone is 
worthy for ever; after this, meeting I felt the value 
of that peace, which by the humble is better felt 
than expreſſed: We had next a good meeting at. 
Makefield, at which were many ſeeking tender 
young people; then attended the Falls preparative - 
meeting, which was ſatisfactory, nt Bs de- 
gree of unity ſubſiſting among friends; our next 
meeting was at Briſtol, in which after a dark diſ- 
ſtreſſing time in ſilence, what I had to communicate 
was introduced by a queſtion thus, Are you ſound'in 
faith and practice? and I was led to ſet forth, that 
to profeſs and acknowledge even ſacred Truths, 
without a life of ſelf-denial with an anſwerable ho- 
_ neſt conduct, was no way ſufficient; that being a 
dead 
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proceed. on my ſervice, I acquainted our monthly- 
meeting, at Nottingham, with whoſe, concurrence. 
I left home on the third of the twelfth, month 1257, 
accompanied by a near relation, and attended Dar- 


by meeting on firſt day, wherein tho' life and the 


wer of Truth ſecmed to be low, I thought the 


humble; waiters were encouragedz we went to the 


evening meeting. in; Philadelphia, next morning at- 
tended the meeting of miniſters and elders, and the 
day following a meeting at the Bank, alſo a meet- 
ing for ſufferings, and on fourth day returned to 
Darby to their; monthly- meeting, whert we found 
friends under a ſtrait about diſowning one amon 

them, who denied the Divinity of our Lord a, 
Saviour, Jeſus. Chriſt; on whom they had beſtowed 
much labour to convince him of his error, the meet- 


ing ended well; the company of the friends who 


attended it being acceptable and of ſervice: We 


wetecnext day at Haverford, monthly - meeting held at 


Radnor, where the lively exerciſe of the diſcipline 
appeared to be very low, yet I was glad I was there; 
during the time of the buſineſs, feeling a concern 
on my mind to appoint a meeting at Haverford to 
be held the next day, I propoſed it for concurrence, 
which being N greed to, we attended there 
accordingly, and had a large meeting much to 

ſatisfaction, having great peace in 8 the 

motion of truth reſpecting this appointment; on 
the following day accompanied by my friend Hugh 


Evans, I viſited ſome ancient friends, who by rea- 


ſon of old age and indiſpoſition could not get out 
to meetings, wherein I was favoured with that 
peace, which I have often experienced to attend 


the acceptable work. of viſiting the afflicted: On 


firſt. day after a ſatisfactory meeting at Merrion, I 


* 


Which truth favoured. Wäth a degree of openneſs, to 


5999014 


or JOHN CHURCHMAN. 197 
day aftetno6n;, accompanied” by! my brother Wn 
Brown, went forward to Richland monthly-meeting 
held” on the” fifth day, where we had ſome J 
hard work, Which generally happens when a life- 
tefs formal ſpirit hath the prevalence in managing 
he affairs of the church, for want of feeling after 
and waiting for the true authority, even the'power 
of Gr et we were glad that we were there 
from "thence 'my brother returned home, the Te 
of us going to an appointed mecting at Plumſtead, 
which tho“ the weather was ſeverely cold, was large 
and comfortable, in the ſenſe whereof we were 
thankful to the author of all good; the meeting 
next day at Buckingham was ſmall but fatisfactory; 
I have often obſerved, that the ſeverity of the wea- 
ther is not a ſufficient excuſe for the Lord's panting 
children to neglect public worſhip, which is a duty 
incumbent” on us and due to his glorious name; at 
Wrightſtown meeting the. next day the maſter of | 
our Aſſemblies was eaſed to appear in an etninent 
manner, to the comfort of the poor, inſtruction of 
the enquirers, rebuke of the backſliders, and edifi- 
cation of many; for which the ſacrifice of thankſ- 
giving and praiſe was offered to him, who alone is 
worthy for ever; after this meeting I felt the value 
of that peace, which by the humble is better felt 
than expreſſed: We had next a good meeting at 
Makefield, at which were many ſeeking tender 
young people; then attended the Falls preparative 
orice. which was ſatisfactory, a comfortable de- 
gree of unity ſubſiſting among friends; our next 
meeting was at Briſtol. in which after a dark diſ- 
ſtreſſing time in ſilence, what I had to communicate 
was introduced by a queſtion thus, Are jou ſound in 
faith and practice? and I was led to ſet forth, that 
to profeſs and acknowledge even ſacred Truths, 
without a life of ſelf-denial with an anſwerable ho- 
neſt conduct, was no way ſufficient; that being a 
dead 
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Rate of the meeting was clearly . ſpoken to, which 
I relate. not for any praiſe to man; but that it was 
an additional confirmation of the Lord's 2 
to his own work, and when we are weak, fooli 


or contemptible in our own eſteem, his ſtrength 


appears, and his wiſdom inſpires. with true know- 


| ledge, whereby he magnifieth himſelf; we went 


home with our friend. James Thornton and next day 
to Horſham, where was a large and good meeting, 


. after which we had a comfortable time in the family 


of John Cadwalader; next day we attended the 
monthly-meeting at Abington in company with Sa- 
muel Eaſtburn and Joſeph White; we found thin 

low here, becauſe of a want of that ſtrength in 
which. ſtands the authority of the church; it is only 
the pure wiſdom from above, that preſerves friends 
in peace, meekneſs, gentleneſs, and unanimity in 
the diſtribution of right juſtice and judgment in 
the church of Chriſmt. 


% 


We were next day at Gwynedd monthly-mect- 


* 


ing, which was a precious time through the power 


of: that ſacred name, which is as ointment poured 
forth, the ſavour whereof continued thro? both 
worſhip and diſcipline, in which the faithful were 
mutually comforted; we from thence went to Ellen 
Evans's, and had an evening-mecting, ſome of the 


neighbours coming in, ſeveral friends were much 


. ; enlarged 


* 
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enlarged in counſel, and the opportunity ended in 
ſolemn prayer and thankſgiving. r 
We went from thence to Exeter monthly-meet- 
ing, which ended to ſatisfaction in the main; then 
home with our friend Ellis Hugh, where Joſeph 
White and Sam! Eaſtburn left us to return home- 
wards; my companion and I proceeding to Reading; 
had a public meeting in the Court. houſe, which i 
thought was, pretty well conſidering the company, 
many looſe people attending; but Truth ſeemed to 
come into dominion and quieted them, that the 
meeting ended in a degree of awful ſweetneſss. 
On firſt day, being alſo the firſt of the new-year 
1758, we were at Maiden Creek meeting, which 
altho' a low time, afforded peace and comfort, from 
a proſpect that there were among the youth in par- 
ticular, ſome true branches of the vine of Life, 
who therefore could not be ſatisfied without the 
living ſap from the Holy root, and in the Lord's 
time would be favoured therewith, if there was a 
patient waiting for that ſpringing ſeaſon; we re- 
turned to Reading that evening, to a meeting held 
by appointment at a friend's houſe for the members 
of our ſociety in that town, in the attendance 
which I found peace; croſſing the river Schuylkill 
we were next day at Robinſon or the Foreſt meet- 
ing, after which I was. much humbled in a ſenſe. of 
the great condeſcention and mercy: of the Lord 
our God, who was pleaſed to renew the reaches of 
his power to, ſeveral, who had many years made 
profeſſion of the pure Truth, and yet dwelt in that 
which is impure, as drinking to exceſs and 6ther 
evils, ſome of whom I knew, but did not know 
that they were there till the meeting was over; the 
weak were ſtrengthened and the humble -{cekers 
encouraged, and great love flowed towards the 
youth: Returning again over Schuylkill we went to 


6 
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that called Evans's meeting, which was very open 
for doctrine, ſeveral not of our ſociety being preſent! 
The firſt ſentences that appeared in my view were, 
many are called, but few are choſen, attended with 
fuch weakneſs, and ſuch a ſenſe of my own fool- 
iſhneſs and inability for handling that ſubject, that 
I was afraid, becauſe I had a ſecret apprehenſion 
that ſome would incline to make an advantage 
of thoſe words, but few are choſen, in applying them 
to ſtrengthen themſelves in the corrupt manner in 
which they hold election; but it appeared that the 
words, all have not obeyed, was the reaſon why ſo 
few are choſen: My mouth was opened in fear, 
even to trembling, yet with a ſecret hope and con- 
fidence that the Lord would be mouth and wiſdom, 
with defires that he would bind my attention to his 
_ own immediate inſtruction, that the language of 
his Spirit might be only uttered by me, and he was 
pleaſed to magnify his own Truth' in the opening 
of theſe paſſages: I give this hint, that they who 
are concerned in the miniſtry may humbly truſt in 
God, and not lean to their fears, knowledge, ex- 
* wiſdom, in opening the myſteries of the 
| Goſpel, but confide in the key of David, which 
When it opens none can ſhut. Next day we were 
at Providence or Perkiomin meeting, which tho? 
poor, and truth low, peace was afterwards meaſu- 
rably enjoyed, from an evidence of having been 
honeſt according to the ability given; and the day 
following at Plymouth; faithful friends were com- 
forted in the gracious condeſcention of our holy 
head, who was pleaſed to favour: with the abound- 
ings of the life and love of Truth; we then re- 
turned to Philadelphia with thankful hearts for the 
evidence of peace. i Way 
My companion returning home, I went in com- 
pany with my brother on firſt day morning to Frank- 
rt, having felt an engagement for a conſiderable 
time 


#4 , 


time to viſit that meeting; a ſenſe of the declenſion 
of friends in this, place, both in reſpect ace 
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and the life of religion, was cauſe of heayineſs 

heart, but having performed my viſit in faithful- 

neſs according to ability, returned with à degree 

peace to the evening. meeting in the. 295 whic 

was comfortable, ſtaying there until the fifth day of 9 
the week, in which time I attended the uſual meet» | 
ings, one with the Negroes much to ſatisfaction, 
and alſo the meeting for ſufferings I got ſafe home 
on ſeventh day the fourteenth of the firſt month 
having travelled in this journey about four hundred 
and ten miles an 7 
On the twenty-ſecond of the ſecond month, 1 
again left home in order to attend the quarterly- 
meeting at Burlington, and ſome particular meet- 
ings in New-Jerſey, as well on account of the year 
1y-meeting's, appointment, as my own ſenſe of duty, 
of which I had the. approbation of our monthly- 
meeting fignified by a, minute; in my way, L at- 
tended the monthly-meeting in, Philade hia with 
ſome degree of ſatisfaction; then taking Cheſter ar 
Adam's meeting in New. Jerſey, reached Burling- 
ton on firſt day ring, the next day bei 5 
quarterly-meeting, at which, with William Horne 
and my brother WA. Brown, I had ſome ſervice; 
after ſtaying. the youth's meeting, they left me and 

1 went to. a meeting on fourth day at a School-houſe, 
where ſeveral. friends. met, alſa divers others who 
perhaps had not been at any. place of. worſhip. for 
ſometime, and were eaſy about religion, to whom 
it became my concern, to ſhew how, diſagrecable and 
loathſome that ſtate was, from Rev. ili. 1 5. 1 know 
thy works, that thou art neither cald nor hot ; ſo then, 
becauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither cold. nor hot, 

I will ſpue thee out of my mouth. It opened to me 
that a lukewarm. condition, to hold a. profeſſion of 
religion ſo as to take it ill not, to be thought a chriſ- 9 
. cer tian, £4 
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tian, but at the ſame time to remain eaſy and not 
in earneſt to experience the life, virtue, and power 
chriſtianity; not ſo cold as to forget the name, 
nor ſo hot or zealous as to witnefs the life of true 
religion, was very diſpleaſing to the Almighty. A 
$$ degree of power attended the opening, and 
| treating on that paſſage, with much love to ſuch 
lukewarm. profeffors, which reached and tendered 
ſeveral beyond expectation; but no praiſe to man, 
| YEW may will or run, but to God who ſheweth 
ag! Hin": | | 
752 Ar Cheſterfield monthly- meeting my friend John 
Woolman met me the next day; a raw company 
attending on account of a propoſal or two for mar- 


riage, which T ſuppoſe they expected to be there 
3 ; it was a time ſomewhat low and diſtreſs- 
ing; The advice of the yearly-meeting not being 
here enough obſerved, which is againſt allowin 
Tuch who are not members of our ſociety to ſit i 
Our meetings for diſcipline, unleſs they are nearly 
related to the parties concerned, of which that 
meeting was modeſtly reminded; I was alſo grieved 
that matters were introduced too much at the judg- 
ment or pleaſure of individuals, by reaſon that th 
ure not in the practice of holding preparative aide 
ings, the ſervice of which, was particularly recom- 
mended to their conſideration; I had ſome reward 
of peace in having attended this meeting: We were 
next at a meeting in Trenton with a few friends 
whom the ſpirit of the world (I thought) had much 
laid 'waſte; there ſeemed more oppenneſs towards 
'a few of other ſocieties preſent, ſome of whom 
were tendered by Truth's teftimony, which ſeemed 
to reach the witneſs in them; at Bordentown meet- 
ing next day, many were made thankful, the Di- 
vine preſence being felt among us; from hence J. 
Woolman returned home, and John Sykes accom- 
panied we to Upper-Springfieid, where the meet- 
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ing was large, and through the Lord's'mercy, open 
and ſatisfactory, the teſtimony of Truth flowing in 
his love towards the youth, many were tendered 
thereby, the faithful were encouraged and the negli- 
gent warned; after which I went to Burlington te 
attend that monthly- meeting, then to the burial of 
Margaret Butcher at Mansfield, which was a labo- 
rious painful meeting compoſed of a mixed multi. 
tude, yet ſomething of an evidence 14 dd dena 
teſtimony, ſo that the meeting ended with ſolidity 
from thence I went to Peter Harvey's and was thank 
ful for the enjoyment of a peaceful quiet mind, tho? 
poor; next day was at Old- Springfield meeting, 
which was flow and late in gathering, dull and 
heavy in ſitting, as will be the cafe, * when and 
whereſoever' the Tife and power of religion is want- 
Ing, or not carefully ſought after and waited for, by 
thoſe who profeſs it, which was obferved to them 
in the love of truth, and in the ſimplicity and plain- 
neſs thereof, ſo that I left this meeting Lach 2 hin 
heart, not from a ſenſe of any omiſſion of duty on 
my part; but leſt they ſhould too ſoon forget what 
manner of perſons they ſaw themſelves to be in-the 
Light, that diſcovers and anſwers the witneſs, as 
face anſwers face in a glaſs, Then taking meetings 
at Mountholly, Rancocus, and viſiting the widow 
of Peter Andrews, I was at a large meeting at 
Eveſham on firſt day following; but the expectati- 
ons of the people being much outward, occaſioned 
a painful deep waiting a conſiderable time, or at 
leaſt I thought fo, when at length I felt fome prel- 
fore on my mind to ſtand up, which as 1 followed 
carefully, Truth opened into the ſtate of the meeti 
to my admiration, that I was enabled therein wi 
an innocent boldneſs to attend thereto m ſpeaking, 
Which yielded me great peace after the meeting, 
and I was thankful for that opportunity. Next day 


J attended Haddonfield monthly-meeting, at which 
- ; were 
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were Samuel Nottingham and William Horne, 
whoſe company was comfortable and of advantage 
to the meeting. I then viſited the meetings at 
Pileſgrove, Alloways Creek, Greenwich, lower Al- 
loways Creek, Salem, and one at Raccoon Creek, 
to which many ſober people came not profeſſing 
with us, alſo a large, and I believe to ſome a far 
factory meeting at Woodberry, the ſtate whereof 
opened pretty clearly, the humble being inſtructed, 
but I was ſenſible of an oppoſition here to ſome 
part of what I had to deliver to a ſelf.righteous 
N yeh: enen the mercy of our gracious Lord, 
I left this, meeting with an evidence of peace, and 
an affectionat beart yearning towards a, then 
went to Haddonfield to attend the quarterly-mect- 
21 | 44. ©#24 343 
ing for Glouceſter and Salem Counties, and from 
thence to the General-Spring-meeting at Philadel- 
Phia, after which, I returned home, having been 
out five, weeks and three days 
After this journey 1 did not go much abroad for 
more than a year, except to attend our quarterly 
mecting, and the yearly and general Spring. meet- 
r be en 
In the year 1759, I had ſome drawings in my 
mind to viſit a few meetings in Mar land and Vir- 
ginia, alſo the yearly-meeting at Welt. River; in 
which having the concurrence of our monthly- 
meeting, I left home on the twenty-eighth of the 
fifth month and next day was at Gunpowder meet- 
meeting; then at Elkridge with a few friends and 
divers not profeſſing with us, amongſt whom there 
was an openneſs to hear the teſtimopy of Truth de- 
clared; but for want of a ſteady Walking in the 
profeſſors thereof, it ſeems in a great meaſure laid 
waſte; that night I lodged at the houſe of a kind 
man, but have to remark that natural affability in 


- 


any one, unleſs it is ſweetened by the baptiſm of 


. 


dhe Spirit of Truth, is of little yaluez, on fifth day 
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I] was at a new-meeting houſe at Indian Spring with 
a few friends, ſome of whom I fear, ſcarcely know 
what they profeſs, the next had a meeting at Sa- 
muel Plummer's houſe at Patuxent to ſatisfaction, 
and on ſeventh day the yearly- meeting at Weſt⸗ 
River began, which held until fourth day following, 
which was in the main the moſt open and ſatisfacto- 
ry meeting I was ever at in that place; I thought a 
diſpoſition rather prevailed among the younger ſort, 
to attend to the (diſcipline more cloſely than in times 
paſt. Then taking a meeting at Sandy Spring, I 
proceeded to Fairſax, being about forty miles, where 
I had a comfortable meeting on firſt day, for which 
the hearts of many were made thankful to the au- 
thor of all good, the ſame day we had alſo a ſatiſ- 
factory opportunity in Mahlon Janney's family, his 
mother being indiſpoſed, and the next day attended 
Monaquaſy meeting in Maryland, where truth is 
at a low ebb, through the conduct of ſome un- 
faithful profeſſors; our next was a precious meeting 
with a few ſincere friends at Buſh Creek, that even- 
ing I went to William Farquar's, having a meeting 
at Pipe Creek next day, which was pretty open, 
and ſatisfactory and one the day following at Pe- 
tapſco Foreſt amongſt a withered people. Alas! to 
profeſs the truth and not poſſeſs it in ſanctification 
of ſpirit, makes little meetings feel deſolate; from 
thence I returned home to our monthly-meeting, 
being abſent nineteen days and” rode near three 
hundred and fifty miles, Samuel England being my. 
companion. s ab ne 
In this year I was alſo engaged with my friend 
John Woolman in viſiting ſome active members of 
our ſociety, who held ſlaves, firſt in the city of 
Philadelphia, and in other places; alſo in News 
Jerſey, in which ſervice we were enabled to go 
through ſome heavy labours, and were favoured 
with peace; Divine Love in a tender ſympathy 
: GE... | pre- 
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prevailing at times, with a hope Fas theſe endea- 
vours would not be in vain. 

In the ſecond month 1760, 1 acquainted our, 
monthly-mecting, that in order to proceed in per- 
forming the appointment of the yearly-mecting, 
having alſo a draught in my own mind, I had an 
inclination to viſit ſome. meetings up the river Dela- 
ware, particularly the monthly-meeting of King- 
wood in New-Jerley, with which. having the appro- 
bation, of friends, I ſet out from home on the 
twenty-ſixth of the fifth month following, and reach- 
ed the Bank meeting in Philadelphia the next day; 
from thence proceeded to the quarterly-mecting.tor 
Bucks County held at Buckingham, where tho” 
things were low, the affairs of the church were 
tranſacted in a good degree * amity. and peace; it 
was a large meeting, there being a great appearance 

.. of young people; ſome very hopeful, who in the 

love of truth were exhorted to come up in their 
places, by learning diſcipline of the author thereof, 
Viz. the Spirit of Truth, and they were cautioned 
againſt that very unbecoming and hurtful practice, 
tho? too common, of going out after worſhip, and 
ſtanding without in companies talking when they 
ſnhould keep their places in the meeting, which 
ſhould quietly and ſolidly proceed on the buſineſs 
coming before it; heavenly love was felt by the 
tender in ſpirit, which I hope will be remembered 
by many the next day the general or youth's-meet- 
ng was large, open and ſatisfactory. in the main; 
">. which the name of the Lord was praiſed. Next 
day I ſpent in viſiting a widow, alſo other aged and 
infirm friends, in the performance of which duty 
I. had; ſome ſatisfaction, and on firſt day was at 
Plumſtead meeting, which was large and very com- 
fortable, the divine preſence being felt, the power 
of Truth prevailed to the tendering of many; but 

6 our favour being not of him that willeth or —4 
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neth, but of God that ſhewethi - mercy,/ to him be- 
zongeth the praiſe of all, who is worthly for ever. 

In the evening I. attended a meeting at a School- 

houſe near Samuel Eaſtburn's, in which I had ſome 
particular ſervice, the ſtates of many preſent being 
very clearly opened before them in the love of the 
Goſpel, which made deep impreſſion on ſome who 
were much broken, and I believe it would be as 
dew on their hearts, if they would remain en, + 
in the valley of humility; | 

1 was. the next. day at l n 8 | 
meeting, which in the time of Puſineſs! Tuffered + * 
much by the prevalence of a talkative noiſy ſpirit, | 
which mightily. darkens counſel in thoſe who give 
way to it, and leads into doubtful and trifling dif- 
ions; ſo that I left that meeting with pain of | 
xeart, in a ſenſe that the time had been ſo loſt that | 
ſeveral weighty matters could not be brought underrr | 

conſideration: to advantage, * were r N = 
continued until the next month. | „ 

Wrightſtowu monthly- meeting on mird day was 

more ſatisfactory, the ſpirit for diſcipline» rather 

1 and I hope a deſire among the youth at 

leaſt for an improvement; it too frequently is the 

caſe, that ſome of the elderly ſort are fo bigotted 
to their old forms and cuſtoms, that they will ſcarce- 
ly trouble themſelves to examine whether theſe cuſ- 
toms are agreeable to the teſtimony of Truth, or 
whether through inattention they have not ſwerved 
and fallen ſhort in various matters that now occaſion 
a difficulty in the churches, which difficulties muſt 
be laboured under for a ſeaſon by the baptized 
members, who nevertheleſs, - as oY keep their 
places will grow ſtronger ' 

. Accompanied: by my friend Thomas Roſs I -at- 
tended the Falls monthly-meeting, wherein I was 
comforted from a ſenſe that a tender people were 
_ them. tho" ag: 2 a time of dearth, nc” 

the 
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the Lord would in his own time water as his pecu- 
Har heritage; but this comfort was heavily ballaſted 
from a ſeeret fear attending me, that there were 
among them fome, who like the heath in the deſert, 
know not when good cometh, ſuch who were eaſy 
in a dead form, and' contented with a name, ne- 
glecting to wait for that transforming power, which 
would renew into the image and life of the Son of 


© God;+to whom in the love, and plainneſs of the 


Goſpel, I was conſtrained to clear myſelf; the meet- 
ing for diſcipline was pretty open and ended in a 


8 good degree of ſweetneſs; we went home with the 


wife of Joſeph White, who was then on a religious 
viſit to friends in Europe, and had a comfortable 
ſeaſon in the family with the children, ſne appear- 
ing to be reſigned in the abſence of her huſband, 
her ſpirit, being ſweetened with the truth in inno- 
Dine . 90 07 1s 
At Middletown monthly-meeting the next day 
truth ſeemed to be low, but we had ſome ſervice in 
- the diſcipline, that I came wy with peace, and the 
. day following in company with Joſhua Ely went to 
Jacob Birdſhal's in Amwell townſhip New-Jerſey, and 
had a meeting in his barn, which being a wet time) 


was ſmall; there are few here who profeſs with us, 


ſome of whom ſeem to have nothing more than the 
name. Next morning we called at the houſe of an 
old profeſſor, he and his wife were both ancient 
put full of talk; I felt a defire to viſit them, and 


had a full-time to clear myſelf in a cloſe and plain 


manner, tho“ in love to them. After which going 
to Kingwood or Bethlehem attended two meetings 
there on firſt day, when truth favoured in opening 
the ſtates of the people in mercy to many, which 
may be of advantage if rightly remembered; then 


Fa , | proceeding to the Drowned-lands ſo called, had 


_ ._ there a+ meeting with a few profeſſors who ſeemed 
too much withered, then taking another at 8 


4 
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Kiln-to _ good ſatisfaction, returned to King. 
wood monthly- meeting then held at Hardwick; 
ſeveral hopeful young people belong thereto, the 
meeting was comfortable, friends rejoicing in the 
company one of another, and in the Lord for his 
mercitul regard; next day I returned to Bethlehem, 
and from thence to Gwynedd meeting on firſt day, 
after which I rode to Uwchlan, about twenty-eight 
miles, from thence home, where I found all well, 
having been abſent three weeks and rode about 
four hundred and fixteen miles in this journey. 
Hlaving a draught of love and a motion therein 
to viſit the monthly and particular meetings within 
our own quarter, on the Weſt ſide of Suſquehanna 
river, with the concurrence of our monthly · meeting 
on that occaſion, I ſet out from home on the ſeven- 
teenth of the tenth month in company with | 
brother-in-law James Brown, who likewiſe had the 
approbation of Goſhen monthly.meeting. for this 

urpoſe; we viſited the meetings at Pipe Creek, 
Bu Creek and Monaquaſy in Maryland, in the 
firſt of which the Lord was pleaſed to favour in 
opening the ſtate of friends to the tendering the 
hearts of many; the other was ſatisfactory, and the 
laſt ſeemed to be a renewed viſitation to a raw 
declining people, ſeveral of whom were tendered + 
through the gracious long-ſuffering of Infinite Good- 
nels; we were next at the prepatative meeting at 
Fairfax in Virginia; then at Gooſe: Creek, where- 
in. truth 5 our ſęrvice to the comfort of the 
faithful; we then attended the meeting of miniſters 
and elders, alſo the monthly- meeting at Fairſax, like- 
wiſe the firſt day meeting there, and one that even- 
ing in Francis Hague's houſe, whoſe wife was indif- 
poſed; ſeveral diforderty walkers being/preſent, ghe” 

Lord gi to open, and give ability to 


to their ſta a meaſure of. his heart tendering 
love, to the reaching the witneſs in ſame; after this 
380 | | Naa 
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. returning to the widow Janney's, we had a prect- 


ous opportunity with her and children to our ar 
al ſatisfaction. | | 
Our next meeting was at Potts's near the South: 
mountain, which was open for doctrine, ſeveral of 
other religious profeſſions attending, who appeared 
loving and well ſatisfied; then at Crooked-run, near 
the North-branch of: Shanandoa-river, in company 
with ſeveral. other friends from Pennſylvania, ſöme 
of us being a committee appointed by our quarter- 
ly- meeting, the friends living here having requeſted 
to have a meeting ſettled among them; the oppor- 
tunity was ta ſome ſatisfaction, there being ſome 
young people who I hope will grow in the truth, 
tho' ſome of thoſe who are elderly appear too fu- 
perficial. From hence we went to Hopewell pre. 
parative meeting, alſo to a ſmall meeting over the 
mountain near jeſſe Pugh's; then we attended a 
„ ſelect meeting at Hopewell, and at the fame place 
on firſt day, which was large and ſolid, many there- 
in being much tendered, to the. praiſe of the Lord 
whoſe mercy endureth for ever; in the evening we 
had alſo a ſatis factory meeting at the widow Lup- 
ton's near Wincheſter. Next day we were at Hop 
well monthly-meeting, where we found conſiderable 
weakneſs, as to the practice of the diſcipline, on 
which account we had ſome labour to, the comfort 
of the well-minded; on our return we had meetings 
at Monallan, Huntington, Warrington, and New- 
berry in York County Pennſylvania, and a ſeaſona- 
ble opportunity with friends. in Yorktown,” from 
whence I proceeded home with à thankful mind, 
8 travelled about Tous Armen miles in _ 
rney. MP + 
n the Prien 407 the: ears 1761, having an en- 
0 on my mind to viſit Bath | 
of the adjacent Iſlands, I propof 
| teghren at home for their. veighty: on. 
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*before I aſked for their certificate, who after a time 


expreſſed their unity there with, and gave me à cer - 
tificate, to which the quarterly-meeting ſigniſied 


their approbation; at our next yearly- meeting I laid 


my concern before the miniſters and elders'when 


for any thing that appeared, I had their unity and 
rayers; I came home mtending to proceed before 


the winter ſat in, and attended our general meeting 
at Nottingham in the tenth month, but in 4 few 


days after was taken ill with a fever, which with 


bodily pain and exerciſe of mind reduced me to a ve- 
ry low and weak ſtate; but the Lord was pleaſed 


to give me inward ſtrength, influencing my mind 
with love to all men, and great love to the mem- 
bers of our religious ſociety, the ſtate whereof I 
ſaw in a clear manner, and I fo far recovered as to 
attend our quarterly-meeting at London Grove in 
the eleyenth month, at which I had an opportunity 
to clear myſelf to my humble admiration, and was 
inwardly comforted: Soon after which (my con- 


cern for going to Barbadoes continuing,) I went 


to Philadelphia to inquire for a paſſage, when m). 
friends informed me of five veſſels, three of whic 


were near ready to ſail; hut underſtanding that all 


of them were prepared with guns for defence, 


felt a ſecret excerciſe on my mind, ſo that I could 
not go to ſee any of them; but kept quiet from 
fixth day evening until ſecond day morning, when 
J went to the meeting of miniſters and elders, 
where I had a ſingular freedom to let friends know, 
* That I came to town in order to take my paſſage 
for Barbadoes, but found myfelf not at liberty to 


4 


go in any of thoſe veſſels, becauſe they carried 


* 


to publiſh the Glad dings of the Goſpel, which teaths 


arms for defence; for as my motive in going, was 


eth love 10 all men, I could not go with thoſe who + 


were prepared to deſtroy men, whom Chrift Jefy 
dur Lord and Maſter laid down his life to ſave and 


* Sec page 208. "i deliver 
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deliver from that ſpirit in which wars and fightings* 
ſtand.“ I further added, If I had a concern to 
_ viſit in goſpel love, thoſe now living at Pittſburgh 
or Fort Duqueſne, do you think it would become 
me to go along with a band of ſoldiers, as if I 
wanted the arm of fleſh to guard me; would it not 
be more becoming to go with a few ſimple unarm- 
ed men? I now tenderly deſire your ſympathy and 
advice.” One honeſt friend ſaid, Keep to the 
tender ſcruple in thy own mind, for it rejoices me to 
hear it; and ſeveral ſaid, they believed it would be 
beſt for me ro mind my own freedom.“ I then 
| begged that friends would confider weightily, whe- 
ther it was right for any profeſſing with us, to be 
owners or part owners, charterers, freighters, or 
inſurers of ſuch. veſſels that a friend could not be 
free to go paſſenger in on a goſpel meſſage: And as 
I returned to my lodgings, I felt ſo much peace of 
mind in thus bearing my teſtimony, that I thought 
if all my concern ended therein, it was worth all 
my trouble, tho; at that time I did not think it 
would, yet was quite eaſy to return home and wait 
until my way appeared more open; and as my con- 
© cern went off in this manner, I have been ſince led 
to conſider, that I could not have borne that teſti- 
mony ſo fully and feelingly, if I had not been thus 
reſtrained. The wiſdom and judgments, of the Lord 
are unſearchable, and his ways paſt finding out, and 
happy are they who move at bis command and ſtand 
ftedfaſt'in his counſel. __ _ . 
Sur worthy friends John Stephenſon, Robert 
Proud, Hannah Harris and Elizabeth Wilkinſon of 
Great Britain being in this country on a religious 
Vviſit, attended our yearly- meeting in Philadelphia 
this year, which was large and favoured with hum- 
”  _ bling goodneſs, and in a ſenſe of the Divine preſence 
that meeting ended very ſolidly; the ſervices of - 
- theſe friends, I think, have been great among 2 
| 4k | a this 


or JOHN CHURCHMAN. 20% 
this Land, both in their public miniſtry, alſo in the 
diſcipline” of the church, and the remembrance + 
thereof is precious I believe to many whom the 
Lord is preparing for his work. © 
Atſter this I ſpent a conſiderable time at and near 
home, except attending the quarterly, yearly-meet- 
_ tings, and the general ſpring- meetings as they came 
in courſe, in the mean time being careful to fre- 
quent the meeting I belonged to. 
A new monthly-meeting being allowed to be 
eſtabliſhed at Uwchlan in Cheſter County, it aroſe 
in my mind to falute friends there with an Epiſtle, 
à copy whereof I ſent to their firſt meeting in the 
firſt month 1763, being as follows. F 
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IN the gentle ſpringing up of Goſpel love and fel- 
Tori I ſalute vol 15 dear brethres and fiſters, 
and hereby let you know, that it is my fervent de- 
fire and prayer that you may individually attend to 
the gift of God in your own hearts, and therein 
wait for the ariſing of his pure life and power, that 
therein and thereby only, the. affairs of the chureh 
may be tranſacted to the honour of Truth and your 
own peace and. ſafety; for to ſpeak in the church 
to the buſineſs. and affairs of truth, by the will, 

wiſdom, and power of man, (however knowing he 
thinks bimſelf) will lead into it's own nature, and 
in the end miniſter ſtrife and contention, and break. 


the unity of the one ſpirit wherein the peace of the * - 


church ftands, Wherefore; I þeſeech you beware 
thereof, and as I know there are among you ſuch 
whom the Lord by his ſpirit and the gentle operati= 
on of his power, is preparing for his own work; 
mind Prog calling in deep humility and holy atten-. 
tion of ſoul; for in your obedience only, will you 
be elected and choſen to the work WRerecuntd he 
| ö hath 
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hath called you: 80 ſhall you be made ſkilful watch- 
men and watchwomen, 578 on the walls of Zion 
to diſcover the approach of an enemy, in whatſo- 
ever ſubtle appearance, and enabled to give warn- 
ing thereof to others. May each of you ſtand up- 
right in your own lots in the regeneration, waiting 
for the pouring forth of the ſpirit and anointi ke 
of the Holy Ghoſt, by che renewing where * 
true qualification js given in the influence of the 
love of the Father, rightly to overſce the flock; and 
| family, of, our God, amongſt whom there are Tome 
Plant with you worthy of your care.” 
1 I ſhould have been glad to have Ge wah, JOU, 
in your monthly.meeting, from the- ſenſe of that 

love which IT now renewedly feel to ſpring and flow 
towards you, but cannot well leave home, I there- 
fore at this time, in the pure refreſhing ſtream 


thereof Again, flute Tos, nd, remain your friend 
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wo the ime of bir itineſe in the year 9 at men- 
Honec in page 205, he uttered divers weighty expreſſi- 

ons; fore of which were committed to" writing by a 
friend who was preſent, and bring well worthy to 
be Further” preſerved are here inſerted, viz, 


In this lickneſs he was reduced very low, and 
ſometimes ſaid it looked unlikely that he ſhould re- 
cover, in the forepart thereof. he often mentioned 
has, being in great N of 1. laying, that be- 
Fore he was taken ill, he felt ſuch deep. diſtreſs 
of mind, that be one he was a cumber to the 

* *ground, and ſcarcely: worthy to partake of the 

N necellaries of life, that en. Lt * 
+ water ſeemed too, * ior him. . 


k eli) 


„ JOHN cexvietnan. _ 29g, 
On the fourth of the eleventh month, four friends 


ver preſent, 1 ook]. in by n awful franle of 
wing nearly as Foll an, wild on a fandy 
* foundation who,reful c paying "that which is fall 
weed E Provincial | or, King's Tax, only, becg u 
Lo Flag others 0 paying it, whom they 5 8 — 
< vet I have, NOW. £ carly, ſeen, 1 well as hereto 
N chat the 1 75 of Wi if dee ply attended 
4 to, alk not N. found to unite with 'watlike mea- 
«x ſures; And at it will in, he Lord's time be e 
ic alted above all © eie d tion, and come to Poets 
4 even the Fates 8 9 5 5 9 
4 IPPESþ ean, and conte e in the eyes 
e ſome 100 15 days, as the 8 of out primi- 


ee tive friends did, in divers reſpetts in the world's 


$ view: And whoſoever continues to trample u 

or deſpiſe. the tender ſeruples of their br Hre 
40 in relation to their clearneſs concernin 5 war, "will 
F certainly find it a eight tod heavy to 
5 bear.” 18 | 
125 i My 1 7 on this account fo far a8 11 
| 18 t it, ds me fatisfaCtion at this time; ar 

t the painful, Tepe 1 have taker on füundry oct 
* ons, both in publick and private to diſcharge 
'# conſcience in the fight of God," in giving Fai 
ee” ful warnings, to my Sdtechtel And countfymen, 
x both in a civil and religious capacity, afford 
& me comfort in this diſtreſling feaſon. I bave 
te clearly ſeen, and the proſpe £ yt this time adds 
5 Divine ſtrength to my aal, 1. mg ay God of 
e Truth is Jeterihined A due time to exalt th 
1. mountain of his Holineſs abc ve all the an o 


1 an empty profeſſion; and uch who ſhall be 
1s 


BY „ admitted as clean inhabitants thereon, he w 
1 them to be quite clean handed; and that th 
f * 'thould broke ſubject 56 the Lamb's Nature 
1 in every re es, nd | ye Bands with that 


of * 


it's ebenes; though it mar, 


r chen 55 | 


* 
AS <>; 


113 

* al _ 
3 

. 


—— — OA — 


— 
. 8 4 

— = 

 . l b 


LES 


. = V3 R 
— — „% — — —ę— — — 


> 
0 


8 
1 


„ FILA | 259 
1 .EACC, rho Is 


TY Tut KW . 9 1 bers 


ture whith Would yy devour ®% or 


age « e 5 p rice ot 1 0 94 


>: yo by: ol 
175 55 er tit C lle fg; en led s 
4 Abe relen t Met peniation allot a mes to. betiold 
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P. 4 cel ardent, affec 10h. WhO Tem 73 Have given, 


j nony they tho ave bot rince of 
Fi W of 7 he 2 5 
an for feat of NH Oh an 1 85 Unity, Which 
E lurely (cons is "be broken, that the true uni- 
The þ the ho ff. peace may be exalted, have 
| 15 contrary 5 the former 5 t of their duty, 
| are t ert Dy, come halt, and, dimſig hted in 
A . re pects; KN "though they + Att ſeem to 
1 5 ire it, cannot ttain- to the potleſs beauty of 
th, nor approagh to the top 55 the mountain; 

h whoſe. account 1 am afraid, chat Tome of them 


FA or, fold awa 571 er $ frien Nat p,zhe teſti- 
| Poa 
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1 will never recover their former ſtrength, nor at- 


a + tain to that Ther ty the truth would have placed 


have bewai ed with anxiety of 
1 5 ahe hen from pu youth | up accuſtom- 

Vie 175 25 and am à man acquainted with 
ow remarkably, the lives of my 

9 8 5 of all men, appear exceeding pre- 
975 gious in my fight. lt looks d loubtful whether I 
1 Thall ever fee my friends 5 1 a quarterly meet- 
3 ing ie Vet if it be the w 10 Divine Proyj- 
. dence WA deſire it; having "heretofore thro? 
_— A ar dif) fition, leſt 1 ould offend ſome, 
& and for 1 A the g by or 8 1 
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ting, 5 now full as ſtrong, or ſronger, than 


121 En 
ever.“ | 


On frebha day morning the ninth of the cnc | 


month, he aid 5 his effect, viz. I have been ge 


br 


From my preſent ſenſe and feeling of that. rer 
Fuer temperance Which is truly p caling n th 8 


us wha b ſo high a . whoſe podle 
| ſhould b | jewples 0 ob 


our fore-fathers in the firſt ſettlement 


to ſee the neceſſity there is for friends to bewarg 
of the cuſtom of drinking drams, or. hr eg 
x 


rits mixed; I haye for many years tate 
any, except on particular” occaſions,” 2 the n 


but a very {mall quantity?, It js my ju ment, 
that as. 2 any of us accuſtom ourſel 
uſe of thoſe ſp pirits, the better it would be for! 175 


conſtitutions in eneral; I believe i it is not confi 
ent with the will of Divi ine Providence, that the 
courſe of nature ſhould be obſtructed and pt Ab 
ed, and 9 our animal ſpirits corrupted through the 


unnatural warmth of ſpirituous iquors,” © 


yes of Heaven, I have mourned that tlie uſe « 
ſtrong drink ſhould become fo. prevalent amon 


the b oy e hoſt, and ſul 
not be def filed, or tainted with any degree 9 


temperance; In harveſt 7 f is l K nerally 5 
* of other refreſhment, which would 
dies of men as ſtrong, and as capable to perform 


hard labour: W itneſs the health and ſtrength of 
of" this 
countyy, when ſtrong liquors were very t little 


uſed amongſt them.“ 
Alas! how qimneſs has oyertaken us 4 eh | 
© We: compare. 5 and qur practices With the 
f e and moderation of our fore: fathers, | 


e. early ſcttlers of this Provinec! How 


fumptuous now are che tables, how rich and 
; WL the, a pany of "er the 5 and the furniture, 


aur Ta chen in the country; 
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4 but n more eſpecially j n the city! How i is the im- 
& plicity and Ramel of Truth depatted from, 
& and pomp and ſplendid appearances taken their 
* place! And how much coſt and time might be 
« ſpared from needleſs things, and àpplyed to bet. 
© tex_ uſes, to the bettering of our country, .and. 
helping to turn away the judgment hich. hangs 
925 over us, in part occaſioned by theſe things.” 
e I defire that my grand children may be brought 
« up in a plain ſimple way, accuſtomed to induſtry, 
>. and ſome uſeful buſineſs in the creation; not 
& aiming at great ęſtates, nor following others in. 
«that way; but give them. uſeful learning, and 
« rather chuſe huſbandry, and a plain calling for 
8 x em in the country, than endeavour to promote 


« my obſervation from m 2 . up, the former 

| 8- corrupting: I obſerved 

« . 21 1 was in h that ſome 8 the great - 
0 


Fr 


| « be e on 955 awful ſenſe * the creator, 
46 than in an eaſy idle education: How many great 
« men there are, whom I could name, whoſe wa 
« of living is mean and homely, in this world's 
1. account, ſo that they have little more than 1 
4 neceſſity requites; and yet they are rich! in the 
5 * beſt ſenſe.” “ 

The next day, being aſked how he was, he ſaid 
N as follows, I have ſlept ſweetly, and ſeem 
. much refreſhed, and tho? I feel myſelf very 
«'weak in body, 1 am full of Divine cnſolation, 
having never pete had ſuch j roſpeRt of Hea- 
e venly mg: lt. ſeems even as though my ſoul 
ce was united in chorus with glorifyed Saints and 
« Angels both fleeping and waking. . I tiow helle ve 
* 1 ſhall recover, and chat this ſickneſs did not 

. 4e happen 


- * 4 
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or aun egvnchhe AN; x | 
ce: 5e to me Altogether” on my, owti account; 5 


h way to recover is to be M's e and All 7 5 


el a en. he gh believe is required of, me; I have 
« many meſſages to deliver, both in blick, and 


75 free y to ige friends, hom I have ſeen eo 15 


ve miſſed their way, and have in à great mea- 
ee ſur deprived themſelves of tue beauty where- 
« Sith an humble abiding in the'truth would have- 
4 dignifyed them; and ſome of my elder brethren, 
6 for whom 1 feel an uncommon. nearneſs of affec- 
« tit, their lives never appeared to be more near 
« to ie, and I dare not conceal coumſel from them, 
« whether they will hear or forbear: Vea, thought 
4 laſt night, I had a clear proſpect of the ſituati-, 
4e ons of many within the verge of our quarterly. 
& meeting; it ſcemed as though the inward ſtates 
& of particulars were opened to me in full view; 
& the pure Life in the brighriieſs of Religion never 
% appeared to be more precious; an uncommon 
« earneſtneſs attends my mind, for the recovery of 
© the rebellious, hypocritical, and backſliding pro- 
e feſfors of all ranks amorigft us: And if I get to 
te our quarterly-meeting (Which 1 believe I ſhall 
 « and can have time allowed me when there, 


« have tidings, important tidings, as from a dying 


_ « man} to many particulars; I have be myſte- 
«'ry of the three da ys, or the Prophets laying three 
10 days and three eh in the belly of 

6 A wicked and adulterous ade are now as 
„ well as formerly, ſceking for a ſign to things 
PE en cloſely, Pat no ſign ſhall has given ther, 

e the en of the Prophet' Fond? Our Savi- 
4115 $ ſufferings for wan and afterwards de- 
ſcending into the bowels of the earth prefigured | 
re that this followers müſt, after lis pattern, de- 
« ſcend into Spiritual 'Baptili; high ey may tiſe 
e again, freed from the dregs of nature; ànd from 
* the Corriptions« of the a paſſions, ety 

* 4 7 2 
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« they can be qualified 72 ſee, and ſuitably to ad, 
2 e to. the ſtates 5 Fe have 
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| 1 of many. who have Worſhi ped ſtrange gods; and 
7 0 COTE en ot {ome who have affumed 
« the: ſtation-of. mi ſters;in, our ſociety, how they 
£.are deceived ſo far, as to believe a. lye; have. ſeen 
; ling viſions, gud have cauſed the weak to ſtum- 
able; they have be 1 ſpeaking peace to the people 
11 as. in the Lord” 5 une, when, it was only. a flaſh, 
ter divination of their own 17 which has tend- 
$;£d,to co 41 HA: Putr 910 in * 8 
es: And 8 en e e ognes 
* have ae hi " a hunky au Ops. 
„ wo M N 
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_ preſſion . theſe things,” whilſe da er kes 
665 e 1 Wag they — 5 be NT 
* i 15 5 is bright ftäts in tde firraftlent 
wo 151 0 Ne 1 and coe who" ate corru 
ale on lees, ſhall be puniſlied. * 
CA en T have abundanfly Wit 
46 ebe, of that Peace and Love Lend 1 
e underſtanding; neither BY LR ie nor capati 
t ate able 60 t forth the of 'cothipaſſion 


91 


de Which" 1 Wyingly feel to'flow towards the "Whole 


2 bulk OF manbkitd; and eſpeci e my Bretlifen 
« in profellion: Tea, it ſeems u thibbigh n6/aMiittion 
8. Would be tov great to enqdurg for their" es 
Le if it night de a means to Have ſome f 
«(whoſe titation 1 have how been led 10 BoA 
6 5 irticulars) reſtored to their former grettthels * 
e an ſpiritual Health, from 'Whenee hey; Hape 
. fallen, and dimneſs has oertaken tem. "Anc nd 
tho? my outward man ſeems almoſt waſted, m 
2 12 fit, is "Ttrong i in the Lord, and in the wehre ef- 


ible ſtrength of Affection, I have found VN bY 


4 190 from lace to. place over the” country, 10 

"te the ſouls in p don & 1- * T hive beheld the © pop. 

Fw. . ing of Po, recious morning, wherein 5 
ee tion ſhall be f t "away ftom the church, 

* Righteouſneſs and T0 'begin | to flourith 225 

= yy The day deem ects to me to be at Hafid; 10 

. E what if 1 "Ye: 1 have a'de gree of faith that 

Ng ce of the children now bet 5 live to ſee 

f Through innocent boldneſs, m ee now, feem 


| Voc 


ee 9 life, I ink I could 18 


* diſcover the Ooty, 90 Ani 9565 en 1 
« feen,, without” caring any "ri Sf man; I f 
. raiſed to liv a while 16 ger, * og h to. 
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b got deſite to live, but for the longings 7 
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5 and bentings f heart Which 1 feel towards the 
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gcious ſeed. in ma 7; whom I have now been 
e . 5 „Iha ve bebeld their ſitpati 
. lumps, take W ee om the 11 
4 of A mother the earth, tho much ies 
from the vie y of martals; ind, are tempering 
< rack 2 nine By, the Divine due in different 
* r, divers uſes; and J. cbave. i 55 ny the 
« oat s Power. is ſufficient to pick Out, 2 nd take 
de away cvery Fraxel and little pebble of nature; 
Zeman) J bang 13 5 K in this een ſet by (as 


it. were) out of - ſight to dry, until all the, damp- 
4. neſs and natural moilture 1 18 removed e 


4 Fot being pet fitted to under g's operation 
« of burning; but when properly. e vail 
my thoroughly. dried, many will be brought to. the 
| F fre, burned, and glazed, ſo 28 they may retain 
| « the liquor or wine of the 5 Pal with a ſweet 
« 5 ak e any. degree of Winz,“ or dee 
On the twelfth. of "the Clever ath mo m nth carly 1 in 
He morning, he ſpake to this pubs; & ] believe 
17 muſt endeavour. to 80 to our quarter! y-mecting, 
(which began the fourteenth} 71 605 as to 17 
Merch I am. very weak: There my mind i is 
12 . 1 's flec ng and, waking; there 1h hope 
#10. be ede Sine things which ſeem to re- 
| 1 ay 5 like a fire, 18 my bones; 1 dare not forbear. 
1 know it is the Way for me to recover m 
& Weed e and to be eaſed: of that whi 
is a heavy burden inwardly, Lice 1 17 85 go, and 
4 believe 1 hell recruit, and gay 10 1 crery” 
| 4 day, ”” (which was.the caſe accgr in; chr 
ther Taid, « My min ind bas for. ſeveral days dene 
8 4 tended with 10510 uncommon. Deng the Nike I 
: never 12 ſo long together, with a ſucceſſion 
125 of ſoul-meltix Ats: I have © reedom.'t to relate - 
what I had ing, 15 91 this morning befqre day, as I 
| ky: in a ſocet Pl 55 1 e in 150 
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words,) viz. „I thought I ſaw Noah's Ark floating 
* on the deluge, or flood, with Noah and his Fa- 

© mily in it, and looking earneſtly at it, I beheld 
< the window of the Ark, and ſaw Noah put out 
<« the dove; and I beheld her flying to and fro, for 4 
& ſome time; but finding no reſt for the ſoal of 4 
e“ her foot, I thought ſhe returned, and I faw 

„ Noah's hand put forth to take her in again. Af. 

t ter ſome time I thought I beheld her put forth a 

* ſecond time; and a raven with her, the dove 

« fled as before for ſome time, and then I ſaw her 

& return with a green olive leaf in her mouth, as 

<« a welcome token of the flood's being abated; I 

<« thought I ſaw alſo the raven fly; cawking, to and 

&* fro, but he did not return; and it came into my - * 
“ mind, this is a ravenous bird, and ſeeks only 
for prey to ſatisfy his own ſtomach, otherwiſe 
& he might have returned to the Ark with good 
© tidings; or ſome pleaſant token, as well as the 4 
% dove: Again, after a ſhort ſpace, I thought I 4 
& beheld the mountain tops, and ſome of the tree | 
“ tops, beginning to appear ent — waters, and | 
«- that I could perceive the flood abate very faſt _ | 
“ and as the waters fell away I ſaw the trees bega 

„ to: bud and a gradual greenneſs of new leaves - 
& came upon them, and 1 heard the voice of the | 
“turtle, and ſaw many ſymptoms of a pleaſant and 
« happy ſeaſon approaching, more than I can noc, 
c relate; and the proſpect thereof raviſhed my 4 
% ſoul; I beheld the trees bloſſoming, the fragrant 
© yalleys adorned with graſs, herbs, and pretty 

<« flowers, and the pleaſant ſtreams guſning down 
towards the ocean; indeed; all nature appeared 

© to have a new dreſs; the birds were hopping on 

% the boughs of the trees, and chirping; each in 

+ their own notes, warbled forth the praiſe of their 
creator. And whilſt I beheld theſe things, a 

« ſaying of the Prophet was brought freſh in my 

| Ff memory, 
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66 memory, and applicable as 1 thought to the view 
before me, viz. The mountains and the hills ſhall 
& break forth before you into ſinging, and all the trees 
&« of the field ſhall clap their hands; inſtead of the thorn 
* ſhall come up the fir tree, and inſtead of the brier 
« ſhall come up the myrtle tree, and it ſball be to the 
& Lord for a name, for an everlaſting ſign that ſhall 
e not be cut off,” fee. Iſaiah, Iv. r2-13. 
„When I awoke, the proſpe& remained clear in 
«+ my mind, and had a ſweet reliſh, which now con- 
e tinues with me; and the application of the Viſion 
© ſeems to me in this manner; The flood which 
« appeared to cover the face of the earth, is the 
& corruption and darkneſs which is ſo prevalent 
% over the hearts of mankind; the Ark repreſents 
& a place of ſafe (tho' ſolitary) refuge, wherem the 
&* Almighty preſerves his humble attentive people, 
who, like Noah, are aiming at perfection in their 
“generation. The dove ſets forth the innocent, 
& harmleſs, and loving diſpoſition, which attends 
<« the followers of the lamb who are always willing 
& to bring good.tidings, when ſuch are to be had: 
The raven repreſents a contrary diſpoſition which 
& reigns in the hearts of the children of diſobedi- 
« ence, who chiefly aim at gratifying their own 
4 ſenſual appetites; the waters gradually abating, 
“the trees appearing, and afterwards budding, 
& the voice of the turtle, and the pleaſant notes of 
<& the, birds, all ſeem clear to me, to preſage the 
00 approach of that glorious morning, wherein cur- 
&* ruption and iniquity ſhall begin to abate, and be 
ce ſwept away; and then every thing ſhall appear to 
s have a new dreſs: I am fully confirmed in the 
ee belief, that that ſeaſon will approach, which was 
et foretold by the prophet, wherein the glory of the 
& Lord ſhall cover the earth, as the waters cover 
«the ſea; and in a ſenſe of theſe things my ſoul 
« is overcome. I feel the * kindneſs of 412 
« Lor 
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Lord Almighty, yet waiting for the return of 
„ backſliders with unſpeakable mercy; and my 
c ſoul in a ſenſe of it, ſeems bound ſtronger than 
„ ever, in the bonds of a goſpel travail; which 
6 travail I hope will encreaſe, and ſpread amongſt 
ce the faithful, for the enlargement of the chureh; 
“ that the nations may flock unto Sion; which 
& ſhall become an eternal excellency, even the joy 
4 of the whole earth.” FURTHER 

Again he expreſſed his *. a proſpect of the 
morning; and ſaid, “ The day {tar is riſen, which 
*< preſages the approach of the morning; I have 
& ſeen it in its luſtre, and have a lively ſenſe of 
« that ſaying being again fulfilled in the New-Cre- 
ation, (ſee Fob, xxxviii. 7.) The morning /tars 
e ſang together, and the ſons of God ſhouted for joy. 
6 I have heard their ſound intelligibly, and my 
<« heart is comforted therein. The potſherds of the 
“ earth may elaſh together for a ſeaſon; but the 
„Lord in due time will bring about the reforma- 
„ tion: The predictions of Archbiſhop Uſher, 
„ (mentioned in the preface to Sewell's Hiſtory) 
% have come freſh in my memory, and nearly cor- 
<« reſpond with the ſenſe I have, that a ſharp and 
„ trying diſpenſation is to come upon the profeſ- 
« ſors of chriſtianity; wherein the honeſt and up- 
“right hearted ſhall be hid as under the hollow of 
4 the Lord's hand; when rents, diviſions and com- 
„ motions ſhall encreaſe amongſt the earthly-mindZ 
ed, and one branch of a family be at ſtrife with 
another, like the daughter-in-law againſt the 
© mother-in-law, &c. and happy will it be for thoſe 
* who endeavour to ſtand: ready for the approach 
«of ſuch a diſpenſation.” 7 oe 
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G A P. VII. 


His Viſit to the Quarterly- meeting at Salem, and the 
General- meetings at Uwchlan and Goſhen, in 1764. 
His attendance of the Tearly-meeting in Philadel- 
pbia, 1767—And the General-meeting at Cacil in 
Maryland. —The Death of bis Wife. —His Viſit to 
divers Meetings in Cheſter and Bucks Counties=—to 
the Tearly-meeting in Maryland. — Alſa to ſeveral 
Meetings in New- Jerſey.— And fome others in York 
County Pennſylvania.—Alſo to Fairfax, &c, in 


irginia. i 
IN the fpring of the year 1764, 1 acquainted my 
friends that I had a deſire to attend the quar- 
terly-meeting ; at Salem in New-Jerſey,. wherewith 
haying their concurrence, on the ſeventeenth of the 
fifth month 1 left home and went to Wilmington, 
and next day in company with ſeyeral friends from 
thence by water to our friend Joſhua Thompſon's 
at the mouth of Salem Creek; at the meeting of 
miniſters and elders we were comfortted together 
through the goodneſs of the Lord; on firſt day 
there was a large gathering of a mixed multitude, 
and quiet, the Divine power being felt and Goſpel 
Truths preached, by the influence of the love 
whereof many hearts were tendered; tho' I thought 
the beauty and ſolemnity of the meeting was a little 
marred by an appearance that was continued too 
long; to begin in the life and conclude in the power 
and life, is becoming a-miniſter of the Goſpel. 

On ſecond day morning the meeting of miniſters 
and elders was again held, it was a precious inſtruc- 
tive ſeaſon in the love of Chriſt our holy head, by 
which the humble were united; afterwards we had 
a large meeting for public worſhip, wherein the 


teſtimony of Truth flowed treely; the call to the 
| minültry 
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* miniſtry and qualification neceflary to preach the 
Goſpel being clearly ſet forth; in humble admira- 
tion I could renewedly acknowledge, Thou art, 0h 
Lord! Strength in our weakneſs, mouth and wiſdom, 
yea all things to thy humble depending ſervants whoſe 
truſt is on thee, waiting for thy putting forth in the 
way, and gently going before them, bleſſed be thy holy 
name fur ever. In tranſacting the affairs of the 
diſcipline a ſpirit of brotherly love prevailed; the 
youth's-meeting at Pileſgrove was alſo large and 
edifying, the great Shepherd of Iſrael being pleaſed 
to ſtretch forth the crook of his Love, for gather- 
ing of the ſtraying youth from purſuing after lying 
vanities and worldly pleaſures; miniſtring reproof 
to hypocrites and formal profeſſors, yet comforting 
his children and humble dependant followers,” to 
the praiſe of his own eternal name; the meeting of 
miniſters and elders ſat again by adjournment, when 
we had an uniting parting ſeaſon; I returned to my 
friend Joſnua Thompſon's, next day to a meeting 
at Wilmington, and in the evening home, being 
thankful that I had been enabled to perform this 
ſmall journey. n ' f 
After which having a ſtrong deſire to attend the 
general-meetings at Goſhen and Uwchlan, on the 
eighth of the ſixth month my dear wife and I left 
hame, tho? I was very unwell with a cold taken in my 
return from Salem, and a fever attending me eve- 
ay; we attended Uwchlan meeting on firſt day, 
alſo one in the evening at the houſe of our brother 
Daniel Brown, which was dull and exerciſing, from 
a ſenſe of the prevalence of a ſpirit which leads 
many into forgetfulneſs of God, after the vanities, 
love and pleaſures of this periſhing world. Next 
day the general meeting at Goſhen was very large, 
and much diſturbed by the going out and coming 
in of many, but thro' Divine goodneſs it came to 
s better ſettlement before it concluded, when'folid 
3 friends 
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friends in a degree of the renewing of the Lord's 
comforting love, were refreſhed in him and one ano- 
ther; a viſitation being continued to the youth, the 
praiſe whereof belongs to the great Author of all 
o0d} | e 20 0 

© The general- meeting at Uwchlan on the day fol- 
lowing was alſo large, and meaſurably attended 
with the ownings of. truth, under the influence of 
which, admonitjon and counſel flawed freely to the 
youth, the Divine witneſs in ſeveral of whom was 
reached, and the name of the Lord praiſed, who 
is for ever worthy ! 01 341d 

la theſe large meetings, as on all other ſuch oc- 
caſions, it is neceſſary in order for a proper qualifi- 
cation to miniſter to the people, humbly to wait to 
know the inward life, and baptizing virtue of the 
ſpirit and power of Jeſus Chriſt, our all in all, with- 
out whoſe help we can never do his work to his 
praiſe, but inſtead of gathering the flock, we ſhall 
miniſter to their ſcattering from the true place of 
feeding. After being at the preparative meeting at 
| FEaſt-Caln and a meeting at Uwchlan, we returned 
home thankful to the Lord, who had mercifully 
ſupported us in this ſmall gaurney, both of us being 
weakly and indiſpoſed in health. 
In the ninth month 1767, I attended our yearly- 
meeting in Philadelphia, which held a week, all the 
ſittings whereof both for worſhip and diſcipline, 
were through the. overſhadowing of Divine favMAar, 
inſtructive to the humble waiters; and the teſtimo- 
ny of Truth, particularly againſt the unjuſt and 
unrighteous practice of ſlave-keeping, greatly pre- 
vailed; and friends were fully cautioned againſt be- 
queathing, by will, as ſlaves to their poſterity, the 
poor | Negroes, their fellow. creatures, it being an 
unlawful act in the fight of the great and righteous 
parent of all mankind. This meeting concluded with 


a degree of awe and reverence, under the fweetens 
DAI N 
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ing influence of the Father's Love: I returned 
home to our general-meeting at Nottingham, which 
was held on the fourth and fifth days of the tenth 
month. D , »f36 00 187819 
After which having a ſtrong deſire to attend the 
general- meeting at Cæcil in Maryland, I ſat out in 
company with ſeveral other friends, and reached 
the firſt ſitting of the meeting, which was fmall 
and dull; the public meeting next day was very 
large and attended with ſome ſatisfaction, thoſe of 
other ſocieties who were there were moſtly pretty 
quiet; at the meeting of miniſters and elders the 
want of ſolid elders being evident, the conſidera- 
tion thereof was propoſed to the quarterly-meeting, 
which was held in the afternoon of the ſame day, 
when it was recommended to the monthly-meetings 
to obſerve the direQions of the yearly-meeting, to 
chuſe well qualified ſolid friends for that weighty 
ſtation. * 

The meeting for public worſhip was again large, 
being attended by many of other ſocieties, and my 
brother W"* Brown was largely opened in doctrine 
to the edification of the auditory; after which I 
had a ſhort teſtimony tending to cloſe the, forego- 
ing: In the meeting for diſcipline I had occaſion 
to lament that there were too few who feelingly 
underſtood the weight of fuch meetings, or were 
clean handed to move therein, either to their own 
profit or the help of their brethren; yet there are a 
few who ſeem to be under a preparation for the 
work, and I hope will grow in their gifts. On 
third day morning buſineſs began again, and ended 
full as well as I expected. I thought the Lord was 
mercifully pleaſed to open conſiderable inſttuction 
to ſuch among them, who had cars to- hear and 
hearts diſpoſed to receive it. The meeting for wor- 
thip held that afternoon, was not ſo large as on the 
other two days, the ſervice thereof lay weightily 
3 on 
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on me, and I had a full opportunity te relieve my 
mind towards the people, in opening to them the 
nature and ground of ſpiritual worſhip and true 
prayer, alſo the true call and qualification for 
1 miniſtry, declaring what it was to live of 
GCoſpel, in oppoſition to a forced. maintenance; 
Truth fa / oured and the people were ſolid, ſeveral 
being much reached; the meeting ending to fatif- 
faction, with a ſenſe of humble thankſgiving in 
many hearts to the Lord, whoſe mercies through 
Chriſt Jeſus are to his people yea and amen for 
Ever. 


His wife being under many years afflition with 4 
Cancer on her head, which was now /o greatly in- 
ereaſed as to require his daily affeftionate attendance, 
* confined him moſtly at home until after her deceaſe, 
which was in the ſeventh month 1770; ſhe was a 
Heady examplary friend: Concerning whom the month- 
ly-meeting of. Nottingham give the following teſtimony. 

Our friend Margaret Churchman was born 
„ (of believing parents William and Eſther Brown, 

* who lived at Chicheſter in the county of Cheſter 
in Pennſylvania,) the thirteenth of the firſt month 
< 1506-7, her father removing with his- family into 
„ Maryland near Suſquehanna, died before ſhe' was 
„ ten years old. In the twenty-third year of her 
e age, ſhe entered into a marriage ſtate with John 
e Churchman of Nottingham, and being religiouſ- 
« ly inclined from her childhood, became a diligent 
„ ſeeker after that bread which nouriſhes the in- 
„ward man, and thereby grew in religion, and 
<&- about the thirty-fourth year of her age, it pleaſed 
the Lord to put her forth in the miniſtry, in which 
< ſhe was frequently exerciſed to the comfort and 
c edification of the churches where ſhe viſited, in 
« this and the Southern Provinces, being delivered 
in a degree of life, and goſpel ſweetneſs in per- 

9 . e tinent 
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e tineut expreſſions, free from unbecoming geſtures; 
e ſhe was an example in plainneſs, a diligent at- 
“ tender of meetings, and an humble waiter there- 
in, ſerviceable in meetings of buſineſs, having a 
good ſenſe, of diſcipline, with a becoming zeal 
% to ſupport. the teſtimony of Truth in its various, 
branches, and uſeful, in the weighty ſervice of | 
ien 
In the latter part of her life ſhe was fot many 
« years afflicted with a cancer on her head, which 
ſhe bore with remarkable patience, reſignation. 
«© and innocent chearfulneſs, attending. meetings 
% to the admiration of many who knew her diſ- 
< eaſe, which notwithſtanding various applications 
« {9 increaſed: that ſhe became too weak to attend 
« meetings ſometime before her deceaſe, yet ſhe 
& retained her love to truth and friends to the 
% laſt, and in the ſixty-fourth year of her age, be- 
« ing a miniſter about thirty years, ſhe departed © 
„ this life, on the twenty-eighth of the ſeventl 
„ month 1770, and was buried on the thirtieth in 
e friends burying ground at Eaſt- Nottingham at- 
« tended by many friends and neighbours, at which 9 
% time we. had a ſolid ſatisfactory meeting. 
Given forth by our nionthly-meeting held alt 
Eaſt. Nottingllam, the twenty-ſeventh of the * 
% ſeventh month 1771, and ſigned on behalf 
„ thereof, by - p 4 Be s Hd Ee: * 
| . Samuel England, + WW 
«© Rebecca — Clerks. 8 
Having an inclination to attend Cheſter quarterly- 
meeting, alſo ſome meetings within. the verge there- 
of; with the concurrence of friends I ſat out on 
the firſt of the ſecond month 1771, attended New- 
Garden monthly- meeting next day, in which the 
love of our merciful Father was meaſurably felt, to 
911 the comfort of the humble in heart, and on firſt 
bs wet 777 4 
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day at Birmin ham, on the next had a meeting in 
this: houſe of Richard Downing at Milltown, with 
people of various ſorts; the Lord was pleaſed to 
aſſiſt with wiſdom and ability, in meaſure, to di- 
vide his word in reproof, counſel, admonition and 
caution, to the praiſe of his own name; on third 
ay at Pikeland was a pretty full meeting tho? a 
very cold day, Truth was felt to be near us; a pro- 
fitable opportunity was had alſo in the family of the 
widow Meredith, ſhe being weakly did not get out 
to their meeting; next day had a cold ride to Nant- 
mell, where was a large full meeting and I believe 
beneficial to many preſent, by the tendering good- 
neſs of the blefled Shepherd of ſpiritual Iſrael, the 
crook of whoſe heavenly love is {till ſtretched forth 
to his ſheep, who are not yet acquainted with the 
true fold of reſt and ſafe feeding place; his own 
works praiſe him: Uwchlan monthly- meeting on the 
day following was a laborious ſeaſon, yet through 
"Divine favour made comfortable to the weary tra- 
vellers, who had to rejoice together in a participa- 
tion of the r dae of Iſrael, and therein to 
worſhip his name who is worthy for ever. Goſhen 


_ . monthly-meeting was alſo laborious; when former 


experience is fed upon, or the love or honour of 
the world and fleſhly caſe takes place, a ſpirit grows 
up in the church, which cannot judge for God and 
his Truth; for the judgment is his, in whoſe fear 
his children are made to-rejoice, when his preſence 
1s known, and his humbling goodneſs manifeſted 
to his people. On firſt 57 I was at Middletown 


| meeting, in which there ſeemed to be a tender 


viſitation and call to the youth, to acquaint them- 
ſelves with the God of their Fathers, his love being 
meaſurably witneſſed” among us. The quarterly 
meeting for Cheſter held at Concord, was ſolid and 
_ edifying, through the extendin of the Heavenly 
father's love to . children en of his family; 5 from 
. ence 
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thence. I went to Wilmington, viſited ſome of my 


aquaintance, and had a comfortable fitting in the, | 


family of David Ferriſs, his ſon Benjamin being ill 
in. a conſumption: I alſo attended the monthly- 
meeting, which tho? a ſearching. time, was I be- 
lieve to the comfort and edification of many, the. 
uniting love of truth being experienced, reſted on; 
friends in the time of the buſineſs; after which I 


went to the monthly - meetings at Center and Brad- 


ford, and from thence to our quarterly- meeting 
at London- Grove; then returned home, having 
favoured with ability, felt a degree of reverent 
thankfulneſs to the Lord, who is all things to his 
ſervants, who truly abide in gothingneſs, of ſelf, he 


— peace in performing this journey, and being 
a 


is therefore worthy of all obedience and honour for 


ever. | Ln bode e 
On the twenty-firſt of the third month, I left my 


habitation in order to attend our general ſpring» 


5 8g 
meeting at Philadelphia, in my way called at Wils 
mington, and. was at the burial of Benjamin Ferris, 
before mentioned; Our ane i was to me 


very comfortable in a ſenſe of the living preſence. 
of the Holy Head of the church, in which his true 


children were edified, and ſtrengthened, and mutu- 


= * 


ally comforted one in another; bleſſed be his name 


for ever 


At this meeting the brethren both miniſters and 


elders, apprehend it their duty in the love of Chriſt, 
to appoint ſuch who are villing to give up their 
names to attend the ſeveral large or general meet- 
tings, which come in courſe in the enſuing ſummer 
before our yearly- meeting, to which. they are ex- 
pected to give ſome accaunt of the meetings ſo . at- 


tended by them, u 558 a ſmall draught in my 


mind to be at 6 
name to attend . TEN, 


n 


t at Duck Creek, I gave in my | 


3 
| 
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On my return from Philadelphia ] fat witlr friends 

t their week day meeting in Wilmington, which 
wough the continued goodneſs of the Lord, was 
in ſome meaſure a profitable ſeaſon, I hope to ma- 


ny: Here I felt a ſtrong deſire to ire the friends to- 
gether, who are owners of the griſt-mills lately 
bu at and near Brandiwyne, and upon notice 


ereof, they met the ſame afternoon at the houſe 
of Daniel Byrnes, when I had an opportunity to 


diſcharge my mind in an affectionate manner, of 


what had impreſſed it towards them, which they 
appeared to receive in a degree of the fame love, 
and as I believe it came from the author of all 
good, who is alone worthy of praiſe, a wane} may 
attend that opportunity if rightly remembere | 

On the twenty-ſixth of the fourth month being 


accompanied by a friend and neighbour, I went to 


Duck Creek, and was at the monthly-meeting there. 
the next day, which was heavy, occaſioned by the 


- Prevalence of a formal, lukewarm worldly ſpirit 


over many of the profeſſors belonging thereto, but 


through the long ſufferitg and continued mercy of 


God, there ſeemed to be a renewed awakening vi- 
fitation to ſome.” The meeting on firſt day was v&- 
> large, the Lord being mereifully pleaſed to open 

e ſtates and conditions of many, in a particular 
inſtrumental manner, and in a meaſure of his holy 
heart tendering power, which reached the witneſs, 
divers were humbled, and the meeting ended with 
thankſgiving, prayer and praiſes to the Lord who b 
is worthy for ever. 

On ſecond day the meeting was not fo large, oc- 
cafiotied* by a fair being near, nevertheleſs it was a 
ſeaſon in which the doctrine and myſteries of the 
kingdom of Chriſt were largely ſet forth to the 
people, by the influence of fie ſpirit, and in the 
love and viſdom of the holy high Prieſt, who is all 
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We had alſo three ſelect opportunities with the 
miniſters and elders, Woe whom there was great 
8 weakneſs, the reaſo 

made known to them, from the ſenſe given in 
1 love and fear of him, who will not own and 


unite with ſuch as are defiled, which ps. Wo: 


had a hope would be profitable. 


| Next day ſeveral of us were at George? $ Creek, 


which meeting is much. declined; where' the love 
of the world and its alluring vanities prevail on the 
profeſſors of truth, their affections are drawn from 


God, they grow lack in attending meetings, and 


are a bad example one to another; it was a hard 
meeting, but through the love of Chriſt, a meaſure 


of goſpel anointing egen to open to them their 


ſtates in great love and plainneſs, which ſeemed to 
affect ſome particulars, may it be remembred with 


reverence before him who is the * al all good, 


and praiſe worthy for ever! > 
Soon after my return home, being my mind 
engaged to attend the quarterly-mecting in Bucks 


County, with a few other meetings in Philadelphia 


quarter, I ſet out on the twenty-ſixth of the fifth 
month, accompanied by Samuel England, and on 
the third day of the week following was at the 
Bank mbathig in Philadelphia, which was comfort- 
able; on fifth day at the quarterly-meeting at Buck. 
ingham, and next day at the general youth's meet- 
ing, which was large and divinely favoured, then 


viſiting ſeveral indiſpoſed friends, on firſt day 1 


attended Plumſtead meeting, and in that week the 
feveral monthly-meetings of Buckingham, Wrightſ⸗ 
wn, the Falls and Middletown, alſo a public meet- 


ing at Makefield; was on firſt day at Briſtol, from 


whence I went with my friend James Thornton to 


their afternoon en at Byberry, had aw ap- 


pointed one at the ſame place next day; and in that 


week viſited the ſeveral neigbouring neee | 


of 


ns whereof were plain-. 
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of Which was a; general youth's meeting at Hor. 
ham, large and inſtructive, wherein the love of our 


Heavenly Father was felt by his truly depending 
children; then taking meetings at Gwynedd, Pro- 
videncg, Richland, Oley, Exeter, Maiden Creek, 


+ Reading, and on firſt. ay at the Foreſt, 1 from. 


thence rode to Uwchlan, and on ſecond day had a 


meeting at Milltown in the houſe of Robert Valen- 
tine, then proceeded home, having rode about 370 


miles in this journey, in which I was favoured with 
my health, and. held travelling beyond my expeQa- 


— At the gentle 3 of Truth I left my 
| habitations# * 1 little pro 


c of much before 
me, but was preſerved in a hr reſignation to the 
Divine will to do whatſoever ſhould appear my 
duty, beſeeching the Lord to enable me to watch 


againſÞ-every appearance of ſelf in the great and - 


pure work of -declaring the goſpel to the people, 
and: have great canſe to be humbly thankful, that 
the Lord was pleaſed to own gl I beyond 
expectation, to the exaltation ot his own truth; 


In the tenth month following I went to to the yearly. 


meeting at Third-hayen in Maryland, the meetings 
for warſhip held three days, and each of them were 


very large, and many Goſpel Truths were delivered 


in the love and power thereof, by which the wit 


neſs of God was reached in the hearts of many of 
the people, and friends comforted and made thank - 
ful to the Lord, that he was pleaſed to own us with 
the overſhadowing of his heavenly love; on fourth 


ed, when we had a parting meeting, which through 
Divine favour was a precious time to many. I had 
never been at the yearly-meeting when held at this 

e before, and now witnefſed my heart enlarged 
in the love of the Goſpel to declare the ſame among 


Fr multitude of people who profeſſed the Chriſtian 


name; 


day morning the affairs of the diſcipline were finiſn- 
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name, and to remind” them of their conduct and 
dreſs, how different it was from that of thote who 
formerly ſuffered martyrdom for their religion'as 
no profeſſed by the members ef the Church of 


England ſo called, who own the reformers as their __ 
| | ' 3.974 


predeceſſors, s. 5 16,258, Wil (Vos das 
Feeling a draught of love in my mind towand 
ſome meetings in New. Jerſey, particulartly at Egg. 
harbour, having the concurrence of my friends at 
home, I ſet out on ſecond day the firſt of "therfixth 
month 1572, and taking in my way a meeting at 
Haddonfield, and another at the houſe of my friend 
Thomas Evans, which through the preſence and 
power of the ſearcher of hearts was made profita- 
ble to ſome there preſent, reached Little Egg- Harbour 
on feyenth day, and the next attended the yearly- 
meeting, in which the love of the goſpel was felt to 
flow towards a looſe, raw, uneivilized people, Who 
appeared to attend there more out of curioſity, than 
a reverent thoughtfulneſs of worſhiping almighty 
God; in the afternoon of the ſame day the conti- 
nuance of Divine favour was remarkably evident 
towards the inhabitants, for which the Lord made 
the hearts of his ſenſible children thankful to him- 
ſelf who is the author of all good; the meeting on 
ſecond day was allo very large, in which the true 
children of the family were comforted in Ohriſt 
Jeſus the Lord and holy head of the church, by the 
anointing virtue of whoſe precious name and power, 
they were made to rejoice in the company one of 
another; here 'parting with many valuable beloved 
friends, I went over the bay, to\the upper meeting 
on Great Egg-harbour ſhore, which was large conſi- 

dering the notice, here I was comforted in knowin 
for whoſe name fake I was made willing to leave 
my company, and turn that way, the Lord being - 
pleaſed to own, my ſervice by the inſpiration of a 
degree of his heavenly wiſdom and love, to ſpeak 
* to 
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do the ſtates of thoſe that were preſent, bleſſed be 
his name who is worthy-for ever. I went home with 
my ftiehd Joſeph Mapes, next day attended the 
lower meeting, Which through Divine favour was a 
Precious ſeaſon then paſſed over to the Cape, and 
next morning was at a meeting at the upper houſe, 
Where many not of our ſociety attended, to whom 
the doctrine. of the Goſpel flowed in deſcribmg the 
nature of pure and undefiled religion, and wherein 
it conſſſted; the people were ſtill and quiet. In 
the afternoon of the ſame day I had a meeting at 
the lower houſe, which is called eight miles down 
the Cape, this was an heart tendering time, for 
Which friends were made truly thankful; I thought 
it ſeemed like to be my laſt viſit to theſe parts. 
From thence I went to Cohanſy, 45 miles, to Mark 
Reeye's where I reſted the next day, being very 
weary and almoſt overcome with hard traveling; 
on firſt day I was at Greenwich meeting, and in 
the afternoon at Alloways Creek, which was very 
large, many of other ſocieties attending, the doc- 
trine of Truth flowed to them in a meaſure of the 
love thereof; next day the meeting at Salem was 
| held in the Court-houſe, the meetmg-houſe being 
taken down, and a new one building; on third day 
I: was at the upper. meeting near Alloways Creek, 
which through Divine Goodneſs. was an inſtructive 
time to ſome ſeekers; the paſſage treated upon 
was our Lord's deſcription of the ariſe and pub- 
lican who went up to the temple to pray, the great 
difference in the form of their addrefles was opened 
in à clear manner, by the ſpirit of him who gave 
forth that parable, to my humble admiration, which 
Was cauſe of reverent thankfulneſs, they who were 
4 ſenſible being encouraged, and the conceited form- 
we -aliſts rebuked, * r 5 
I From hence I went to John Davis's, had a com- 
-fortable opportunity with ſome indiſpoſed biene 
Sy | n is 
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his family; then taking pectings 75 katie Op. 
pet Greenwich, and „ was on ft 2521 
morning at Haddonfic)d, we TY the" afterndon 
Newtown, which laſt was laborions, tho? 1 NES 
being bleſſed to ſeveral preſent,” y as thereby _ 
profitable; that c&vening I went over to we 
weary in body, but chearful in mind, being 10 
ble of a degree of thankfulneſs for che 2 
favour of Lord and Maſter, who had been t 
me a e and fecret ſupport in this 
journey. After ſtaying two days, and on each "Ut 
tending meetings in the city, 1 took Wilmington 
meeting in my way home, having travelled about 
three hundred and fifty miles, attended about twen- 
ty meetings, beſides having ſeveral comfortable op· 
portunities in families. f 

Being under an appointment with other ends 
of our quarterly-meeting, to viſit friends of the 
monthly-meetings' of Warrington and Fairfax, I ſet 
out on the ſeventh of the tenth month, and taking 
a meeting with friends in Yorktown, we were at 
Warrington on firſt day, then viſited the feveral 
meetings of Newberry, Huntington, and Monallen, 
in which Truth owned our ſervice in a good de- 
gree; our labour of love appearing to be kind! 
received, I hope may be uleful; on the firſt day 


following five of us were at + 0 Creek meeting 
then at Buſh Creek, Monaqueſy, Fairfax, Gooſe 


Creek, and Southfork, wherein the Lord was pleaf- 


ed in his wonted goodneſs and mercy to magnify 
his own name who is praiſe worthy for erer. 
After a ſeaſonable opportunity with friends held 
in the houſe of Abel fanny at parting with them, 
we returned to Fairfax netting on firſt day, where. 
under the influence of the Divine preſence, the tef- 
timony and doctrine of Truth flowed freely to the 
people, in a humble ſenſe whereot, praiſes aſcended 
to his holy name who is over all worthy for ever. 

H h. . Several 
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Several of gur company now returning homes 
Fc, three of us net being eaſy yet to return, 


Nee en den e dr a friend, who lay in a ha- 
Fuiſhing condition, which I believe was ſerviceable, 


the. Joye-of gur Heavenly Father being in ſome. de- 
Fite bell among us; on third day we had a meeting 
= 


* Bi called) among a raw people, where 
* Wine 18 A els e ee favoured che opportu- 


55855 
| Go ; 109 , | 
mityz on the day, following we attended Fairfax pre- 


 paratiye meeting, the two next days we viſited ſome 
Ack friends, and on ſeventh day were at the month- 
meeting, which was in the main fatisfactory; on 
- brit gay the meeting was thought to be the largeſt 
. exer beld at this place, and the Goſpel being preach - 
ec in che love of it to the tendering the hearts of 
many, the meeting ended in humble thankſgiving to 
the holy Author of. all. good; next day in company 
2 with ſeveral friends of Fairfax, I attended a meet. 
ing at Monaqueſy, where ſome, came who did not 
make religious profeſſion with us, which was an in- 
| _ ſtructive tendering ſeaſon through the Lord's good- 
F - neſs; after a meeting at Buſh Creek, and another at 
| Pipe Creek, I travelled to Gunpowder, and attend- 
2 the quarterly-meeting for the Weſtern ſhore of 
Marylaud, likewiſe the general-meeting for worſhip 
on firſt day, at which were ſeveral not of our ſociety 
Whoſe. hearts were reached by the love of truth; 
next day I had a meeting at the little Falls, and 
from. thence returned home, where after ſtaying 
three days, I went to our quarterly-meeting at Lon- 
don Grove, the two laſt days of which afforded 
ſome comfort and ſatisfaction. On the fourteenth 
of the N month I went to Wilmington, on 
Which day Margaret the wife of John Perry was 
buried after a ſhort illneſs, I ſpent part of the even- 


ing in his afflicted family to ſatisfaction, ſtaying in 

the town two. days 1 attended their monthly- meet- 

- ng, and thought there was a want of more mem; 
13 N N bers 
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bers deeply baptized for the work. which appears p 
neceſſary in the church at that place; at this time 
Deborah the daughter of David Ferriſs being in. a 
declining conſumptive ſtate, and waſting faſt, 1 
viſited her to my ſatisfaction, ſhe appearing to be 
in a reſigned humble frame of ſpirit, was an exam- 
plary young woman whom I eſteemed; then going 
to' Center and Hockeflon meetings, I was at New- 
Garden on firſt day, which I thought thro? Diyine 
favour an inſtruQive profitable meeting to' myſelf, 
and perhaps to ſome others; the ſubject which 
opened was the neceffity of not leaning to, or fol- 
lowing any man, but o attending to the pure mo- 
tion, and ſecret influence of the Spirit of Truth 
manifeſted in the heart, in the meekneſs, and 
purity of the wiſdom from above, it was that — 
which the churches were gathered, and the m 
bers, preſerved in the unity of the one bleſſed” 5 
rit, and perfect bond of peace and good qrder- 
I next attended our preparative ore dn — 
meetings, after which was confined; moſtly at hot 
for about a month by a fever, during which tithe 
my mind was often much humbled ande a ſenſe of 
the prevalence of a dull, luke warm ſpirit, a8 to 4 
life and power of Truth; earthly mindedneſs, 
the cares and cumbers concerning the thir co hs 
preſent life having drawn the minds of x np 
death; I never more clearly fa th "ow there 
| was for us who profeſs the truch, ſiiigly t0 hen 
to the gentle inſtructions of the Ho 1 writ theresf, 
which only doth, and ever will, tat and guide 
into all Truth, and teſerveth h hene on | 
failings which are {0 abund anfly eien among t 0 
whereby our Hands are weakened in veſpett 10 6. 
exefy} exercife of the diſcipline of the chütck. 
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His Attendance of the Weſtern Quarterly-mecting in 

the ſecond Month 177 3—The Spring-meeting in 
_. Philadelphia—And the General-mecting at Duck 
.,, Creek—The Suarterly-meeting at 8 brewſbury—— 
3 7 as ſeveral ather meetings in New. Ferſey—The 
| . , e in Philadelphia in 1774.— lit laſt 
Pit to New-York—And Lon g-I/land.-—His laſt 
1 attendance of. the GR NY in Philadelphia.- — 
lis being at 4 a there in 1775.— 

And his laſt Fourney to ſun ary, Meetings on the 
4, .. Eaftern-ſhore . ide is laſt Ine 5 with 

x 


1 ny 5 pref ons in vba time, —His 2 
ne Burial. 


I EING ſomewhat recovered of my. indiſpoſition 
of body, I fat in our ſelect meeting of mini- 
| and elders on the firſt of the ſecond month 
44773, in which I was comforted under a ſenſe of 
* being owned in ſome degree by the viſitation of 
ivine love, and afterwards attended our quarterly- 
weeting at London-Grove, each ſitting whereof 
Was favoured with the continuance of heavenly help, 
to the 0 of the humble waiters. I re- 
ned home with thankfulneſs in my mind to the 
To uf who had furniſhed me with ſtrength i in my 
(weak ſt ate to ſit with my friends, in which we ought 
to be g examples; attended our own meeting 
on the, fifth and; firſt days; following, and in the 
re; 1 800 went to Wilmington to the | burial of 
fas rah Ka before mentioned, after. which, A 
| 905 bie mecting was bed. 

8 -lixth of the third. mentelle out 

om — . — in order to attend our genera ſpring 
een at Philadelphia, but did not get there in | 
925 is the firlt ſitting thereof, ſuch of them as 1 
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did attend, I thought were in the main, times of 
Divine favour; on my return home ward. I Was at a 
ſmall meeting at Cheſter, alſo the general meeting 
at Wilmington, and ſoon after the general me 
at Duck Creek, and their monthly-meeting 8 
ing it; the meeting there on firſt day was 2 
and tho' a mixed multitude abe it was ſo id 
through the overſhadowing of heavenly power, the 
Lord was pleaſed to open the myſteries of the king» 
dom, influencing my heart to preach the 3 in 
the love F. ue; to my humble adiniration, and 
many were tendered, for which renewed 2 | 
and favour, a Kere: of thankſgiving ene 
from the hearts of his children, to The | 
and merciful God who is worthy, for —— the 
meeting on ſecond day was a time of conſolation 
the heavy hearted, inſtruction to the humble ſeck- 
ers, and a ſeaſon of ſtrengthening to the weak, 
blefſed be the name of the Lord for his mer 
endure for ever: I was next at George's Gro 
meeting, in which friends were encouraged, and 
in ſome degree refreſhed divers not of our ſociety 
attending; the doctrine of perſonal election | 
reprobation as held by ſome, was refuted, and it 
was clearly pointed out wherein the election ſtood, 
viz. In Chriſt the 7 which cleaved unto, and cho- 


s true 8 and ß 2 65 


he, ebe to jome profit. 17 65 808 
Towards the fall a the year * WW a cringe in 


my inch to attend ſome e the . 


and 1 Foes concurrenee, attendi ing 5 
ee in Philadelphia LES 


Ming 09" 
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thenee, I ſet out in company with my friend Sa- 


mel England on the twelfth of the tenth montli, 
but was detained at Philadelphia by a fever which 
held” me ſeveral days, yet I ſo far recovered as to 
deck on our journey, en on our way meet- 

ings at Mountholly, at a School-houſe near Shreve's 
mount” in upper Springfield, in which F had a con- 
terry to warn the youth to beware of Deiſm, and 
to ſhew the ground and cauſe of falling into that er- 
or alſo at upper Freehold, and in a Friend's houſe 
r that called Robbins's meeting; there ſeems to 

a viſitation to the youth in that place, to which 
. faithful that meeting may again increaſe; 

E reached the meeting of miniſters and elders at 
Shrewſbury, in which truth owned the lovers there- 
of; the public meetings on the three following 
days were large, and thought to be the moſt quiet 
aud ſatisfactory which had been known of late 
rs . the affairs of the diſcipline were, as 1 
retty well conducted; finding myſelf not 


| 50 151 klember of our ſociety at this place, 


I therefore (propoſed to ſeveral friends that = 


l would favour me fo much as to meet on their wee 
| day gay aceting day, which I underſtood the uſualty 


Had om in this week, requeſting that th 
Would acquaint their members with my deſire of 
ſeeing them, their children, and families together; 
therefore Waited until fifth day, when they gene- 
Yall met, Which gave me an opportunity comfort- 
18 Clear myſelf towards friends here, to the 
encourag ment of the fincere, being led to ſhew the 
actiye members * e cauſe of dwarfiſſineſs, the lobe 
of the world, nd its friendſhips, choaking the 
good feed, Which ſhould grow a and bear rule: I was 
thankful for this opportunity, and left them with 
the enjo zent of a quiet mind; from hence we 

ed ' Rahway, y, had a meeting at Woodbridge, 
1125 a anottier” at f lñainſeld, in both Which truth 


owned 


03 
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owned my ſervice ;-. I. thought; there was a tender 
viſitation renewed: to friends in: thoſe parts, in the 
ſenſe whereof I was thankful, and that I had been 
| favoured with, ſtrength to pay them a viſit in the love 
of my great and good maſter, may L ever walls 
anſwerable to his manifold favours, whois praiſe 
worthy for ever! We, vetennent at Stony brock 
meeting, which was made precigus in the æenewing 
of Divine favour, and then at Trenton with a peo 
ple who have much loſt the life and ſavour f trut 
from thenee going to Byberry and Philadelphia, 
reached the quarterly - meeting, at Concord which der 
an on the ſixth of the eleventh month, the next day 
went to Chicheſter, where I was enabled to ſpeak 
to the ſtates of the people in the love of truth, 
which may be uſeful if remembred in a right man- 
ner, and returned to the quarterly- meeting on ſe- 

cond day, which was comfortable, the Divine pre- 
ſence being felt, our friend Elizabeth Robinſon was 
there, and had good ſervice; on third day I attend- 
ed the general — at Cheſter, which was 
and dull; the expectations of the people being too 
much outward, they were diſappointed; then at- 
tending the monthly-mecting at Wilmington, tar- 

ried their meeting the next day, and proceeded to 
our quarterly - meeting at London Grove, at which 
we had the company of our friends Robert Walker, 
Elizabeth Robinſon, and Mary Leaver from Great» 
Britain; it was a ſeaſon of refreſhment and comfort 
to many friends; then went home, . e 
in this journey about 360 miles. ct 
In the third month 4774, I attended he; general 
{pring-meeting in Philadelphia, the divers — 
whereof were divinely favoured ; and after it, the 
general meeting at Wilmington, which was held 
n e in ſilence, and on that account remarkable. 
Having an engagement on my mind for ſome 
time to viſit friends on Long.-Iſland, with —_ ad- 
acent 
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jacent meetings, I laid it before my brethren, who 
gave me — — for that purpoſe; and on 
dhe third of the fifth month I ſet out on the journey, 
having the company of a friend from Wilmington, 
taking en meeting at Philadelphia, we reached New- 
Vork, attended their morning and afternoon meet- 
ings on firſt day, and had an opportunity with di- 
vers friends in the evening, which was to me (at 
leaſt) inſtructive, and 1 delieve through Divine 
goodneſs profitable to ſome others. We then 
had meetings at Weſt Cheſter, Mamaroneck, and 
the Purchaſe, the laſt being a monthly-meeting; 
theſe opportunities were cloſe and ſearching, the 
teſtimohy of Truth was encouraging to the well - 
minded, but very ſharp to the formaliſts, and my 
mind Was made thankful for the bleſſing of peace 
in the diſcharge of my duty. We next attended 
meetings at ee on Long-lſland, Cowneck, 
Weſtbury, Matinicock, Sequitogue and Bethpage, 
then at Newton, the monthly-meeting at Welſt- 
bury, and the quarterly- meeting at Fluſhing, where 
the yearly- meeting began the next day, which held 
four days, and on the whole I believe it may be ſaid, 
that the authority of Truth was in ſome good de- 
gree felt to keep down forward ſpirits both in the 
miniſtry and diſcipline, which was cauſe of thank 
Fulneſs to the Lord who rules among his children, 
and is worthy of all praiſe for ever; here I had the 
company of our dear friends Robert Walker, Eliz*- 
Robinſon, and Suſanna Lightfoot, who intending 
for Rhode - Iſland, I parted with them, and went to 
the montffly- meeting at New-York, which through 
merciful regard was comfortable; from thence go- 
ing to Rahway, had a meeting at Plainfield which 
was ſatis factory through the extendings of Divine 
favour; then at King wood on firſt day, from whence 
oroſſing Delaware we were at Buckingham monthly 
meeting, where. I thought the true Spirit of diſci- 
n ; pline 
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pline hs to be much wanting in many; here 
my compamon returned homewards; the next day! 
L was at Wright's-tewn monthly-meeting, whic 
through the Lord's bleſſing was edifying to many, 
and we parted in peace and ſwectneſs of Spirit, the 
day following I attended the meeting at Pine. ſtreet 
in Philadelphia,” alſo that at High- ſtreet on fifth' 
day, which was a precious opportunity to ſuch who 
loved to live near the Spirit of Truth, from thence 
I went to viſit my brother-in-law Daniel Brown near 
Cheſter, was ag Newtown meeting on firſt day, 
and at an afternoon meeting near Amos Yarnal's, 
then went to the general meetings at Goſhen, and 
deri after which taking London- Grove meet- 
, I came home, having rode in this journey 
— 600 miles, and: feeling a degree of thankful- 
neſs that the Lord v was Fend to — me re to 
perform it. 

T tarried much at home the reithadtilbſ part 6 
this ſummet; on the twenty-firſt of the ninth 
month, I ſet out in order to attend the yearly-meet-" 
ing at Philadelphia, which was very large in the 
ſeveral ſittings; continued a full week, and thought 
it the moſt ſolid and weighty in tranſactin gthe af- 
tairs of truth that I ever knew: The Rohy* | 
thereof againſt ſlave keeping was wonderfully ex- 
alted, thro' the power and love of God who is*wot® 
thy of all praiſe forever,” III home I was 
at Providence meeting, in which the teſtinony of 
truth went forth by Way OT Take- 
warm and declining protediors and of a 
ment to the youth; e e 

Our general meeting at [Nortith gham next day 
was large, and F hope priate to ſome; after, 
which having a defire to be at the general meeting 
at Cæeil in Maryland, I left home on the een 4 
of the tenth month, was at the quarterly-meeting 
of 5 and elders there on firſt day morning, 

1 which 
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which was profitably inſtructive through Divine 
Goodneſs; two pubſic meetings for worſhip were 
held on firſt and ſecond days, both large and ſolid, 
ſeveral other friends from Pennſylvania were there, 
the buſineſs of the quarterly-meeting ended on third 
day morning, on the ſame day we had a comforta- 
le public meeting, from which we parted with 

riends in much love and, nearneſs. On the follow- 
ing day was their monthly-mecting, to attend which 
ſeveral of us ſtaid; then having a deſire to ſee 
friends; at Cheſter-River, I went to their week day 
meeting, Nicholas Waln N me company; the 
meeting was large, and through the Lord's Good- 
neſs, it was, I believe, made profitable to many; 
then taking meetings at Saſſafraſs, Duck. Creek, 
Motherkill, and Little- Creek, the two laſt being 
their preparative meeting at each place, the next 
day was their ſelect meeting of miniſters and elders, 
and their monthly meeting the day following, which, 
with divers other friends from Pennſylvania, we 
attended, and on the firſt and ſecond days of the 
next weck the general meeting at Little-Creek: 
I believe there is a renewed viſitation to friends, 
and ſome others hereaway; but formal profeſſors 
at preſent appear to be as arne blocks by join- 
ing with the ſpirit of the world; andes home 
with an caly mind. On 


" Seaknes, 7 and r of — dae in- 
creafing upon our beloved friend, he frequently 
Weh that many years paſt, it was unexpected 
to him to live to his fe ventieth year, and to be fa- 
voured with health and ſtrength ſufficient to travel 
fo much as he lately had, ſaying, that now he 
ſcarcely thought much. more would be required of. 
him; o however. attended the. weſtern quarterly- 
meeting in the eleventh. month this, year, and in the 
| ood month 1775, in both which he was mor 

Wit 
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with ſtrength and clearneſs to ſpeak to the ſtate of 
the church, as well in ſome of the ſelect, as the 
more public meetings, tending to the edification 
and comfort of many. 

In the third month 177 5, he alſo attended the | 
general ſpring-meeting at Philadelphia, and in ſome 
of the ſittings thereof was much favoured, /on'tis 
return home from thence, he was at Wilmington | 
general meeting, in company with our friends Ro- 
bert Walker and Elizabeth ern from Greats 
Britain. 

HFlis laſt journey was on a viſit to moſt of the 
meetings on the Eaſtern-ſhore of Maryland, and to 
attend the yearly-meeting at Thirdhaven in Talbot 
County, for which purpoſe he fet out from his own 
habitation on the twenty- ſecond of the fifth month; 

having, according to his uſual care, obtained the 
concurrenee of his brethren,” and was qccompanied 
by a young man (William Jackſon) a member af 
New- Garden monthly- meeting, who has reed the 
following account of this journey. 

Our firſt days ride was to George Ford's near 
Back-Creek, the next morning being damp and 
foggy, was very trying to his weak conſtitution, yet 
we rode forty five miles that day to Hannah Tur- 
ner's in Queen Ann's County, which was thought 
to be a means of bringing on him a diforder which 
proved painful and afflicting, and increaſed till near 
His end, being advanced in age, his bodily infirmi- 
ties appeared great, but the fervency of his mind 
for the promotion of truth and righteouſneſs, and 
his care as a Father in Iſrael, was truly as preva- 
lent as ever. On the twenty- fourth of the month 
he went to the preparative meeting at Tuckahoa, 
wherein he was concerned to exhort ſome to faith: 
fulneſs in times of temptation and tryal, that the 
might experience an overcoming, and be ena 
be n e anc brethren. © 'N ext day we attend. 
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ed Thirdhaven monthly meeting, in which, he -was 
qualified to ſpeak inſtryQuyely, to the members 
thereof, particularly to ſuch who. were incumbered 
with much care about the things of this life, things, 
which although lawful in themſelyes, yet when ſuf- 
fered to engroſs the minds and affections of people, 
gbſtruct a progreſs in religion. On the en 
à meeting at Choptank was a time of heavy exer: 
giſe on account of: 2 lifeleſs, luke warm, indifferent 
ſituation of mind, which ſeemed: to attend divers 
there aſſembled; the next day we attended a burial 
tj, Thirdhaven, on which occaſion, a meeting was 
ld, and he laboured honeſtly to arouſe thoſe that 
lived in the neglect of making timely preparation 
or their laſt awful and Re change: On the 
twenty-eighth we were at Tuckahoa meeting, and 
on ſecond day at the Bay-ſide, where were but few 
of our ſociety, but ſeveral others attended who be- 
aved ſoberly, and fome of the younger fort were 
EP and tendered by Truth's „Teſtimony, to 
whom he was led inſtructively to ew, That they 
weed not give their money. for that which. is not bread, 
nor. their labour for that which, ſatisfieth not, and 
opened to them the way of life and ſalvation which 
18 attained through the Spirit, or free:gift of Grace 
that is come upon all men for. Juſtification, ſo that if 
they attended to the dictates thereof in their own 
hearts, it was ſufficient to inſtru them in the way 
of.. Godlineſs, but when people ge from, and ne- 
glect this inward teacher, ſeeking to, or Jepeading 
on learned men, they err.” 
„Next day. we had a religious onpartunity in the 
fag of John, Bartlett, and on fourth day went 
ackahoa meeting again, where he had to ſpeak 
99 e ſufficiency of the grace of God, and the in- 
60 ſiſtency of people's living in a profeſſion thereof 
Without being ſound in the faith, or fully believing 
18 4þis principle as ſufficient for 5 We next 
be attended 
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attended the meetings at Thirdhaven, and Marſhy- | 
Creek; the yearly-meeting began on ſeventh day, 
and continued until the fourth of the following 
week, which altho' he was feeble: and unwell, he 
attended the ſeveral ſittings thereof, being nine in 
the five days, and the laſt held ſeven hours; he was 
enabled to appear for the cauſe and teſtimony of 
truth, both in the meetings for worſhip and diſci- 
pline, and like the good ſcribe well inſtructed 
in the things of the kingdom, had to bring forth 
put of the treaſury, things new and old, proſitable 
and inſtructive, being ſeaſoned with the love and 
virtue af truth: After the meeting on fourth day, 
we went to the houſe of Joſeph Berry, where next 
morning had a religious opportunity in the family, 
and the day following a meeting in Queen Ann's 
Foreſt, from whence we went to Joſhua Vanſant's; 
here he was very poorly, having taken ſome frefh 
cold; the next day being very warm, he was much 
ſpent with riding, and ſaid, as he had at ſeveral 
times before on this journey, that he believed it 
would be his laſt, if he lived to reach home, which 
at times he thought ſeemed unlikely.“ On firſt day 
the eleventh of the ſixth month he had a meeting 
in a School-houſe at Back-Creek, among a people 
who behaved with much -fobriety, which was a 
ſatisfactory time, very inſtructive and open for doc- 
trine, and that evening reached home, having tra- 
velled in this journey about 290 miles.“ | 02 


On the fourteenth of the ſixth month he went to 
the week day meeting at London- Grove, to meet 
with a committee of our quarterly-meeting on par- 
ticular buſineſs, and returned to our meeting at 
Nottingham the next day, on the firſt day of the 
week following, was there alſo, in the ſame week 
he attended our preparative and monthly - meetings; 
but a fever daily increaſing upon him, he was af. 
terwards chicfly confined at home, | 
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On the fourth of the ſeventh month he expreſſed 
himſelf thus, I am lad that I am at home} I 
have ever found it when my ſervice abroad 
Was over, to ger home as quick as might be, and 

though I have felt great inward poverty, and weak- 
neſs ſince my laſt journey, ſo that I can neither ſee 
my beginning, nor ending, but ſeem as if all were 
hidden, yet I hope if Providence ſhall ſee meet to 
remove me at this time, ſome light will appear 
again, and that it will be otherwiſe before I go.“ 

At another time he ſpake to this purpoſe, «1 
1. have found myſelf much ſtripped as to a ſenſe of 
good, and tried with poverty many days. I ſup- 
, poſe I have been accounted by ſome, as one of 
the better ſort of people, but have ſeen great 
4 occaſion to beware of a diſpoſition that would 
5, ſeek to feed upon the praiſe or commendations 
% of others; à carnal ſelfiſh ſpirit is very apt to 
t preſent, and creep in here if poſſible, and I have 
te ſeen it hurt many who have had right beginnings, 
it always introduceth dimneſs, and 'oppteſfion; 

to the pure, precious, innocent life of truth, 
+, which: only groweth up into dominion, through 
6 deep abaicinent * ſoul, and rhe entire death of 
& ſelf, | 
At Wies er times be Sgaißed to this effect, 
« My preſent baptiſm of affliction hath tended to 
<< the further refinement of my nature, and to the 
6 my me more Wan into the image of 
* my maſter.” ?“ — 

He frequently expreſſed his full ſubmiſſion to the 
Divine Will either reſpecting life or death, ſeveral 
times ſaying, I now experience my life and oy 
will to be ſlain, and I have no will left.” 

In the two laſt weeks of his time it appeared that 
his defire and hope, mentioned in the forepart of 
his illneſs, for light again to appear was fully anſwer- 
ed by the freſh influence OR 2 * 2 his 
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pain was often great he would many times in a day 


break forth into à kind of ru ee voice, 


without uttering words, which as he ſometimes in- 
timated was an involuntary aſpiration of his ſoul in 


praiſe to the Lord who had again been pleaſed to 


ſhine forth in brightneſs after many days of poverty 
and deep baptiſm, which tho? painful had proved 


beneficial to him, being a means of further purifys! 


ing from the dregs of nature, ſaying he was at 
times afraid to diſcover that melody in the hear- 


ing of ſome that viſited him, leſt: they could not 


comprehend its meaning, and might therefore miſ- 
conſtrue it. C3 antics 1 00 | 
On ſecond day morning the ſeventeenth of the 
ſeventh month being aſked by a friend how he was, 
he replied, © I am here in the body yet, and when I g 
out of it I hope there is nathing but peace, and ſoon 
after further ſaid, © I have ſeen that all the buſtler, 

and noiſes that are now in the world will end in con- 
Fuſion, and our young men that know not an ęſtabliſp- 
ment in the Truth and the Lord's fear for a ballaſt 
will be caught in a trying moment, at another time 
he ſaid, © I feel nothing but peace, having endeavoured: 


ww oneftly to diſcharge myſelf in public, and privately * 


to individuals as I apprehended was required, and 
if it be the Lord's will that I ſhould go now, I ſhall. 


be releaſed from a great deal of trouble and exerciſe, 


which I believe friends who are left behind will have 1 £0 


to paſs through.” MOT eu! 41 $1 
On the twentieth of the ſame month he thus ex- 


preſſed himſelf, I love friends who abide in the © 


truth as much as ever I did, and I feel earneſt breath-- 
ings to the Lord, that there may be ſuch raiſed up 
in the church who may go forth in humility, ſweetneſs, 
and life, clear of all ſuperfluity in expreęſſions and 
otherwiſe, ftanding for the teſtimony, that they may 
be uſeful to the church'in theſe difficult times.” 
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About three: days: before. his death ſeveral friends 
in his room he ſpake as follows, Friends 
in the if they had health and liberty, 
were. not cably diverted from paying their tribute 


- of: worſhip to the Almighty. on week days as well 
à firſt days, but after a while when outward ſuffer-. 


ings ceaſed, life and zeal decaying, eaſe and the 
ſpirit of the world took place with. many, and thus 


it became cuſtomary for one or two out of a family 


to attend meetings, and to leave their children 
much at home; parents alſo if worldly concerns 
were in the way could neglect their week day meet- 
ings ſometimes; yet be willing to hold the name, 


and plead excuſe becauſe: of à buſy time, or the 


like, but I believe that ſuch a departure from ꝓri- 
mitive integrity ever did, and ever will, occalion a 
withering: from» the life of true religion. 2 1 

To a friend who came to viſit him on the twenty - 
firſt of the ſeventh month he laid, feel that 
which: liver beyond deuth and the grave, which is. 
now an inexpreſſtble comfort tu — 4 time of. deep 
baptiſm thutij have paſſed thruug b, I believe my being 
cuntinued here is in the will * e and am 


| fady: reſuaned.** . 
lis allneſ(s increaſing he? fait but kids. om ſeventh 
| day the twenty · ſecond; in the ate rnoon he was ves: 


xy low, and ſpeechleſs about twelve hours; early on 


firſt day morning he recruited a little, and gave di- 
rections about his coffin to a friend who ſat up with 
bim being a joiner; continuing rather eaſier the 


© 
A = ; 


_ *forepart of that day and appearing” chearful, he ex- 
„ preſſe divers weighty ſentences like farewell ex- 
ations to ſome who came to ſee him; on ſecond” 
day morning he ſat up a conſiderable time, in the 
mak he appeared lively and ſenſible; tho“ very 
weak, thus expreſſing himſelf, Jam much refreſbed 
with my Maſter's" ſtueet air, 1 feel more life, more 
lizht; A 5 and fwveemeſe than ever before,” 
and 
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and often mentioned the Divine refreſhment and 
comfort he felt flowing like a pure ſtream to his in- 
ward man, ſaying to thoſe who were with him, 
I may tell you of it, but you cannot feel it as I do.” 
In the evening a young perſon coming inte the 
raom, looking at her earneſtly and affectionately, 
he ſaid, * Deborah aroſe a mother in Iſrael,” and 
ſhortly after, The ſweetneſs that I feel, then his 
difficulty of breathing. increaſed, and being turned 
once or twice he requeſted to be helped up, and 1 
was placed in his chair, in which he expired about 
the ninth hour on ſecond day night the twenty, 
fourth of the ſeventh month 1775, being aged near. 
ſeventy, and miniſter about forty-two years, and“ 
was buried on the twenty-ſixth in friend's Grave- 
yard at Eaſt-Nottingham, a large concourſe of peo- 


3 after which a ſolemn meeting was 
eld. 1 f 
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The eps. Memorial of our beloved Friend Joſeph 
© White, who was endued with an eminent Gift in 
the Miniſtry, and uniformly concerned for the well- 
fare of the Churches, is here ſubjoined at the deſire 
of divers Friends, which as no account of his La- 
ours and Viſits in the* ſervice of the Goſpel appears 
to be preſerved by himſelf, may.in ſome meaſure 
. Supply that Deficiency, and we apprehend will be an 
inſtructive and acceptable Appendage to the forego- 
ing Journal, tending to revive and keep in Re- 
membrance his pious Life, and the near Fellowſhip 
e his Brethren with him, and further animate 
. ſurvivors to Faithfulneſs in the diſcharge of their 
" feveral Religious duties, in order that they alſo may 
be favoured with a well grounded Hope of attaining 
, the like Happy End'. 


A TESTIMONY from the Falls Monthly- 
© Meeting in Bucks County, concerning our 
Friend JosEpH WHITE. 5 


S the Memory of the juſt is pronounced bleſſed, 
5 we think it expedient 'to give forth a teſti- 
mony concerning this our eſteemed friend. 


He was born at the Falls the twenty-eighth of 


the eleventh month 1712-13; being young when 
his father died, he was brought up under the care 
of his relations and friends: And through the early 
extendings of Heavenly regard whilſt young; and 
attending to the teachings of Divine Grace.he was 
lead and preſerved from many of the follies and 
extravagances incident to unthinking youth. About 
the twentieth year of -his age he appeared in pub- 
lic teſtimony in our religious meetings, and con- 
tinuing in a good degree faithful to the meaſure of 
Light and Grace communicated, he grew in his 
gift, and became a hvely and able miniſter. 4 | 
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He was naturally of an open cheerful diſpoſition, 


and "honeſtly concerned for the promotion of piety 
and virtue, and for the ſupport and maintenance 


of good order in the church; for which ſervice he 
vas eminently gifted, and truly ſerviceable amongſt 
us, being often concerned that the ANODE of 


Truth might be kept up in all our meetings of diſ- 
cipline, and that true judgment might be placed. 
upon the diſorderly and irreclaimable. He wag ex- 


amplary in his life and converſation, a diligent and 


timely attender of our religious meetings when 


health of body permitted; and was often favoured 
therein in public teſtimony and ſupplication, much 


to the comfort and edification of the truly humble 


waiters. And altho' he had a large gift in the mi- 
niſtry, he many times ſat meetings in ſilence, wait- 
ing upon the Lord, not being haſty or forward in 


the exerciſe of his gift; but careful not to miniſter 
without the Heavenly Life and Power that firſt raiſ- 


ed him up in the miniſtry, whereby his public ſer- 


vice was greatly to the conſolation and refreſhment 


of many. 3 | 

He feveral times had a concern to viſit the churches 
abroad, and with the concurrence of this meeting, 
viſited many of the meetings of friends in this and 
ſeveral of the adjacent provinces, and once through 


ſome parts of Maryland, Virginia and North-Caro- 


lina: And having for ſome conſiderable time been 
under a weighty concern to pay a religious viſit to 
friends in ſeveral parts of Europe, he with the 


concurrence and unity of his friends took ſhipping 
for that purpoſe in the year 1758, and after a ſhort 


paſſage landed in England, and having pretty gene- 
rally viſited friends meetings in England and fre- 


land, and ſome parts of Wales, he returned to his 


family and friends, having been from home in 
truth's ſervice near three years: And at his return 


from theſe viſits produced certificates of friends 
i 2333 
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unity and good ſatisfaction with him, and his pub- 

lick ſervice amongſt them. 
le was divers times appointed and engaged in 
the ſervice of viſiting families, being well qualified 
for that weighty ſervice. 

He much loved the company and converſation of 
his friends; was a loving and affectionate huſband, 
8 tender parent and a good neighbour, generally 

eloved by his friends and others that knew him, 
being in ſeveral reſpects uſeful and ſeryiceable | in the 

prighboprhood where he lived. 
e was attended from. his youth. at times, with 

a pain at his bregſt, with intermiſſions of health, 
n for years, and at other times but ſhort; 
but as he advanced further in age, intermiſſions o 
health grew ſhort and pain encreaſed, which brought 
on other bodily infirmities, which he bore wth 
patience and reſignation, often craying he might 
not be off his watch when his pains were exquiſite, 
nor his faith fail in the time of trial, believing it 
to be the goodneſs of God, through his thus deal- 
ing with him, more and more to wean him from 
all outward connections and neareſt ties of nature, 
that being as the pure gold, refined through the 
furnace, * might with triumph join the redeemed 
nat were gone before, which he at times. had a 
foretaſte and evidence of; but the time when, as 
he himſelf ſometimes expreſſed, he did not then ſee, 

believing it to be conſiſtent with Divine Wiſdom to 
ep-it hid from him, © 

The latter part of his time for Wan months, 
he flept but little in the night ſeaſon, being at times 
Pate in reverent interceſſions and Divine con- 
templation, and appeared to be Waiting tor the ſo- 

emn moment. 7 


- He lived in the compaſs of the Falls particular © 


- meeting until a few years before his death, and 
ben removed to ee, (a branch of the ſame 
. 
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monthly-mecting,) and having for ſame months felt 
_ ftrong deſires (it tavoured with health). to go-to the 
Falls meeting, and on a monthly-mecting day ſet 
out to. gg there; but the weather being cold and 
he in a weak ſtate of health, ſoon found himſelf. 
unable to perform the journey, and returned home, 
But ſome time after feeling his bodily ſtrength ſome- 
what reſtored, and leve renewed, he ſet out, 
company with his wife, one firſt day morning, 7? 
got to the meeting where he was favoured with an 
open time in publick teſtimony, much to the ſatify 
faction of thoſe preſent. After the meeting was 
over and friends gone out, a friend being deſirous 
of ſpeaking ta him, not ſeeing him out of daors, 
returned into the houſe, and found him ſitting n 
a ſeat, unable to move without help; the friend 
aſſiſted him, and took him to his houſe, where he 
was taken care of: The fit being of the paralytiek 
kind, was much more favourable than at ſome other 
times, tho” it continued ebbing and flowing for ſeve- 
ral hours; in which time he expreſſed ſeveral things, 
ſome of which being then taken down, are nearly - 
as follows. r N 
Being aſked by his ſon Samuel how it was with 
him; he anſwered, I dont know but that Iam near 
my end. My defire at this time for thee is, that thou 
ſeek unto the Lord for aſſiſtance, to govern thee in thy 
conduct in this fluctuating life, for I haue found him 
to be a ſure help and counſellor io me; and if thou fol- 
low after him in truth and ſincerity, as I have egdea- 
voured to do, he will be unto thee a ſufficient director, 
a Teacher. that cannot be removed into à corner; I 
have not been anxious to gather a portion: of this 
world, nor make"to myſelf mammon of unrighteouſneſs, 
for I think. I have ſeen @ ſnare that has attended 
many young people on theſe accounts. I have ever < 
from my youth had a deſire io be more in ſubſtance than 
in ſhew: Let me appear as 1 might in the fight of men, 


their, 
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their praiſe I Fe not for; but I have ſought the 
Honour of God, therefore there is à place where no 
trouble annoy, prepared for me as a reward for 
obedience: Dou that ſtay, be more humble, and when 
trouble awaits you, look not upon nor truſt "ts the arm 
of fleſh for aſſiſiance, but ſtuy yourſelves upon him who 
ered for you, for me, and for all mankind; for I 
baue for ſome time believed, and lived in the hopes 
thereof, and am now in. meaſure confirmed, of more 
. glorious things yet to be revealed to the church of 
Chriſt, and that further and greater diſcoverics ill 
yet be made, with reſpect to the Chriſtian Religion 
_ than ever yet has been ſincè the apoſtaſy.”” | 
And after a ſhort pauſe he broke forth in theſe 
expreſſions, The door is open, I ſee an innumerable 
company of ſaints,” of Angels, and of the Spirits of 
yu/t men, which I long to be unbodied to be with, but 
not my will, but thy will be done O Lord! I cannot 
utter nor my tongue expreſs, what I feel of that Light, 
Life and Love that attends me, which the world can- 
not give, neither can it take away from me. My fins © 
are waſhed away by the blood of the Lamb that was © 
lain from the foundation of the world: All rags and 
filthineſ+ are talen away, and in room thereof love 
and good will for all mankind: O that we may become 
more united in the church militant, and nearer reſem- 
ble the church triumphant! O that we all might make 
ſuch an end as I have in proſpect, for its all Light, 
dull Life, all Love and all Peace, the light that I ſee 
is more glorious than the Sun in the Firmament; come 
Lord - Feſus —_ come when thou pleaſes, thy ſer- 
vant is ready and willing; into thy hands I commit my 
ſpirit," not my will, but thy will be done O Lord! Let 
this mortal body be committed to the Quſt, be with me, 
with my children and my grand- children; be with all 
. *% them that love thee, that love thy appearance. O the 
x pains that I feel, that attend this mortal body, they 
are mare comely to me than jewels! I rejoice in my 


N 
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not being taken down, cannot be recollecte. 
The next day his pain abating, and finding him- 
| ſelf ſomewhat relieved from his - diſorder, he was 
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Agb. and groans, for to me they are moſt melodious s; 
h am near to enter that harmony with Moſes and the * 

Lamb, where they cry Holy, Holy, Holy, I cannot ex- 
preſs the Joy 1. feel. My beart (if it were poſſible) 
would break for joy: If any enquire after me; after 


my end, tet them know all is well with me. 


Many more weighty expreſſions he { ke, which 


taken to his own houſe, where he remained in a 
weak ſtate of health for ſometime, being unable to 
go much abroad. And one night ſome ſhort time 
before his death, his pain had been ſharp the fore- 
part of the night, but the latter part it abating, his 


wife lay down by him, and fell aſleep, but he as 


uſual flept not, but after ſometime called to his 
wife in theſe words: My dear, I believe I muſt 


take my leave of thee. I have never ſeen my end till 


now, and now I ſee its near, and the Holy Angels en- 
cloſe me around, waiting to receive me; his wife aſk- 


ed him if ſhe ſhould call up the children, he ſaid, 


he did not ſee any thing further he hdd to ſay to 
them, except to his ſon Joſeph who being called, 


and he having expreſt what he had on his mind, 


was much ſpent, and appeared as tho? he was near 
his defired port; but after ſome time he revived, 


with theſe words, . Life is yet ſtrong in me and will - 


not yield; thus he continued the few concluding 
days, waiting in reſignation and retiredneſs of mind, 


until the repeated returns of the paralytick com- 


plaint reduced his faculties and ſenſes ſo, that 
he knew not what was done for ſome days, and 
departed in much ſtillneſs as in a fleep, the tenth 
day of the third month 1777, and was decently 
interred in friend's buryit ground at the Fall's 
meeting-houſe, the twelfth of the ſame; his body 


being attended to the grave by a number of friends 


and neighbours. 
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53 May we under the conſideration of our great loſs 
of him, and many other faithful labourers in the 
Lord's Vineyard, now removed from be ex- 
.. Eited ſo to follow their footſteps, that a them, 
we may be partakers of that incorraptibRimherit- 
ance, which is referved for the rightcolls, when 
time here ſhall be no more. 


Aged: ſixty- four, a and a miniſter about e 


* 


Signed on 2 f 12 Month meeting, held by 
| CUES, the 12th of the 8th Month, 1778. 


n Guan, Clerk. 
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Died « are thoſe Servants whonlathe LORD when 
He cometh, 628 15 watching. © Luxe 12. 37. 
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